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Dear Family and Friends, 

 

Advent 
“Prepare the way of the Lord” is the main theme of Advent. This Sunday we will light the second candle to 

represent the hope of Christ coming to the world. Sunday’s gospel tells us to prepare for that coming; that 

remembering; that celebrating. It does so by speaking about John the Baptist preparing the people to 

welcome the coming of Jesus as He begins his public life, his mission. 
 

Since Advent is a season of Hope, then perhaps this would be a good time to ask God 

to put aside any obstacles in our lives that prevent us from fully welcoming Christ in 

each person.  
 

Prayer for lighting the Advent wreath in the second week: 

Lord of expectation and celebration, in our excitement of getting ready for 

Christmas; help us not to forget whose birthday we celebrate. Help us this 

Advent to wait with one another. Bless us with care and concern as we search 

for Jesus in each other. We know you love us. Help us share that love. AMEN. 

 

Confirmation 
Congratulations to our Year 6 Confirmation Candidates who this week received the Sacrament of 

Confirmation. Due to the Covid restrictions, the Sacrament of Conformation was celebrated over 4 

Masses, supported by a smaller number of family and friends. Our candidates had been preparing for a 

number of weeks. We are very appreciative of Fr Andrew, who confirmed our Candidates, and wish to 

thank Mrs Leanne Snell, our Year 6 teachers and staff who help prepare and supported the celebration.  

Please keep these students in your prayers as they continue on their faith journey.   

 

Charity Day Event  

St Justin's will hold a Charity Day on Friday December 11th, to help out different charities. After the year 

we have had, we thought that it would be a great idea to recognise the people in our country that have 

gone through this time harder than the majority of us. We are super excited to make this day happen with 

you all.  

 

A charity will be allocated to each year level which they can donate to and as well as donating to these 

organisations, we will wear casual clothes to represent our charity and be involved in an activity to help 

learn more about each charity. For example, for the Breast Cancer Foundation, we would wear pink in 

support of the pink symbol used for Breast Cancer.  The donations will all be counted and sent off to the 

seven different charities on behalf of our school.   

 

 

mailto:principal@sjwheelershill.catholic.edu.au
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We hope we can raise some money and we are so excited to make this day happen! 

 

Sincerely, 

Madeline Kryiacou (Liturgy Leader) and Sienna Cinar (School Captain) from 6FC  

   YEAR LEVEL      CHARITY 

Year 6’s Jeans for Genes 

Website Link - https://www.jeansforgenes.org.au/  
(wear jeans or jean shorts)  

Year 5’s Diabetes Australia  
Website Link - https://www.diabetesaustralia.com.au/ 
(wear something blue ) 

Year 4’s Breast Cancer Foundation  
Website Link - https://nbcf.org.au/ 
(wear something pink) 

Year 3’s The Smith Family 

Website Link- https://www.thesmithfamily.com.au/   
(red or blue) 

Year 2’s Cancer Council  
Website Link -  https://www.cancer.org.au/  
(wear something yellow) 

Year 1’s Clean Up Australia 

Website Link - https://www.cleanup.org.au/  
(Wear something green) 

Year Prep’s Royal Children’s Hospital  
Website Link - https://www.rch.org.au/home/  
(wear something green, red, yellow or orange) 

https://www.jeansforgenes.org.au/
https://www.diabetesaustralia.com.au/
https://nbcf.org.au/
https://www.thesmithfamily.com.au/
https://www.cancer.org.au/
https://www.cleanup.org.au/
https://www.rch.org.au/home/
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 Parent / Teacher Interviews 

School reports for Semester 2 will be issued on Monday, 7th 

December. This is a few days earlier than planned as it is our hope 

that parents can review these before the Parent / Teacher interviews. 

Scheduled for Thursday 10th December. Today, the School Interviews 

website has been opened for parents to arrange a time to meet with 

the class teacher. 

 

How to book your time: 

 

Go to www.schoolinterviews.com.au  
 

   Enter the code tjh4a 
 

     Enter your details 
 

       Select the teachers you wish to see 
 

     Select the appointment times that suit your family best 
 

When you click FINISH your selected bookings will be emailed to you immediately. If you do 

not receive your email, please check your junk-mail, or enter the event code again and check 

your email address spelling. Update your details if email address is incorrect.  

DO NOT DELETE the email you receive. Keep it somewhere safe. You may need to refer back 

to it at a later date. 

