
St Justin’s Parish School, Wheelers Hill 
 

All Children Can Achieve Success 
 

   NEWSLETTER 
        St Justin’s Parish School 

Principal: Mr Patrick Torpey                       Email: principal@sjwheelershill.catholic.edu.au 
        

Bulletin No 34        Friday 30th October 2020 
 

Dear Family and Friends, 

 

It’s nice to start returning to some sort of normality. Thanks for your cooperation and understanding with our 

ever-changing landscape. Our guidelines change on a regular basis and whilst it makes it hard to plan for the 

future, we are committed to providing opportunities for our community to thrive. We are very fortunate to have 

Fr Andrew as a member of our school community. He is always willing to work with us, and the Covid-19 

Guidelines, to ensure that we all continue on our faith journey, and that students have the opportunity to 

participate in special celebrations including Reconciliation, Confirmation and Graduation. 

 

Can you please keep Fr Andrew and is family in your prayers. Fr Andrew’s father had surgery earlier this week 

and will now require ongoing treatment. Whilst Fr Andrew has been able to talk to his father in Poland, a trip 

home at this stage is not possible. I’m sure he will appreciate our prayers and support.  

 

Thanks again everyone for your efforts in helping keep our community safe. A reminder that if at any stage you 

think your child is unwell, please ensure they are kept home and that you seek medical advice. 

 

School Photos 
Just a reminder that school photos will be held on Thursday 5th November.  Please ensure that your child is 

in correct summer school uniform (if possible). We would like them to have black school shoes (if possible) 

and have the correct colour hair ties - sky blue or maroon. Please ensure that long hair is tied up. If your 

child has sport on Thursday, they need to wear their summer uniform and bring a pair of runners with them – 

they should not wear their sport uniform.   

 

As always, we thank you for ensuring that your child is dressed smartly in their correct school uniform – it’s a 

wonderful outward sign that says “I belong”.  If forms were submitted, or online bookings made earlier in the 

year, that still stands.  If you need any forms or 

information your child can collect them from the 

office or if you have forgotten your code you can 

contact the office. 

 

Due to restrictions still in place regarding school 

photography, class photos will not be taken.  Instead, 

if you have ordered a class photo you will receive a 

composite class photo – please see sample.  For your 

information the photographers will be working with 

screens in place, hand sanitiser will be available, 

chairs will be sanitised after each use and the 

photographers will not be straightening up collars or 

hair. 

Schoolpix website details for your reference:  https://schoolpix.com.au/ 

 

mailto:principal@sjwheelershill.catholic.edu.au
https://schoolpix.com.au/
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Reconciliation 

Our Year 3 students were prepared to receive the Sacrament of Reconciliation the week of our first wave of 

restrictions. Finally, we are very pleased to announce that they will receive the Sacrament in the next few weeks. 

Due to the current restrictions, the format will be different, in that: 

 Each class will participate in an online Reconciliation Liturgy (usually held in the Church) 

 Each family will be asked to make a time where their child can meet with Fr Andrew to receive the Sacrament 

of Reconciliation. 

Dates for Reconciliation are 

 3W Reconciliation Dates:  

o Monday16th November – Online Reconciliation Liturgy 7:00pm  

o Tuesday 17h November - Sacrament of Reconciliation 5:00 to 6:40pm 

o Thursday 19th November - Sacrament of Reconciliation 5:00 to 6:30pm 

 3SS Reconciliation Dates:  

 Monday 9th November - Reconciliation Liturgy 7:00pm - Meeting Code sjwh3ss 

 Tuesday 10h November - Sacrament of Reconciliation 5:00 to 6:40pm 

 Thursday 12th November - Sacrament of Reconciliation 5:00 to 6:30pm 

 

As you can appreciate it has been a difficult year and we are mindful of 

giving students as many opportunities as possible, however being aware 

of the restrictions that are still in place. We are conscious of making this 

celebration special for the students, even though it will be different to 

other years.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sports Day 2020 
With the unfortunate circumstances surrounding the Coronavirus, many 2020 school sporting events were 

cancelled. Our annual Twilight Sports Carnival at the Knox Athletics Track will be another cancelled event. 

