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Dear Families and Friends, 
 

Lent is a special time of prayer, penance, sacrifice and good works in 

preparation of the celebration of Easter.  

 

The Lenten Season calls all people to examine their lives and explore the areas 

that have been less than whole, and how these might be restored or remedied. In 

the time of Lent we have an annual opportunity to consider how to be more fully 

alive – to give greater glory to God. 

What personal changes can we commit to making this Lent? 
 

Loving God, 

Give us courage when we are afraid,  

hope when we are discouraged,  

Clarity in times of indecision 

Teach us to trust you as you fashion us  

into the people you want us to be. 

Hear our prayer 

 

Easing of the Covid – 19 Restrictions 
Due to the easing of Covid-19 restrictions, in conjunction with the Catholic Education Commission of 

Victoria Guidelines, and after consultation with the Parish Education Board and staff, commencing on 

Tuesday 9th March until further notice, St Justin’s will change some of its daily practices, and in some 

cases, revert back to pre-Covid practices.  
 

Face Masks 
 As directed by the Victorian Chief Health Officer, from 11.59pm Friday 26th February, face masks 

are recommended, but not mandatory, for use by staff, students and visitors when physical 

distancing of 1.5 metres cannot be maintained.  Face masks must be carried at all times.  

 Face masks must be worn at St Justin’s by parents who enter the Junior corridor at drop off, given 

the nature of the tight space and number of people. After school, parents are asked to please wait 

undercover or outside exterior doors to greet their child. 

 Face masks do not need to be worn in the office areas when 1.5m distance can be maintained or 

outside the school buildings.  

Cont’d overleaf 
 

St Justin’s “Working Bee on the Hill” 
Saturday 13th March, 1:30 pm – 4:30 pm 

If you would like to take the opportunity to have a Volunteer Interview, please let the office 

know or catch up with Mr Torpey on the day – overalls and boots permitted.  

mailto:principal@sjwheelershill.catholic.edu.au
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Morning Drop Off  
 Drop off time will be between 8:40am - 8:55am 

 There will be two staff members on duty during this time - One in the Undercover/Kitchen Garden 

area and the other on the Back Oval. 

 Students are not allowed on the front playground/oval/basketball court before school. 

 There will be no allocated drop off zones. Parents/carers are invited to: 

o make arrangements with Before School Care,  

o kiss and drop, 

o park (outside the 2 minute parking zone, bus zone, driveways, etc.) and 

observe their child walking into the school grounds, 

o park (outside the 2 minute parking zone, bus zone, driveways, etc.) and 

accompany their child into the school grounds, 

o park (outside the 2 minute parking zone, bus zone, driveways, etc.) and 

accompany their child into the classroom, taking note of density limits (2 

-3 parents per classroom) 

 Once students have unpacked their bags and greeted the teacher, they can go 

outside and play with their friends.  

 When we ring the bell, students line up in the Undercover Area. Parents are welcome to stay for 

morning assemblies in the Undercover Area, ensuring they maintain social distancing. On wintery 

days, students will stay in their classroom (an announcement will be made). 
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Afternoon Pick Up  
 Afternoon pick up will revert back to pre-Covid times (please note change):  

o Monday: 3:15pm 

o Tuesday - Friday: 3:30pm 

 There will be one staff member on duty, based in the Undercover Area. 

 There will be no allocated pick up zones or times (please note change). Parents/carers are invited 

to: 

o make arrangements with After School Care 

o arrange to meet their child at a designated spot, being mindful of the 2 minute parking zone, 

bus zones, driveways, etc.  

o park (outside the 2 minute parking zone, bus zone, driveways, etc.) and wait in a suitable 

spot, including: 

 the Undercover area (please ensure social distancing of 1.5m)  

 outside any pedestrian gates (please ensure social distancing of 1.5m)  

 outside the driveway gates. (please ensure social distancing of 1.5m)  

o Any child not collected before 3:45pm (3:30pm on Monday) will be taken to the office where 

arrangements will be made. 

o Be patient and considerate at all times, following all road rules – safety is everyone’s 

responsibility. 
 

