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Dear Family and Friends, 

 

Remembrance Day 
On Wednesday, our Liturgy Leaders led our Remembrance Day Service. It was a very moving service, 

reflecting the significance of the event and praying for peace. Thanks to all who were involved.  

 

St Justin’s Sports Carnival 
Our Annual St Justin’s Sports Carnival will be held on Friday 20th November2020. With many restrictions in 

place, our carnival will look different, but still provide an opportunity for our students to compete against 

others in their house colours, and have some fun. The children are very excited and have been practising for 

this big event.  

 

A few points regarding our Sports Carnival: 

 Students can wear coloured sporting attire, representing the colour of their house. 

 They must have a hat and a clearly labelled drink bottle. 

 Students will be provided with a safety pin for any ribbons they receive.  

 The long term weather forecast looks like we are in for a perfect day - fingers crossed!  

 The day will be broken into three parts: 

o Morning block – Senior school 

o Middle block – Middle school 

o Afternoon block – Junior school 

 At this stage, no spectators, parents or guardians are permitted on the school grounds.  

 Staff and Sports Leaders will help Mr Johnson with all events. 

 Plenty of photos will be taken. 

 

 

Opening Prayer 

God you call us to live in peace, 

Peace before us and peace behind us, 

Peace on our right and peace on our left. 

 

Peace with our brother and with our sister, 

Peace with our neighbour and with the stranger, 

Peace with friends 

 

Peace in work and in play, 

Peace in our words and actions 

Grant us peace, Amen 
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Staff Changes 
It is with mixed emotions that we announce that at the end of the year, Mr Luke Farrelly will leave to take up 

a Deputy Principal’s role at St Elizabeth’s Primary School, Dandenong North. Mr Farrelly has been a 

member of our school community for the last five years, teaching mainly in the Middle and Senior school. He 

has also held many positions of responsibility including Maths Leader, OHS Coordinator, Child Safe 

Standards Coordinator, Digital Technologies Leader, just to name a few. More importantly, Mr Farrelly has 

been a wonderful teacher who has always kept our students at the centre of everything that he does. We wish 

him well as he continues onto the next chapter of his career. 

 

Reconciliation 
Congratulations to our students from Year 3SS who this week received the Sacrament of Reconciliation. 

Whilst the ceremony was a little different due to Covid restrictions, it was still special and if anything, a little 

more personal. Following an online liturgy on Monday, the students we able to receive the sacrament 

individually from Fr Andrew on Tuesday and Thursday evenings. Thanks to everyone involved. 

 

Next week, Year 3W students will receive the Sacrament of Reconciliation for the first time.  

Year 3W Reconciliation dates are:  

o Monday16th November – Online Reconciliation Liturgy 7:00pm  

o Tuesday 17h November - Sacrament of Reconciliation 5:00 to 6:40pm 

o Thursday 19th November - Sacrament of Reconciliation 5:00 to 6:30pm 

 

Please keep them all in your prayers. 
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Welcome Prep 2021 
Yesterday we welcomed our2021 Preps to school, some for their very first visit. Due to Covid restrictions, the 

students came in groups of seven or eight and after a short play on the playground, they spent some time with 

Miss Jones and Miss Leung in the Italian Room. On the way out, they explored the front playground, had a 

look at the church before meeting mum, dad, grandma or grandad at the front gate. Judging by the reports 

they gave us, I am positive they’ll be back.  
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TERM FOUR 

Monday 16th November Reconciliation Online Liturgy 7pm – 3W 

Tuesday 17th November Reconciliation Individual at Church 5pm – 3W 

 PEB Meeting 

Thursday 19th November Reconciliation Individual at Church 5pm – 3W 

Friday 20th November School Sports Day 

Tuesday 24th November AGM Meeting 

Wednesday 2nd December Professional Learning Day – planning 2021 (no school for students) 

Thursday 3rd December PPT Meeting 

Tuesday 15th December Year 6 Graduation 

Wednesday 16th December End of Year Mass 9.15am 

 End of Term/Year finish 1.00pm 

 

 

Kitchen Garden Program 

 

Thank you to Thomas D for sharing his cooking photos - banana muffins and healthy green pizza. The year 4 

students finished up last week and did a wonderful job at creating climbing structures and watering systems 

for our garden bed. 
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Prep Kitchen Garden Program 
What a lovely way to start the Prep Kitchen Garden Program this week with warm and sunny weather! We 

began by focusing on safety and equipment in the kitchen and garden which linked well with the Prep Inquiry 

unit on push and pull forces.  

 

The students examined a variety of kitchen utensils understanding how they operate and describing their 

purpose. Learning how to safely use the equipment both in the kitchen and garden sets the students up for 

success and deepens their awareness of looking after equipment for others to use.  

