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Dear Families and Friends, 

 

Welcome back to Term 3. We hope you all had the opportunity to spend time with loved ones. This term 

promises to be another busy one (even with a slight adjustment this week - let’s hope anyway), one with 

many exciting events planned.  

 

As announced last term, this week we welcome Mrs Angelique (Ange) Loadman to our community, who will 

take on the teaching responsibility of Year 1X. Mrs Loadman has taught in a variety of educational settings 

including a few years overseas. Whilst she has taught all year levels, Mrs Loadman has much experience 

teaching the Junior Classes. She was at Our Lady’s Primary School, Surrey Hills, where she has held many 

positions of leadership, including Religious Education Leader and Student Wellbeing Leader. I know she’ll 

be a wonderful asset to our community. 

 

This Sunday our Gospel reading comes from Mark 6:30-34. Unfortunately, when Jesus 

arranged for himself and the disciples to have some time out, the crowd anticipated 

where they were going and actually beat them there! When the disciples arrived at 

their lonely spot, they were once again overwhelmed by the crowd. However, Jesus 

recognised the demands of the crowd as being more urgent than the demands of the 

disciples and himself. He took pity on them – he was moved by compassion – and 

responded to their need. 

 

Jesus demonstrated how important it is to engage in times of quiet prayer and 

reflection. When you expend a lot of time and energy in the service of others it is 

essential to reflect on those experiences, to learn from them and consider what you’d 

do differently next time. It is also important that any ministry that seeks to be based in 

the message of Jesus can only remain so if it is fuelled by prayer. Only through 

prayerful dialogue with God can we learn what God desires for us. 

 

COVID Update 
As you are aware, the Victorian Government has imposed a 5 day lockdown from 11.59pm Thursday 15th 

July until 11.59pm Tuesday 20th July, 2021. As a result, all Catholic schools in Victoria will transition to 

remote and flexible learning during this period. A separate letter was emailed today to all families. 
 

Please note: Existing sign in and out processes continue to be used to 

record visitor attendance, for legal and regulatory obligations 

 

Professional Learning Day - School Closure Day 

Please be mindful that on Thursday 29th July 2021 (Week 3), all staff will renew their First 

Aid Level 2 Qualifications. This will be a closure day for students.  
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Front School Gate 

A reminder that the driveway front gate has been automated. The gate is now controlled via a remote control 

– the gate will be opened each morning and closed at night. The remote control also enables us to close the 

gate during certain times throughout the day, eg: during recess and lunch breaks. If you need access and the 

gate is closed, please call the Parish Office 9401 6335 or School Office 9561 7644. If you happen to find 

yourself on St Justin’s grounds at any stage and the gate is shut, simply drive over the yellow disk at the 

bottom, left hand side of the driveway and the gate will automatically open – it will close automatically 

shortly after.  

Please note that whilst we want to ensure that the 

grounds at St Justin’s are available to all during the 

designated times, it is Private Property and as such, 

should not be accessed unless permission has been 

granted by the appropriate authorities - Parish Priest 

or Principal. 

 

Confirmation Commitment Mass 
As part of the candidates’ preparation for Confirmation, the Year 6 students are expected to attend a 

Commitment Mass next weekend. Due to Covid 19 there is still a limit to how many people we are allowed to 

have gather in our church. Currently we are able to have a total of 150 people at each mass including 

parishoners and this will affect the total number of people able to attend.  We are asking families to book the 

Commitment Mass they wish to attend online via the following trybooking link:  
 

https://www.trybooking.com/BSZVI 
 

Families may choose from the following mass times with the following limits:   

 Saturday 24th July 6.00pm 80 people   

 Sunday 25th July 8.30am      100 people 

 Sunday 25th July 10.30am    60 people  

 Sunday 25th July 5.00pm     110 people 
This booking link closes at 3:00pm on Friday July 23rd, 2021. 

 

The Confirmation Candidates will receive a Commitment Pledge as a part of their preparation.  

 

It is important for them to read over the pledge a few times so that they can recite it at the mass and they will  

sign the pledge prior to attending mass with a witness also signing it. The purpose of the pledge is to 

reaffirm the student’s commitment to making their Confirmation.  

 

If you have any queries in regards to the Commitment Mass please do not hesitate to contact Leanne Snell or 

your child’s classroom teacher.  
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Junior School Incursion 
On Thursday 24th June, the second last day of Term 2, the Prep, Year 1 and Year 2 students were fortunate 

enough to participate in an incursion. The incursion was run by a group called Wanyara who aim to share 

Aboriginal culture and history from the perspective of Aboriginal people to create lifelong connections and 

lasting change. During our Term 2 Inquiry unit, students learned about the seven seasons the people of the 

Kulin nation use to describe the weather and climate. Subsequently, they were keen to learn more about 

Aboriginal culture and history.  

 

The students participated in three different rotations, each with a different focus. One activity involved 

students learning about and passing around different Aboriginal objects, such as a possum skin, hunting 

stick and didgeridoo, amongst many others. Another activity revolved around art in which students used 

Aboriginal symbols to represent the different parts of their life. The last activity was a sport one in which 

students played a traditional Aboriginal game where they had to work in teams and tag one another.  
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PE in Term 3 
This term we have made a few changes to days on which PE will be taken for classes. Please refer to this 

table so you know when your child should be in PE uniform. 

