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Dear Families and Friends, 
 

Reconciliation  
Next week our Year 3 students will receive the Sacrament of Reconciliation for the first 

time. This is a very special time in the children’s lives and we ask that you keep them in 

your prayers. We thank the parents of these children who have prepared them at home 

and supported the work done at school by the teachers. Reconciliation will be held on 

Tuesday March 23rd at 7.00pm for Year 3W and Thursday March 25th at 7.00pm for 

Year 3SS.  Adults are reminded that they need to wear a mask. 

 

As we continue on our Lenten Journey. . . 
Life can be a difficult ride, and each of us at times will know the pain, trouble, loneliness and struggle. That’s why it is 

important for us to practise love and kindness. But when we are going through our own difficulties, when we are tired 

or feeling taken for granted, we might wonder what’s the point?  

 

What’s the point of being kind? What’s the point of continuing to be caring, helpful and polite? Have you noticed that 

emotional states are contagious? Hang around an angry person long enough and some of that will rub off on you. The 

same goes for depression. Uncaring acts beget more. Selfishness breeds isolation, disrespect, contempt and ugliness. 

Just as negative emotions have a negative impact in our lives, our emotional state and our thoughts travel from us like 

ripples on a pond. They radiate energy that affects everything and everyone around us. Eventually some of that energy 

will be reflected back to us, perhaps weaker, perhaps greatly magnified… 

 

Therefore . . .  

 Be kind to one another, tender-hearted, forgiving one another, as God in Christ forgave you. (Ephesians 4:32) 

 Open your mouth with wisdom, and the teaching of kindness is on your tongue. (Adapted from Proverbs 31:26) 

 Let us do good to everyone. (Galatians 6:10) 

 Put on love, which binds everything together in perfect harmony. (Colossians 3:14) 

 Let us not love in word or talk but in deed and in truth. (1 John 3:18) 

 Do not grow weary in good. (2 Thessalonians 3:13) 

 Rejoice with those who rejoice, weep with those who weep. (Romans 12:15) 

 Bear one another’s burdens, and so fulfil the law of Christ. (Galatians 6:2) 
 

School Photos 

Just a reminder that school photos will be taken on Thursday March 25th. As always, 

please ensure that your child is in correct summer school uniform, wearing clean, black 

school shoes. Long hair should be tied up, using sky blue or maroon hair ties. Smiles are 

essential. Information specific to school photos has been sent home already.  Students 

who have PE on Thursday may bring runners for their lesson but must wear their usual 

summer uniform.   

 

**Please note: SIBLING PHOTOS MUST BE ORDERED PRIOR TO THE DAY 

 

mailto:principal@sjwheelershill.catholic.edu.au
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Working Bee – Saturday 13th March 

Our first Working Bee was held last Saturday and despite heavy rain, much was achieved. A huge thank you to 

all the families who were able to attend – we greatly appreciate your assistance in keeping our school looking 

immaculate. Our school was really well presented for Open Day and we received plenty of positive feedback 

on the presentation of our school. 
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Open Day 
Yesterday we held our first official Open Day for 2021. We had a number of visitors to our school, many for 

the very first time. Whilst we had many compliments on our beautifully presented grounds, our amazing 

outdoor kitchen and our fantastic learning spaces, everyone commented that the school has a “lovely feel”. 

This “feel” cannot be created by “bricks and mortar” but by the proud, caring people who help make our 

wonderful community. Thank you to all who help create the “lovely feel” - this is not something that you can 

just create for one day, but is a feeling created over time by people who genuinely care for each other. 

 

A special thank you to the parents who helped in the registration tent, the Year 6s who so competently 

conducted tours of our school and to all staff and students who so willingly and proudly welcomed many 

visitors into our learning spaces. 

 

    
 

    
 

Drop off and pick up 
In the morning, there are two teachers on yard duty in the school grounds from 8:40am. If you wish to drop 

your child off before 8:40 am, please use the Before School Care service provided by Camp Australia - we 

would hate for your child to arrive at school and no-one be here to care for them. Whilst there is usually 

someone here around 8:00am, it’s important to remember that staff are busy preparing for the day ahead or 

involved in meetings.  
 

After school, a teacher is on playground duty until 3:45 pm. After this time students who are yet to be picked 

up will be taken to the office.  We will attempt to ring their parents to make sure everything is ok. If, for any 

reason, you are running late, just give the office a ring and let us know.  

 

Please note that students should not be dropped off or picked up in the staff carpark. In the morning and 

at the end of the day, the car park becomes a busy place with people walking in all directions. 
 