As a result, we have decided to conduct a modified sports day here at school on Friday November 20 

throughout normal school hours. As it stands, we will not be able to have spectators but there is always a 

chance that this might change. In the meantime, we will explore ways in which we can share the experience 

with you all. Students are beginning preparations in class and are very much looking forward to the 

opportunity to compete against one another.  

 

Regards,  

Mr Johnson 

 

Confirmation 
Our Confirmation Medal Masses will occur on, Saturday 7th November at 

6pm and Sunday 8th November at 10.30am. Further details about these 

Masses will be shared with families in the coming weeks. We are still unsure 

when our Candidates will be Confirmed.  Please keep our candidates in your 

prayers as they continue on their faith journey. 
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25 Year Anniversary - Consecration of St. Justin’s Parish Church 
Last Sunday was the 25th Anniversary of the Consecration of our Parish Church. Whilst we weren’t able to 

gather as a community for a large celebration (we hopefully will in the future), we were able to explore the 

achieves and share some of the special memories from 25 years ago. Whilst the photos highlight the blessing of 

our beautiful church, they also remind us of our beautiful community. 
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TERM FOUR 

Friday 30th October World Teachers Day 

Sunday 1st December All Saints Day 

Monday 2nd November All Souls Day 

Professional Learning Day for Staff (Report Writing) – No school for students 

Tuesday 3rd November Melbourne Cup Day (Public Holiday) 

Thursday 5th November School Photo Day 

Saturday 7th November Confirmation Medal Masses 

Saturday 8th November Confirmation Medal Masses  

Monday 9th November National Recycling Week 

 Reconciliation Online Liturgy 7pm – 3SS 

Tuesday 10th November Reconciliation Individual at Church 5pm – 3SS 

Thursday 12th November Reconciliation Individual at Church 5pm – 3SS   

Wednesday 11th November Remembrance Day 

Monday 16th November Reconciliation Online Liturgy 7pm – 3W 

Tuesday 17th November Reconciliation Individual at Church 5pm – 3W 

 PEB Meeting 

Thursday 19th November Reconciliation Individual at Church 5pm – 3W 

Friday 20th November School Sports Day 

Tuesday 24th November AGM Meeting 

Wednesday 2nd December Professional Learning Day (no school for students) 

Thursday 3rd December PPT Meeting 

Tuesday 15th December Year 6 Graduation 

Wednesday 16th December End of Year Mass 9.15am 

 End of Term/Year finish 1.00pm 

 

 

Focus on Italian 

 

 BUONGIORNO. 'buon·giór·no' 

 

This means Good morning or Good day 

 

We all know how to greet each other in English and we all know 

how to say and understand “Good morning!” so from now on 

we will be saying  

“Buongiorno!” to grow our Italian language each day 
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Kitchen Garden Program 
Last week in the Kitchen, the year four students observed how to make pizza pinwheels and a healthy version 

of chocolate coconut slice. Both of these foods make a great addition to the lunchbox, the focus of the year 

fours’ kitchen program this term. Both are quite easy to make and tasty to eat. This week we have chicken 

meatballs and cacao crackles. 

 

It was wonderful to receive some photos of students' efforts in making the Bliss Balls and hearing comments 

from the students who made the Chicken Strips. Thank you for your enthusiasm and giving it a go. This and 

last week’s recipes are available later on in the newsletter. 

 
In the garden last week the students sectioned each garden bed into mini plots using stakes and string under 

the guidance of Mr Torpey who cut the stakes in half with a saw as they were too high. He explained how 

cutting the stakes on an angle of 45 degrees would enable them to move through the soil more easily to reach 

the bottom of the garden bed and remain in place. The students then read the instructions on the labels of the 

seedlings and planted accordingly. They came to understand that the planting of the seedlings was dependent 

upon the growth pattern of the plant - some requiring more space than others. We are hoping to harvest some 

of these seedlings later in the term and hopefully they will contribute to recipes for the Prep Kitchen Garden 

program.  