 

Class Name Whereby Code 

PJ https://whereby.com/sjwhpj 

PL https://whereby.com/sjwhpl 

1WM https://whereby.com/sjwh1wm 

1X https://whereby.com/sjwh1x 

2D https://whereby.com/sjwh2d 

2M https://whereby.com/sjwh2m 

3SS https://whereby.com/sjwh3ss 

3W https://whereby.com/sjwh3w 

4CD https://whereby.com/sjwh4cd 

4L https://whereby.com/sjwh4l 

5HH https://whereby.com/sjwh5hh 

5SC https://whereby.com/sjwh5sc 

6DW https://whereby.com/sjwh6db 

6FC https://whereby.com/sjwh6fc 
 

http://www.schoolinterviews.com.au/
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2021 Prep Orientation 
Yesterday we had our final Prep 20210 Orientation Day. Despite Covid restrictions, we were still able to 

have all 2021 Preps on site at the one time, providing the opportunity to experience the classroom 

environment and the kind, caring nature of Miss Genevieve Jones and Miss Laura Leung, who will be our 

Prep teachers for 2021. A special thank you to many other members of staff who also helped out with the 

program – very much appreciated. I’m sure our 2021 Preps will hit the ground running. 

 

Plans for 2021 

As announced in previous newsletters, plans for 2021 are well and truly underway. Whilst for many of us 

our attention is on Christmas and the end of the school year, it’s amazing how much work has already 

gone into preparing for the 2021 school year. Most of our enrolments for 2021 are set, although we are 

still receiving one or two enquiries.  

 

At this stage we plan to have 14 classes. With a class average of 23 students, plus support staff, this 

structure allows for growth and student movement and provides opportunities for teachers to work in 

teams. Students and teachers will work closely, especially in levels, sharing spaces and strengths when 

appropriate. It is important to remember that all teachers have other administration duties alongside 

their classroom responsibilities, which will require them to be released on an ongoing basis. 

 

As indicated in previous newsletters, we have already given a great deal of thought to the placement of 

each child – a decision that is not taken lightly. We endeavour to provide each child with the opportunity 

to be part of a class that will allow him or her the best opportunity to learn. Consideration is given to 

each child’s social and emotional needs, ability, behaviour, etc. Individual needs and a whole school 

perspective must be considered. However, having said that, with our connecting classrooms accessed via 

sliding doors and moveable walls, our students are more able to engage and interact with students and 

teachers from other classes.  
 

We are a community of learners and we learn for, from and with each other. This includes us all and not 

just a selection. It is exposure to a variety of personalities and qualities that help us develop as a whole 

person. Life is sometimes not about being in the perfect situation, but making the most of the situation we 

are in. 

 

With many goals still to be achieved until the end of the school year, we will continue with our plans for 

2021. In summary, staff for 2021 will be: 
 

Parish Priest:     Fr Andrew Madry 

Principal:     Mr Patrick Torpey 

Deputy Principal / Director of Learning: Mrs Annie Herbison 

Religious Education Leader:   Mrs Leanne Snell 

Administration:     Mrs Anne-Maree Smith (Tues-Fri),  

Mrs Donna Coelho (Mon, Thurs-Fri) 

Classroom Teachers: 
Year Prep J           Miss Genevieve Jones 

Year Prep LC           Miss Laura Leung (Mon, Tues, Wed, Fri), Mrs Sarah Crough (Thurs) 

Year 1X              Mrs Belinda Xanthis   

Year 1WM                Mrs Jessica Wickens (Mon, Tues, Wed, Fri), Mrs Jen McGrath (Thurs) 

Year 2D              Miss Belinda Dalach  

Year 2M               Mr Nicholas Mosele 

Year 3WM               Mrs Debbie Wood (Mon, Tues, Thur, Fri), Mrs Jen McGrath (Wed) 

Year 3SD                 Mrs Leanne Snell (Mon, Tues, Fri), Mrs Rachel De La Haye (Wed, Thurs) 
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Year 4L                 Mrs Samantha Lutgens 

Year 4G  Mr Chris Giosis 

Year 5CI       Miss Lisa Chiappalone (Mon, Tues, Wed, Fri), Mrs Helen Interligi (Thurs) 

Year 5SS            Mrs Belinda Slonim (Mon, Tues, Wed, Fri) Mrs Maria Scandizzo (Wed) 

Year 6DW               Mrs Lucy D’Angelo (Mon, Tues, Wed), Mrs Laura Wegmann ( Thurs,Fri) 

Year 6S             Mr Trevor Snelling 

 

Specialist Teachers: 

 Performing Arts:     Mrs Christy Riddiford (Tuesday - Thursday) 

 Information Resource Centre:   Mrs Annette Melenhorst (Tuesday – Thursday) 