 

  

In the garden we sowed sunflower seeds into newspaper pots and will monitor their growth over the coming 

weeks. They will form part of an exciting project! The Prep students were formally introduced to their Prep 

Garden outside the Prep L classroom which is currently growing strawberry plants. The Prep students have 

been learning how to care for the plants by providing them with water and treating them respectfully as they 

grow. They are noticing the changes and have already harvested some beautiful red strawberries. Currently 

we are collecting plastic bottle caps to create a colourful garden sign for this area.  

 

National Recycling Week 

This week was National Recycling Week and our school has begun a collection of plastic bottle tops to 

promote awareness of the fact that these bottle tops are a major concern for the environment. When recycling 
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plastic bottles, it is a good idea to crush them first before placing them in your recycling bin. If the lids are on 

the bottles then the machines at the recycling plant can remove them safely, however the lids are too small for 

the machine to pick them up during this sorting process if they are placed in the recycling bins separately.  

 

So we decided that we would start a collection to promote this awareness, and show how they can be reused. 

We have some ideas for a school art project so we are asking you all to send your clean plastic bottle tops to 

school where a bucket is provided in each classroom for this purpose. We will continue to collect them until 

we have enough for our project. 

Thank you to the classes that have already begun a collection. Prep J - your bucket is almost full!! 

 

   

 

 

 

 

Win a lunchbox competition 

We are also running a competition to win a lunchbox, kindly donated by the Woltanski family. Some bottle 

tops will be placed in a container for the students to guess how many are in there. The Year 6 Sustainability 

Leaders will take on this initiative and will announce a winner from each class next Friday. The student from 

each class that gets closest to the correct number will win the lunchbox. Good luck!! 

 

Music Academy News  
  
After an unprecedented and unpredictable few months, I have 

decided to recommence Music Academy lessons in 2021.  

  

I would like to congratulate my Year 6 students – Allegra A, 

Chloe D, Paige L, Ashleigh J, Brooklyn S, Anthony B, Jacinta P, 

Annabella G, Irsheen P, Alexandra G, Harlan T, Isaac B and 

Noah T on graduating from Music Academy this year!   

  

I am very proud of you all and what you have accomplished. Unfortunately, this year didn’t offer us the 

opportunities of previous years, but I’m hopeful that you will be able to take this foundation and continue 

along your musical journey next year in secondary school!  

  

I would also like to thank all the year 6 students who auditioned for Rock band this year.   

  

Existing students and anyone who would like to join Music Academy on Drums, Keyboard or Singing in 2021, 

please contact me at: mpalamara@hotmail.com to register your interest.   

  

Enjoy the Holidays and I’ll see you all in 2021!  

  

Michael Palamara  
 

mailto:mpalamara@hotmail.com
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We are officially past the halfway mark of Term 4, it’s hard to believe how quickly time is moving. Report 

writing is in full swing, Christmas talk is starting to creep into conversations and the weather is sunny and 

warm - a recipe for happy moods among our school community. 
 

In the classroom, students are working hard - we 

are so proud of their continued effort toward 

their learning, as well as how hard they are 

working to develop and strengthen their 

friendships.  

 

We can see so many positive behaviours and 

attitudes, but we are very aware that this effort 

is starting to wear some of our children down - 

while they continue to try their best, they are 

tired and with good reason! This year has been 

one like no other (dare I say...unprecedented) 

and our children have shown incredible 

determination, grit and resilience to get to where 

they are today.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Grit is a personality trait that helps you to work towards long 

term goals despite setbacks or failures, it’s similar to 

perseverance - it requires you to keep going even when times feel 

tough or you are just feeling like it is too much.  

 

 

 

 

Grit requires a growth mindset attitude - the ability to see mistakes and failures as 

positive learning opportunities, the willingness to work at something to achieve a 
goal and to face challenges head on. 
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Below are some activities to help your child develop and maintain their resilience and grit, as we move 

towards the end of the school year. 
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Skoolbag App 

 
We are aware that Skoolbag have made some changes 

across the school holidays.   

 

To ensure that you have the most up to date version we ask 

that you delete and re-add your Skoolbag APP to ensure that 

you are getting all of the latest information & notifications from us via your phone. 

 
 

 
 

After the discussions at the recent P & F meeting it was agreed that the Sausage Sizzle money will be donated 

to the Parents & Friends and over the next few days, we will be returning the Easter Raffle Money so please 

check your child’s bag for the returning envelopes.   

 

BOOK CLUB – ISSUE 8 
  
Issue 8 of Book Club is again available exclusively online.  The catalogue can be accessed here:  

 https://www.scholastic.com.au/media/5754/bc820.pdf    

 

Orders can only be made via the LOOP platform (scholastic.com.au/LOOP) and will be shipped to your home 

address. 

  

PLEASE NOTE – NO BOOK CLUB ORDERS ARE ABLE TO BE SENT TO THE SCHOOL 
  

The closing date for Issue 8 orders is  Friday 27th November. 

 

https://www.scholastic.com.au/media/5754/bc820.pdf
http://scholastic.com.au/LOOP
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