 Wednesday - Year 4s, 3WM, 6S, Year 2s 

 Thursday - 1WM, 6DW, Year Preps, Year 5s 

 Friday - 1X, 3SD, Year 5/6s 

 

Division Cross Country 2021 

On a very wet and cold Wednesday morning, 19 of our students from Years 3-6 competed in the Monash 

Waverley Division Cross Country at Jells Park. These students had progressed through the school and 

District Cross Country carnivals to be able to compete.  

 

In what was really difficult conditions we had wonderful efforts from all of our competitors. Congratulations 

to the following students who represented the school: 

Salvatore C, Luca S, Arnika G, Ayla I, Lily S, Chiara T, Thomas D, Zak T, Daniel L, Sienna M, Gemma L, 

Gavin R, Matthew T, Gizelle G, Natalie H, Sophie H, Kaitlyn L and Grace R.  

 

A special congratulations goes to Giselle G, Gavin R, Matthew T and Arnika G who finished in the top 12 of 

their respective races and have now made it to the Regional Cross Country Comps that will be held next 

week.  

 

Mr Johnson  

 

The bread bag and tag collection  
The Wonder Bread bag and tag collection finished this week –thanks everyone for your support. We’ll now 

send our collection off and see if win any prizes – if nothing else, we know we’ve contributed to recycling 

plastic. 
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Please note that whilst every attempt is made to ensure that dates are accurately listed, things may need to 

change from time to time. Please check this section on a regular basis. Thank you for your understanding. 
 

TERM THREE 

Tuesday 20th July PEB Meeting 

Friday 23rd July Year WM Assembly 

Saturday 24th July Confirmation Commitment Mass 6.00pm 

Sunday 25th July Confirmation Commitment Mass 08.30am 

 Confirmation Commitment Mass 10.30am 

 Confirmation Commitment Mass 5.00pm 

Tuesday 27th July Fair on the Hill Meeting 

Thursday 29th July School Closure Day 

 6S Confirmation Family Workshop 6:45pm (Wheeler Wing) 

 6DW Confirmation Family Workshop 6:45pm (PAC) 

 (6DW – PAC) 

Friday 30th July 100 Days of Prep 

 Trivia Night 

Saturday 31st July Confirmation Medal Mass 6.00pm 

Sunday 1st August Confirmation Medal Mass 8.30am 

 Confirmation Commitment Mass 10.30am 

 Confirmation Commitment Mass 5.00pm 

Thursday 5th August Year 6 Confirmation Retreat Day 

Friday 6th August Trivia Night (Back-up Night) 

Tuesday 10th August Parents and Friends Meeting 

Wednesday 11th August Fr Mick Wheeler’s Anniversary 

Thursday 12th August Year 3/4 Camp Information Night 

Sunday 15th August Feast of the Assumption 

Thursday 19th August Year 6DW confirmation (5:00pm) 

 Year 6S confirmation (7:00pm) 

Saturday 21st August Working Bee 

Mon 23rd Aug – Fri 27th Aug Book Week 

Thursday 26th August District Athletics 

Tuesday 31st August Fair on the Hill Meeting 

Sunday 5th September Fathers’ Day 

Thurs 9th Sept – Fri 10th Sept Year 3/4 Camp 

Tuesday 14th September Parents and Friends Meeting 

Friday 17th September School Colour Run 

 End of Term 3 
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Premiers Reading Challenge 
I can tell that there has been a lot of reading over the holidays as 1903 books have now been finished by St. 

Justin's students. We are nearly at the 2000 mark so keep reading and even if you have finished the 

challenge, please keep adding books to your account. The reading challenge ends on September 17th so that 

still gives students 2 months to add as many books as they can. 

 

Another 7 students have finished the challenge. Well done to: 

Prep: Max, Bella 

Gr 1: Oliver, Joseph 

Gr 2: Tyson, Andy 

Gr 3: Georgia 

 

  

What a wonderful start to Term 3 we have all had at St 

Justin’s! After a well deserved break for all staff and 

students it was wonderful to see everyone return to 

school with a big smile and lots of energy for a busy term 

ahead.  

 

Term 3 is traditionally a very busy time for staff and 

students - we are in the second semester of learning, 

expectations have been set and children are generally 

focused and keen to move into more challenging learning 

tasks - this can be a somewhat stressful time for some children, as they may feel an increased pressure to 

know more, be more, do better.  While we remain focused on keeping a positive growth mindset towards 

learning and relationships, it is also incredibly important to remember we need to be kind to ourselves and 

each other - this behaviour, exemplified by acts of generosity, consideration and concern for others, without 

expecting praise or reward in return, can help keep children on track and remind them not to get bogged 

down by the negative thoughts or pressures they put on themselves. Experiencing acts of kindness has been 

shown to increase self esteem, empathy and compassion, improve mood and decrease levels of cortisol - the 

stress hormone!  
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A wonderful resource to assist with making kindness the norm at 

home can be found at:  

Random Acts of Kindness | Welcome 

 

This wonderful resource will provide families with talking points, 

activities and personal journal prompts that can help you create 

a culture of kindness that starts at home. 

 

Practicing kindness, either toward other people or towards 

ourselves, can lead to positive mental health and physical 

changes that occur quickly and are long-lasting. Let’s take this 

journey together to create a kindness revolution to help our 

children and ourselves manage the daily stresses of our lives, to 

improve our sense of self and wellbeing and be the best version of ourselves we can be - in our interactions 

with others and in our learning. 

  

 

 

 

 

https://www.randomactsofkindness.org/
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