 Physical Education:    Mr Clinton Johnson (Wednesday – Friday)  

 Italian:      Mrs Silvana Cetrola: (Monday – Tuesday)  

 Learning Support Officers (LSOs): Mrs Trish Andrew, Mrs Carmel Sullivan, Mrs Mary Cedro, 

Mrs Milena De Lillo, Mrs Lisa Stewart,  

Miss Michaela Torpey 

 

Other positions of responsibility include: 

 Reading Recovery / Literacy Learning Intervention  – Mrs Louise Skues 

 Sustainability/Kitchen Garden  – Mrs Anne Deegan 

 Learning Diversity Leader  – Miss Anne Livera 

 Literacy Leader –  Mrs Belinda Slonim 

 Numeracy Leader – Miss Laura Leung 

 Digital Technologies Leader – Mrs Jessica Wickens 

 Student Wellbeing Leader – Miss Lisa Chiappalone 

 Mr Frank Davis - Maintenance / Gardener 
 

As you would have identified in the staff list, there are changes in staff for 2021 and whilst we are sad to 

see colleagues leave, we are excited by the change. Change may be a difficult thing for many of us to accept, 

but one thing we do know in life is that change is inevitable. 

 

As well as welcoming back Mrs Helen Interligi, we are also very excited to welcome two new members to 

our team - Mr Chris Giosis and Mr Trevor Snelling. 

 

Mr Giosis has been a teacher for almost 10 years, and has enjoyed working with a variety of teachers 

across different year levels. Whilst much of his classroom experience has been at St Patrick’s Primary 

School, Mentone and St Simon’s Primary School, Rowville, Mr Giosis has coached a variety of sports at 

different levels, especially basketball. He thoroughly enjoys creating rich and meaningful learning 

experiences for the students in his care and has been involved in organising many of the extra curricula 

activities associated with schools. For the past two years, Mr Giosis has worked with Student Leadership 

teams to help promoted and organised social justice events throughout the school. I’m sure Mr Giosis will 

be a wonderful asset to our team at St Justin’s.  
 

Mr Trevor Snelling has also been teaching for almost 10 years in a variety of educational settings including 

the Garden International School, (one of the world’s leading International Schools) Kuala Lumpur, 

Malaysia, St John’s College, Preston, and Templeton Primary School, Wantirna. Originally from the UK, 

Mr Snelling has a love of travel and has experienced many diverse activities and places. He enjoys the 

theatre, music and cinema and is a keen sportsman, especially enjoying diving, soccer and the AFL. Mr 

Snelling has had a keen focus on supporting the implementation of many extra curricula activities at his 

previous schools and has been heavily involved in many worldwide charities.  Mr Snelling has already 

visited our school on a number of occasions and is very much looking forward to joining our team. 
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We look forward to a great year and thank everyone for their many contributions this year. Please note 

that reports, portfolios and notification of class placements will be sent home before the end of the year. 

 

 

Christmas Cheer 
Christmas has always been a time of sharing and our children certainly enter into the spirit. 

It’s not unusual for students at St Justin’s to hand out Christmas cards, not just to their 

friends, but to all class members. Often attached to the envelopes and/or cards, are 

candy canes, a simple but effective way of wishing friends a “Merry Christmas”. 

Unfortunately, many candy canes contain traces of food colouring and/or nuts that 

many of our children are highly allergic too. Whilst we don’t want to be considered 

the “Christmas Grouch”, with the safety of all students at our school on our mind, we 

ask you to consider an alternative “gift”. We ask that Christmas canes be eaten at 

home. 

 

 

Parish Mass Bookings 

Dear Parishioners and friends, 

I am so glad to announce that we are now permitted up to 150 people indoors in churches across 

Victoria. The actual number will depend on the size of the Church (density rule). Based on the density 

rules, St Justin's will be able to accommodate 70 people. 

WEEKDAY MASS: 
There is no need for parishioners to book ahead for WEEKDAY Mass. However, each attendee must still 

register name and contact phone number immediately upon entering the Church Foyer. 

WEEKEND MASSES: 
For WEEKEND Masses, booking will still be essential so that our parish continues, for the good of all, 

to observe the COVID regulations respectfully. 

For booking please call the Parish Office on 9401-6335 during business hours (Tue: 2pm - 4pm; 

Wed:  10am -4 pm; Thu: 10am - 2pm; Fri: 12 midday - 4pm) or the School Office 9561 7644 Mon – Fri 

9am – 4pm. 