Playground 

 During recess and lunch, students will be able to play in any designated area, with the exceptions: 

o The Senior Playground is restricted to Year 3-6 on designated days, 

o The Back Oval is timetabled for different year levels throughout the week 

o The Junior Adventure Playground is restricted to Years Prep - Year 2. 

Parent Helpers 
 Parent helpers are now permitted to help in the classrooms. Please ensure you have: 

o made prior arrangements with the classroom teacher, and  

o registered as a volunteer at St Justin’s (see the newsletter for more details)  

 When helping in the classroom, the following requirements apply: 

o all parent helpers must register via the front office, collecting a “Parent 

Helpers” lanyard that should be worn at all times whilst on school 

premises. 

o parent helpers in the classroom need to wear a face mask, as this 

activity requires parents to be less than 1.5m away from students.   

 
 

 

School Photos 
Thursday 25th March 2021 - Full summer uniform 

Parking 
A reminder to all drivers to please be considerate when parking, ensuring that we park close to 

the curb and close to driveways, leaving enough room for others to park behind, if possible. We 

should never park over driveways – not only is it the law, but it is also disrespectful to our 

neighbours. Safety in and around the school is a responsibility we all share. If parking in the 2 

minute zone, please stay with your vehicle – the 2 min zone was never designed for drivers to 

park and run down to the school. 

 



St Justin’s Parish School, Wheelers Hill 
 

All Children Can Achieve Success 
 

Condolences to Father Andrew 
 

Please hold Father Andrew Madry and his family in your prayers after the peaceful passing of his father, 

Zygmunt Madry this morning.  May he rest in peace. 

 

Enrolments 2022 
Our enrolment process for 2022 has commenced. Any current school families who have 

children who will be attending Prep next year are asked to come to the school office and 

collect a 2022 enrolment form.  If it isn’t convenient to come in, please phone and we will 

send a form home.  We would like these forms returned by March 17th 2021 so we have 

an idea of our numbers for 2022 before we offer places to new families. 

 

Our Open Day will be held on Thursday March 18, 9am-3pm, which is an opportunity 

for new families looking for a school for their children for 2022 to come along and have 

a look at our school and at that time collect an enrolment form. 

 

St Justin’s Parish Education Board (PEB) 
This week we held our first Parish Education Board meeting for 2021. This year’s PEB members are: 

 Fr Andrzej Madry  (Parish Priest) 

 Patrick Torpey  (School Principal & PEB Executive Officer) 

 Annie Herbison  (Deputy Principal & Director of Learning) 

 Rita Ghalie  (Chair)   

 Aili Yang  (Secretary)  

 David Gibcus  (General Committee) 

 Sharon Caruana (Parents and Friends) 

 Tony Di Iorio  (Maintenance and Development) 

 

The PEB acts as an advisory board to the Parish Priest and Principal in matters pertaining to education 

within the Parish. The members provide a link between the Parish Priest, Principal, staff and parishioners 

regarding the provision of Catholic education within our community. We aim to foster strong relationships 

within our Parish community and with our local Catholic Secondary Schools and pre-schools, promoting 

our Catholic ethos and supporting our Religious Education programs. Our role also involves promotion of 

St Justin’s in our community, enhancing opportunities for enrolments to the Parish School. 

 

The PEB also assists the Parish Priest and Principal in supporting our Child Safety efforts. This is a 

regular agenda item through which we ensure the policy is enacted to the best of our capabilities. 

Additionally, we discuss the school’s Annual Action Plan, which includes the goals and actions we have in 

place to provide the best possible education for our students and the environment in which we all exist 

daily. 

 

School Photos 

Just a reminder that school photos will be taken on Thursday March 25th. As always, 

please ensure that your child is in correct summer school uniform, wearing clean, black 

school shoes. Long hair should be tied up, using sky blue or maroon hair ties. Smiles are 

essential. Information specific to school photos will be sent out shortly. 
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St Justin’s Working Bee on the Hill 
Saturday 13th March, 1:30 pm – 4:30 pm 

Everyone welcome 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

means you act in a way that shows you care about their feelings and wellbeing. 
  