 

It has been a busy couple of weeks in the garden and the year four students responded with great enthusiasm 

and enjoyed getting their hands dirty, literally!  
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We also made some bird feeders out of oranges, sticks and string. The good thing about these bird feeders is 

that they are compostable and are only made to last 1-2 weeks. It is a good opportunity to try the bird feeder 

out in your backyard and see if any new birdlife is attracted. They need to be hung up in a tree away from pets 

if you have any.  
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In a previous newsletter I shared information with you about the Aussie Backyard Bird Count. The count was 

conducted by many people across Australia and the results are in:  

  

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Year four students learnt more about the types of birds that we 

might find in our backyards, and why it is important to provide 

habitat for birds.  

They also spent some time viewing the live video of the Peregrine 

Falcons atop a building in Collins St. These chicks hatched on 2nd 

Oct and it has been a real treat observing their growth. Check out 

the website:   https://www.367collinsfalcons.com.au/ 

 

 
Healthy Chocolate and Coconut Slice   
Ingredients 

 5 crushed Weetbix 75 g 

 2 tbsp cacao/cocoa powder 16 g 

 1 tsp vanilla extract 5 mls 

 1/3 cup melted coconut oil 80 mls 

 1/3 cup reduced-fat Greek natural yoghurt 80 g 

 1 cup wholemeal self raising flour 120 gm 

1 cup desiccated coconut 100 g 

1/2 cup coconut sugar 100 g 

1 whisked free-range eggs 50 g 

1/2 cup reduced-fat milk of choice  

75 g of dark chocolate 70% 

2 tsp extra virgin olive oil 10 mls 

  

Method: 

 

1. Preheat oven to 180C. Line a baking dish or slice tray, approximately 

20cm x 20cm in size. 

2. Combine crushed wheat biscuits, cocoa/cacao, vanilla, coconut oil, 

yoghurt, flour, desiccated coconut, coconut sugar, egg and milk. Stir 

until well combined. If the mix seems too dry, add a little more milk. Mixture should be moist and 

thick. 

3. Press mixture into prepared dish with the back of a spoon and bake for 20-25 minutes or until a knife 

comes out clean. The slice will be firm to touch when ready. 

4. Once slice has cooled, make the icing by combining the chocolate and olive oil in a saucepan. Stir 

over a low heat until starting to melt. Remove from heat and continue stirring until smooth. Allow 

chocolate mixture to cool slightly before spreading evenly over the top of the slice. 

5. Once icing starts to set, cut slice into 15 pieces. You may refrigerate the slice to set the icing further in 

warm weather. One piece is one serve. Store leftovers in an airtight container in the fridge for up to a 

week. 

 

                  ========================================= 

https://www.367collinsfalcons.com.au/
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Pizza Pinwheels 
Ingredients 

 6 sheets of puff pastry 

 Passata or pizza sauce 

 1 Egg or  ¼ cup of milk 

 Grated tasty or mozzarella cheese 

 Bacon or ham 

**other toppings can include: Mushroom, Capsicum, Zucchini 

 

Method 

1. Place 6 sheets of puff pastry on kitchen bench to defrost 

2. Preheat oven to 200 degrees 

3. Place baking paper on oven tray 

4. Chop ham or bacon into small pieces 

5. Take a sheet of pastry and spread 4 tbsp tomato sauce over it 

6. Sprinkle ⅔ cup cheese all over 

7. Add bacon or ham **and any other toppings you like 

8. Roll the pastry to form a log 

9. Cut into 1cm widths to make about 10 slices per log 

10. Place the slices on the baking tray 

11. Baste with lightly beaten egg or milk 

12. Bake in oven for approximately 12-15 mins or until golden 
 

============================================================================= 
 

 
Cacao bomb crackles 
Ingredients 

 70 g coconut sugar 

 110 g extra virgin coconut oil 

 2 tbs coconut butter 

 30 g raw cacao powder 

 1 tsp vanilla extract 

 45 g desiccated coconut 

 50 g brown rice puffs/rice bubbles 

Method 

1. Line a 12 hole muffin tin with paper cases. 

2. Process the coconut sugar to a fine powder in a food processor or use a pestle and mortar. 

3. Place a bowl over a saucepan of boiling water over medium heat, ensuring the bowl does not touch 

the water. 