We still need to check you off the pre-registration list, so please arrive early to Mass to avoid queues and 

delays to the start of Mass. 

Mass times: 
Monday – Saturday: 9.15am 

Saturday 6.00pm (vigil) 

Sunday: 8.30am, 10.30am & 5.00pm 

   

May God bless you and keep you safe and healthy.    

Fr. Andrew 
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TERM FOUR 

Thursday 10th December  Parent / Teacher Interviews 

Friday 11th December St Justin’s Charity Day 

Monday 14th December Year 6 Graduation Fun Day 

Tuesday 15th December Year 6 Graduation 

Wednesday 16th December End of Term/Year finish 1.00pm 

 

Kitchen Garden Program 

This week in the garden the Prep students are learning about sunflowers. Sunflowers are a beautiful plant 

with unique qualities.  They are so named for the way they turn their blooms from east to west to follow 

the sun. The students observed a time-lapse video of the lifecycle of a sunflower, and learnt how to 

harvest the sunflower seeds from videos taken earlier in the year at school of the sunflowers from our 

own garden.  Using a small paper plate painted yellow, the students created a craft sunflower attaching 

actual sunflower seeds to the plate.  

 
The Prep students planted a sunflower seed in a newspaper pot a few weeks ago and are noticing the 

growth from week to week, also observing how some just don’t grow. They have been tending to the 

plants’ needs by watering and placing them in sunlight during the day, bringing them in again each night 

to protect them. 
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In our vegetable garden this week, the Prep students used their garden gloves to pull out the weeds 

amongst the zucchini, cucumber, tomatoes and carrots. They found a few little bugs 

and a couple of caterpillars feasting on some of the plants 

- a closer inspection with a magnifying glass piqued their 

interest. They also used the magnifying glass to inspect the 

patterns and veins on different leaves. After collecting a 

variety of leaves, they used colourful crayons to imprint 

the patterns by rubbing them onto paper.   

 

 
Marine Ambassadors 

 

This week the Year 4 students were provided information about the role of Marine Ambassador for 2021. 

It is a highly sought after role at St Justin’s where four students represent the school and participate in 

excursions that teach them all about the issues concerning our marine environment. Using a peer 

teaching model the students learn from and with other students from other schools with the intention of 

spreading awareness about how to protect our waterways and reduce pollutants.  

 

All year 4 students will be offered an opportunity to express their interest in becoming a Marine 

Ambassador. Successful applicants will be selected by a leadership group comprising Mrs Deegan, Mr 

Torpey, Mrs Herbison and the year 4 teachers. All year 4 students are made aware that the four students 

selected represent our school, and they have a responsibility to educate their peers with the learning they 

are exposed to by participating in the program. They will need our support and congratulations.  

 

Though we had a very different year with the restrictions, the 2020 Marine Ambassadors Leah, Kaitlyn, 

Marcus S and Coirle showed great enthusiasm and were fortunate enough to spend a morning in the bay 

swimming with the seals at Sorrento in March. Using a digital platform, the Dolphin Research Institute 

who run the Marine Ambassador Program organised zoom meetings for the Ambassadors which proved 

highly successful. So successful that Mandy from DRI won an award last week reflecting her dedication 

and innovation to continue to inspire students about caring for our environment. 
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Mandy Robertson, DRI's Education Director, achieved the "2020 Educator of the year" 
 

The award is from Environment Education Victoria's 2020 Educator of the Year awards in the 

category of "Community Educator of the Year (Environmental Education Provider).   
 

The award acknowledges “a major contribution to environmental and/or sustainability education in 

the financial year 2019-2020, above and beyond their regular duties”. 
 

It was very pleasing to see that some of our 2020 Ambassadors attended regular zoom sessions on 

Wednesdays at 4:00pm, often for 45 mins, interacting with other students and learning from Mandy and 

her team of educators often appearing on location. These 2020 Ambassadors are passionate about the 

environment and I am sure they will continue to drive change for a better future for our planet. Thank you 

Leah, Kaitlyn, Marcus S and Coirle for participating as best as you could under difficult circumstances. 

 

Bottle Top Competition 

Last week the following students were the winners for their class for the Guess the number of bottle tops 

competition to win a free lunchbox. Students who guessed the number closest to the actual number 

received their new lunchbox. The answer: 311 

 

Winners: 

Prep Ariyan A, Romeo B, Patrick J                             

Year 1 Elly D, Lily SB,  

Year 2 Ashton S, Arabella 

Year 3 Ruby S, Grace B 

Year 4 Sabra T, Mark HR  

Year 5 Marcus Y, Tobi V 

Year 6 Alex G, 

 

Please continue to collect bottle tops & place them in the green buckets in your classrooms. 
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World Soil Day - 5th December 

 

Under the leadership of the Kingdom of Thailand and within the framework of 

the Global Soil Partnership, the Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) has 

supported the formal establishment of World Soil Day as a global awareness 

raising platform. The FAO Conference unanimously endorsed World Soil Day in 

June 2013 and requested its official adoption at the 68th UN General Assembly. 