At St Justin’s, we talk about ‘The 3 Rs’: 

 

RESPECT for SELF 

RESPECT for OTHERS 

      RESPECT for the ENVIRONMENT 

We regularly discuss these three pillars with each other and our 

students to encourage respectful behaviours and conversations in 

our daily school lives - whether on the playground or in the 

classroom, and when we are talking with peers or teachers. 

 

It is important to keep in mind that respect isn’t something that 

comes naturally - it has to be earned and learned, and the best way 

for children to learn how to be respectful is to have it modelled for 

them by trusted adults. The way we treat each other has an 

enormous impact on the way our children treat others around 

them.  

 

Respect means accepting someone for who they are, even when 

they are different from ourselves. Relationships built on respect 
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allow feelings of trust, safety and wellbeing to develop, in turn leading to deeper and more meaningful 

relationships being formed. 

 

What does RESPECT look like:  

 

 

 
 

At school we model our 3Rs constantly in our interactions with our students, in turn we encourage the 

children to take these learned behaviours and make them a part of their daily interactions with each other, 

their teachers and their families. 

 

 

 

 

 

Receiving respect from others is important because it helps us to 

feel safe and to express ourselves. For children, being respected by 

important people in their lives growing up teaches them how to be 

respectful toward others and leads to a greater sense of self, 

happiness and wellbeing. 
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Volunteering at St Justin’s 
St Justin’s Primary School seeks to provide a safe, open and nurturing learning environment for all students. 

The school acknowledges the value that volunteers play in a variety of learning, school based and community 

activities and actively encourages their participation. 
 

To ensure the safety and wellbeing and protection of all students, St Justin’s 

Parish Primary School, ensures that all of our policies and practices embed a 

child-safe culture that has zero tolerance for child abuse. Our recruitment, 

screening, induction, ongoing monitoring and assessment for volunteers align 

with our Child Safety Policy and our Child Safety Code of Conduct and adhere 

to the requirements of Clause 10 of Ministerial Order No. 870 (Volunteers).  
 

St Justin’s Primary School takes its commitment to maintaining a ‘child safe’ environment for all students 

and young people seriously and implores that all members of the school community, including volunteers, 

work with us to achieve this. 
 

A volunteer is defined as any unpaid individual who provides support in educational, sporting, extra 

curricula or school community activities to the school. Their assistance is provided under the direction and 

supervision of identified school representatives. 
 

Any parent who wishes to volunteer their services to the school must ensure they participate in the school’s 

volunteer screening and induction procedures. 
 

All volunteers must: 

 Provide evidence (driver’s license/Medicare card/passport) of personal identity 

 Provide a valid Working with Children Check (WWCC) 

 Respond to Volunteer Application questions 

 Complete two Referee Reports for Volunteers that affirm that volunteer’s suitability for working with 

children 

 Meet with the Principal and/or Deputy Principal as part of our regular interview process. A Record 

of Interview will be completed at this time. 
 

If you require an interview, please ring the office on 9561 7644 to make an appointment. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please note that reminder letters are being sent out this week specific to student medications which have 

not been supplied, are expired, about to expire or we have no current supporting paperwork for your 

child’s medication via Operoo.   If you already have work underway to address the outstanding items in the 

notice, please drop an email to office@sjwheelershill.catholic.edu.au to let us know. 

 

mailto:office@sjwheelershill.catholic.edu.au
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Sustainability Leaders 
This Friday is Clean Up Australia Day for schools. As a school we have decided to make class pledges to 
keep our environment clean. 
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Marine Ambassadors 
The Marine Ambassadors had a lovely day out on 
Tuesday swimming with the seals in the bay at Sorrento. The weather was a little fresh but they all dealt 
with the conditions very well with resilience and gratitude. This was their first experience learning in a very 
hands on way about our marine environment. Next term they begin peer teaching sessions where they will 
gain confidence and experience teaching other students about their new learnings. We have some 
personal recounts from the Marine Ambassadors with a few photos of the day.  
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Recounts from some of the Marine Ambassadors: 
 