4. Add the coconut sugar, coconut oil, coconut butter, cacao powder and vanilla, then stir until melted 

and combined. 

5. Remove from the heat, add the desiccated coconut and rice puffs, and stir well. 

6. Spoon into the prepared muffin tin and refrigerate until set. 

 

============================================================================= 
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Chicken Meatball and Pasta 
 

Ingredients 
 500 gm chicken mince  

 2 cups baby spinach leaves, finely chopped 

 ¼ cup parmesan cheese, grated 

 1 egg 

 2tbsp dried breadcrumbs 

 ¼ tsp salt 

 ¼ tsp pepper 

 3 tbsp olive oil 

 1 cup cherry tomatoes, roughly chopped 

 ½ cup basil leaves, torn 

 

Method 
1. In a large bowl, add mince, spinach, cheese, egg, breadcrumbs, salt and pepper, and mix well to 

combine. 

2. Roll mixture into balls, set aside 

3. Heat 1 tbsp oil in a large frying pan over medium heat. Add tomatoes, saute for 10 mins. 

4. Season with salt and pepper and stir through basil. Remove sauce from pan and set aside.  

5. Heat remaining oil in frying pan over medium to high. Add meatballs and cook, turning frequently 

until all sides are golden brown and meatballs are cooked through. 

6. Once cooked through they can be used for snacks or lunchbox additions. 

7. To make the family meal, add tomato sauce cooking for a further 2-3 mins or until heated through. 

8. Serve with pasta. 

 
 

Skoolbag App 

 
We are aware that Skoolbag have made some changes across 

the school holidays.   

 

To ensure that you have the most up to date version we ask that 

you delete and re-add your Skoolbag APP to ensure that you 

are getting all of the latest information & notifications from us 

via your phone. 
 
 

Footy Colours Day Update 

Last week we saw an abundance of colours representing many different sporting 

teams across the entire school with both staff and students getting into the spirit 

of Footy Colours Day. Thank you to every single family that donated to our Fight 

Cancer Footy Colours Day initiative which provides educational support for 

children fighting cancer. We raised a whopping  $1128 which is incredibly 

generous considering what a difficult time it is for many at the moment. Well done 

everyone! 
 
 
 

 



St Justin’s Parish School, Wheelers Hill 
 

All Children Can Achieve Success 
 

 

 

It’s that time of year again - teachers are writing reports and children are on their very best behaviour!  To 

provide the best learning experiences for all children teachers are assessing students, collecting data and 

evidence all year round. At this time of the year the “tests” are probably more obvious to students - they are 

being asked to take more formal assessments online, produce ‘good copies’ of work and submit larger 

projects and assignments.  

 

“Test season”, to coin a more American term, no doubt leads to feelings of anxiety and dread among some 

children, while others thrive on this challenge. It’s important for students to approach these tasks with a 

growth mindset and a positive belief in themselves and their talents as learners. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
With this growth mindset must come an understanding of the purpose of these tests and assessments - we are 

never looking for THE BEST score, we are always looking for the growth each student has made in their 

learning and THEIR possible best. Many of the online assessments being completed will produce a score, we 

encourage children to consider only their score and what it means for their learning - we ask them to consider 

the growth they have made throughout the year and discuss what they can now do that they couldn’t do 10 

months ago when school began. Learning is a very personal journey and we all take that journey at a different 

pace - the journey we are on is ours alone and one we should take pride in and work at constantly. 
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If children are struggling to look past the number 

they receive on a test, encourage a growth 

mindset approach by discussing with them what 

they can take from those feelings of 

disappointment - how can they use that 

knowledge as they move forward? What might 

they do differently next time? 

 

These assessments are only a very small snapshot 

of student learning information - and while for 

children it may seem like they are the most 

important, what matters more is the growth each 

child is making, the progress they are showing in 

their learning, and the pride and joy they are 

taking in their academic achievements.  
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Wow! What a Book Week! 
A HUGE THANK you to children and parents for the amazing effort put into costumes, especially under the 

circumstances! The children looked great! 