In December 2013, the UN General Assembly responded by designating 5 

December 2014 as the first official World Soil Day. World Soil Day is held 

annually on 5 December as a means to focus attention on the importance of 

healthy soil and to advocate for the sustainable management of soil resources. 

Should you wish to learn more about why having a World Soil Day is so 

important please view the following clip: World Soil Day video 

 

Melbourne Water Kids Teaching Kids- Virtual Conference 

 
All year 6 students attended a virtual event on Monday 30th November run by Melbourne Water Kids 

Teaching Kids. Kids Teaching Kids is a peer teaching educational model that uses local environmental 

themes for learning. It starts in the classroom and extends to the community. This is the 14th Kids 

Teaching KIds event delivered in partnership with Melbourne Water. It is typically a 2 day event held at 

Melbourne University and Collingwood Childrens farm attended by the school’s 

Sustainability Leaders, however this year it is a virtual event and as such is 

more broadly available to all students.  

 

The day began with the National Anthem and Acknowledgment of 

Country, with adult and student guest speakers. We had a few 

technical issues but eventually we were able to join in the conference 

and hear from inspirational speakers with a passion for caring for our 

environment. The students learnt from other students how to make beeswax wraps 

and t- shirt bags, reducing the amount of plastic wrap needed for lunches and single use 

plastic bags.  

 

https://video.link/w/w3B4b
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This week we are going to talk about kindness - what does it mean and how do we show it? Are we kind to 

others around us? Are we kind to ourselves? 

 

The word ‘kind’ is a noun - it is defined as the quality of being friendly, generous and considerate, 

without expecting praise or reward in return. It is an interpersonal skill that often requires courage and 

strength and can be seen in the actions of people who are affectionate, gentle and warm, and show 

compassion, care and concern for those around them. There are different ways to practise kindness. 

 

You might help someone in need - it could be as simple as offering a smile to someone who looks upset, 

holding open a door for the person coming in after you or offering to carry a heavy load. Celebrating the 

successes of someone you care about, giving an honest compliment, sending a thank you email or telling 

someone how special they are to you are all simple ways to show kindness to those around you also. 
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It’s important to remember to be kind to yourself also - praise yourself when you do a good job, rather 

than being critical if you make a mistake, allow your inner voice to be supportive and warm.  

Kindness is a chemical - acts of kindness trigger the release of oxytocin (the ‘love’ hormone), which plays 

a role in the formation of social bonds and trust between people. It has been linked to making us more 

trusting, more generous and friendlier, while also lowering our blood pressure. Being kind is good for 

you! 

 

Below are some suggestions for small acts of kindness children and adults can carry out, throughout the 

month of December leading up to Christmas and then beyond. 
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NETBALL NEWS 
AUTUMN 2021 Saturday comp Netball Registrations are being taken for next 

year, all age groups 8 years and over! 

Games are held at Waverley NETBALL Centre, Cnr Jells & Waverley Rds, Glen 

Waverley each Saturday . 

 

Gather your friends and get in quick to obtain a spot. 

Season commences week of 1st February 2021. 

 

For more information, please contact Marg Barnes St Justin's NETBALL CLUB 

President e:margtbarnes@bigpond.com  

 

 

 

 
 

Operoo is the new name for CareMonkey, so we will gradually start removing the name CareMonkey 

from all of our literature to help you adjust to the new name! 

 

mailto:e%3Amargtbarnes@bigpond.com
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Skoolbag App 
We are aware that Skoolbag have made some changes 

across the school holidays.   

 

To ensure that you have the most up to date version we ask 

that you delete and re-add your Skoolbag APP to ensure 

that you are getting all of the latest information & 

notifications from us via your phone. 
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Don’t miss your chance to be part of Mazenod Football Club in Season 2021. 
 

With COVID restriction easing throughout the state, 2021 could well be the most highly anticipated and 

participated season in history!  We expect interest in the return of community football to be at 

unprecedented levels.  Now is the time to book your place for next season to avoid missing out.   

 

The only way to guarantee a place is to register now, visit 
trybooking.com/BNBGI 

http://www.trybooking.com/BNBGI
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