I enjoyed seeing the stingray glide across the bottom. I also loved watching the dolphins race our boat to the pier. The 
thing I love about dolphins is that they are so friendly - it made the experience so much better. One of the funniest 
things was when everyone was shivering and I felt completely fine and was not shivering or cold! The seals kept 
pushing each other off the platform. It was the funniest thing ever. On our little beach walk, there was a lot of rubbish. I 
think people should just walk 2 metres and put it in the bin. The sea dragons and fish were amazing. They were so 
fantastic. It was really fun when Tom was really cold his hot chocolate kept nearly spilling. Special thanks to the people 
at Moonraker for making this whole experience happen. Thank you to all the teachers (Mrs. Deegan, Mrs. Stewart, 
Mrs. Herbison and Mr. Torpey) - it's a great experience and it's an honour for me to be a Marine Ambassador. by Will 
 
I felt excited watching the seals push each other off the triangle structure in the middle of the sea. We also 
saw lots of anchored boats when we were walking across the sandy beach. The funniest thing today was 
when I was so cold that my hot chocolate almost came out of the cup! The Marine Ambassadors also saw 
a stingray at the bottom of the ocean. It was massive and it was almost 2 meters wide or bigger - but it 
was sleeping. At the start we saw some dragon fish. The boat that we went on was three stories high. The 
first story was where my group was, the second level was on the side where we saw the dolphins and the 
third level was the driver's seat. The message I give is that if you're at the beach, don’t leave your rubbish 
on the sand because then it can get washed away in the ocean and pollute. The sea animals will think it is 
food and start to eat it and choke - so don’t leave rubbish on the sand at the beach. I thank the teachers 
that came aboard this adventure and helped us and those who help organize this adventure - Mr. T,  Mrs. 
Herbison, Mrs. Deegan and Mrs. Stewart. by Tom 

I really enjoyed watching the dolphins race each other along the boat. It was exciting to see their 

fins pop out of the water. I also really liked having a look at all the seals stacked up on top of each 

other at the hut and pushing the other seals off.  It was really cool to have a look at the sea 

dragons and watch the little fish swimming by. We also saw a massive stingray that was right 

underneath us. When we hopped out of the water, I was freezing - I had about 3 towels/blankets 

wrapped around me. When it was time to get off the boat, we walked along the beach and saw a lot 

of rubbish which isn’t good - so make sure when you have finished with your rubbish, put it in a bin 

instead of just leaving on the ground. by Lexi: 



St Justin’s Parish School, Wheelers Hill 
 

All Children Can Achieve Success 
 

 

Year 4 Stewardship Program 
The Year 4 students have spent each Thursday afternoon involved in this new initiative for our school 
where they are taking on the role of “Stewards” - caretakers of our school environment. This week we got 
our hands dirty acting on a quick win for our school environment by refreshing the barrel planters in 
preparation for new plants next week. The Stewards got up close and personal with the compost, 
understanding the importance of this recycling process and the benefits to our plants. They also used a 
map of the school to identify key features using a map legend, and included their personal idea for school 
improvement using mathematical terms of location. 
 

Kitchen Garden 
The Year 4 students continue their Kitchen Garden experience next Tuesday where they will be making 
and sharing a meal made of ingredients from our garden - tomatoes, radishes, lettuce. Our menu will 
involve a pasta dish and salad. Please bring along your apron for Tuesday’s session.  

 

 
 

Something exciting is happening here soon….. Can you guess???? 

 

St Justin’s Swimming Program 

The St Justin’s Swimming Program will commence on the first day of Term 2, Monday 

19th April and run for two weeks. This program is conducted for students in Years Prep-

4. Parents wishing to support classes for this program are reminded that you will need a 

valid Working with Children Check and have completed an interview with either Patrick 

Torpey or Annie Herbison in the last two years. At this stage, we are uncertain if parent 

helpers will be permitted inside the complex, however as soon as we are aware we will inform parents of 

the process. More information will be made available towards the end of this term.  
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Pizza Lunch – Term 1 

 
 

Our Pizza Lunch for this term will be held on Thursday March 11th 

 

Margherita or Hawaiian  

$2.50 per slice 

 

 

Orders can be placed in the usual method of your child’s classroom bucket. When you place your order 

please ensure that your child’s name and class are clearly written on the envelope and that you enclose the 

correct money 

OR 

Orders can be placed online at https://sjwheelershill.cdfpay.org.au 

 

Closing time for ALL ORDERS is TUESDAY March 9, at 10:00am 

 

No late orders will be accepted 

 

 

 

St Justin’s Fair on the Hill  

Saturday 6th November, 2021 
 

We are excited to announce that the St Justin's 'Fair on the Hill' is back for 2021! 