We had a virtual class assembly to see all our many different, creative costumes. Classes created a 

collaborative piece of art around the theme of Curious Creatures, Wild Minds.  

We had lots of fun at recess and lunchtime seeing our characters around the playground.  

Please enjoy the random selection of our characters.... 
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BOOK CLUB – ISSUE 7 

  
Issue 7 of Book Club is again available exclusively online. 

The catalogue can be accessed 

here: https://www.scholastic.com.au/media/5692/bc_720.pdf 

  
Orders can only be made via the LOOP platform (scholastic.com.au/LOOP) and 

will be shipped to your home address. 

  

PLEASE NOTE – NO BOOK CLUB ORDERS ARE ABLE TO BE SENT TO 

THE SCHOOL 
The closing date for Issue 7 orders is:  Friday 30th October. 

 

Lost Property 

With the change of seasons, we sometimes need to 

wear a jumper or jacket in the mornings.   

By lunchtime, the children are warming up and 

running around and we are getting a large buildup of 

“lost” items that we are trying to return.   

At this stage there are 18 items that have not been 

labelled, or are only labelled with a child’s name who 

no longer attends St. Justin’s or has an indecipherable 

name and in some cases no name at all! 

Please help us to find the correct home for your 

children’s uniform by labelling your children’s 

clothing with first and last name. 

 

https://www.scholastic.com.au/media/5692/bc_720.pdf
http://scholastic.com.au/LOOP
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We have been so lucky to have had some amazing support for all our events.  We will be putting another list 

together of our previous sponsors for next weeks newsletter in case you are able to support them. 

 

Easter Raffle/Sausage Sizzle Reimbursement 

We have conceded that it looks like our Easter raffle is not going to go ahead this year after all .  Nor the 

sausage sizzle that was planned for term 1.  If you are one of those families who had already payed for either 

raffle tickets or sausages all those many, many months ago, there is the option of getting reimbursed for this, 

just contact the office by 15th November.  If you’re happy for this to continue as a donation for the school, there 

is nothing you need to do and we thank you. 

 

Entertainment Book 

To support St Justin’s by purchasing an entertainment book, just go to  

entertainmentbook.com.au/orderbooks/185404e 

 

Here’s a nifty reminder about gift cards that can be purchased through the Entertainment Book, the savings 

from them alone do end up paying the membership off in the end! 
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http://link.e.entertainmentbook.com.au/rts/go2.aspx?h=617093&tp=i-16IJ-78-Cgu-XlWNh-1c-OGwh-1c-o4G-G-l5HEthR901-1IOcvh&x=48788|498944981
http://link.e.entertainmentbook.com.au/rts/go2.aspx?h=617094&tp=i-16IJ-78-Cgu-XlWNh-1c-OGwh-1c-o4G-G-l5HEthR901-1IOcvh&x=48788|498944981
http://link.e.entertainmentbook.com.au/rts/go2.aspx?h=617095&tp=i-16IJ-78-Cgu-XlWNh-1c-OGwh-1c-o4G-G-l5HEthR901-1IOcvh&x=48788|498944981
http://link.e.entertainmentbook.com.au/rts/go2.aspx?h=617094&tp=i-16IJ-78-Cgu-XlWNh-1c-OGwh-1c-o4G-G-l5HEthR901-1IOcvh&x=48788|498944981
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Ritchies IGA’s Exciting News!! 

You can download the Apps by scanning the QR codes below - or search for Ritchies in the Apple App Store or 

Google Play. 

 

 

 

 

 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Operoo is the new name for CareMonkey, so we will gradually start removing the name CareMonkey from all 

of our literature to help you adjust to the new name! 

 

 

 
 

http://link.e.entertainmentbook.com.au/rts/go2.aspx?h=617094&tp=i-16IJ-78-Cgu-XlWNh-1c-OGwh-1c-o4G-G-l5HEthR901-1IOcvh&x=48788|498944981
http://link.e.entertainmentbook.com.au/rts/go2.aspx?h=617095&tp=i-16IJ-78-Cgu-XlWNh-1c-OGwh-1c-o4G-G-l5HEthR901-1IOcvh&x=48788|498944981
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