 

While it may look a little different to previous years, there will still be plenty of fun 

activities and entertainment for the whole family. Live performances, rides, stalls, food and 

more are planned at this stage, with more details to follow as we engage further with the 

school community. 

 

Please get in touch if you would like to be involved on the committee or volunteer on the 

day, all are welcome! 

And we know it has been a difficult year for businesses, so we are keen to support 

our wonderful sponsors (current or new) throughout the year and on the day. 

 

Here's looking forward to bringing families and the community together for what will be a 

great day, save the date! 

 

https://sjwheelershill.cdfpay.org.au/
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Skoolbag - Smart Phone App 
Members of our school community are invited to download our Smart Phone 

App.  The App is used for communication between school and home – it is a 

portal for notifying absences, newsletters, notices and messages relevant to 

members of our school community.  
 

To download the app simply search for St Justins Catholic School, Wheelers 

Hills in the App store on your iPhone, Smartphone or iPad. 

 

Dates Ahead 

Sunday 7th March   Clean Up Australia Day 

Monday 8th March   Labour Day Public Holiday 

Tuesday 9th March   P & F Meeting 

     District Tennis 

     Pizza Day orders close (10:00am) 

Wednesday 10th March  Preps at School 

Thursday 11th March   P & F Pizza Day 

Saturday 13th March Working Bee  

Sunday 14th – Monday 22nd March Catholic Education Week 

Tuesday 16th March   Year 3 Parent/Child Reconciliation Workshop (7pm) 

P & F Easter Egg donations (casual clothes day) 

Wednesday 17th March  St Patricks Day 

Thursday 18th March St Justin’s Open Day 

  National Close the Gap Day 

Friday 19th March Interschool Summer Sport 

Sunday 21st March Harmony Day 

Monday 22nd March Harmony Day Activities 

Wednesday 24th March P & F Bakers Delight 6pk Fundraiser orders due 

Thursday 25th March School Photos 

 Feast of the Annunciation 

Friday 26th March Interschool Summer Sport 

 P & F Mini Hot Cross Bun Lunch orders due 

Sunday 28th March Palm Sunday 

 Holy Week 

Monday 29th March P & F Bakers Delight 6pk Fundraiser orders sent home 

Tuesday 30th March P & F Easter Raffle Tickets Due 

Wednesday 31st March P & F Mini Hot Cross Bun Lunch 

 P & F Raffle Wrapping Day 

Thursday 1st April P & F Easter egg Raffle drawn 

 End of Term 
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Upcoming Events – So much is happening!!!  

 

WORKING BEE 

13th March!  Come along and help out, then stick around for the BBQ and 

drinks that follow.  RSVP to Tony on 0404 863 443 so as he can sort out 

the logistics. 

 

 

OPEN DAY 

St Justin’s Open Day is fast approaching, a call out will be made for those 

who can assist on the day to welcome prospective families.  Nothing hard about it, all you need is a smile. 

 

Easter Events 
It can be a bit confusing so here’s a quick rundown of them all.  Flyers will be sent home in relation to each 

individual one. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

BAKERS DELIGHT FUNDRAISER 

Order your delicious 6-pack of Hot Cross Buns through the school for the $8.50 and $2.00 goes to the school!  

Packs will be delivered to your child’s class to bring home. 

 

MINI HOT CROSS BUN LUNCH 

Mini Hot Cross Buns to order for a delicious school lunch! Will be packed up and delivered to your child’s 

class, ready to eat at lunch.  Cost is just $1 each!! 
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CASUAL CLOTHES EGG DONATION DAY/EASTER RAFFLE 

The Easter Raffle is drawn on Friday April 1st at the school assembly. 

 

Each family will be asked for an Easter egg donation which is to be brought to school on 16th March and the 

children can wear casual clothes.  Raffle tickets will be sold. 

 

Here’s a cheat sheet to help remember all the dates in relation to our various Easter events including when 

orders are due. 
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