After observing the 3:30 pm traffic in Grantchester Road, a few important reminders: 

 Please observe the 2 minute parking bay. If waiting in this bay, drivers cannot leave their car. 
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 If waiting for a parking space, please never call your child to the middle of the 

road. It would be far safer to drive around the block and wait for a parking 

space rather than wait in the middle of the road. 

 Please minimise the space between cars – often we could park more cars if we 

parked a little closer to each other. 

 Never park in the driveways or on the nature strips of our neighbours – this can 

restrict the view of pedestrians and other road users. It’s also very disrespectful.  

 Stay calm and be patient – there are often many parks available after 5 minutes – 

a short wait in comparison to the waiting room at Monash Hospital. 

 

Whilst these reminders are important to the safety of all concerned, they are the law. I ask that you all 

follow the rules and remain patient – everyone’s safety is important. After five years, I’ve never seen 

anyone get frustrated by someone doing the right thing. 

 

Cumberland View 
On Wednesday, Grade 5SS visited Cumberland View to celebrate a liturgy with Fr Andrew and the 

residents. The students sang 3 songs and made St Patricks Day cards for the residents. The residents and 

students were absolutely delighted to spend some time with each other. 
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Professional Photographer 

On Wednesday we engaged the services of professional photographers to help update our website. Tserlin and 

Mark (who had both been involved in developing our existing website), spent the day with us, trying to capture 

all that St Justin’s has to offer – not an easy task by any means. Before arriving, they asked us to identify the 

top 5 Points of Difference - our response included: 

1. Faithfulness 

2. A caring and nurturing community 

3. Dedicated and supportive staff 

4. Various extra-curricular activities 

5. Beautiful grounds and facilities 

Throughout the day, it was nice to hear from Tserlin that we had been “spot on” with our 5 points of difference 

– they were clearly obvious. Mark and Tserlin also commented on how beautifully well-mannered the students 

were and that it had been a pleasure to spend another day with everyone at St Justin’s. Our website will be 

updated in the near future. 

 

 
 

  
Harmony Day  

Next Monday 22nd March, our school will celebrate Harmony Day. On this day we focus on cultural diversity 

in our school, in our community, in our country. We think about and reflect on society values in order to help 

all students understand the need for this in order for a community to operate effectively and with compassion. 

These values reflect our Gospel values as well as our Values Education program at St Justin’s so Harmony 

Day really enriches what we teach at St Justin’s all year round. The students will all be engaged in mixed age 

groups throughout the morning. Look out for photos in next week’s newsletter.  Students are able to wear a 

touch of orange on the day. 
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Way of the cross 
After our Harmony Day activities on Monday morning, all the students will then pray together the Way of the 

Cross. Our Year 6 students will lead us in this prayer, where we recall the Stations of the Cross, Jesus’ journey 

to the cross on his last day. Whilst we recognise the sadness of this day (Good Friday) we also show our 

gratitude for Jesus’ amazing sacrifice for us all on this day. We pray for forgiveness and for the courage to 

say sorry to others when we have made the wrong choices. 

 

Easter Egg Raffle 

  
It’s time to celebrate the children’s favourite fund raiser, The Easter Raffle. The Easter Raffle will take place 

on Friday April 1st at 12:00 pm in the PAC. Please purchase your raffle tickets if you haven’t already, to be 

in the draw!   

 

Book Club 
Issue 2 of Scholastic Book Club for 2021 has been distributed via 

the class buckets. 

Every order earns FREE books and learning resources for our 

school! 

All orders can only be made online via LOOP 

– scholastic.com.au/LOOP or download the LOOP app. 

 NO CASH/CHEQUE PAYMENTS WILL BE ACCEPTED. 

The closing date for orders is Friday 19th March. 

 

Swimming Program Years Prep - 4 
The Swimming program for St Justin’s commences on Monday 19th April, the first day of term 2, and will 

run until Friday 30th April. Letters have been sent to all families through Operoo for permissions and also 

with regard to what students will need for the program. Please ensure you have signed off on this 

permission before the last day of this term. 

 

Due to some COVID restrictions still in place at Swimming Pools, this year 

we are unable to have parents attend the pool as spectators. However we 

welcome parent helpers to assist with our Junior classes. We will be able to 

take 1-2 parents per class, although you will be required to make your own 

way to Swimworld and meet the bus there. All helpers MUST have a valid 

Working With Children Check as well as have completed a Child Safety 

interview with either Patrick Torpey or Annie Herbison in the last 2 years.  

 

All parent helpers are asked to attend a briefing session (approx 30 minutes) on one of the following dates: 

 Wednesday 24th March, 9.30am  

 Monday 29th March, 2.30pm 

http://scholastic.com.au/LOOP
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These will be conducted via zoom and the link will be emailed to you once you have indicated your 

preference. If you are unable to attend either of these sessions, Annie will contact you to make alternative 

arrangements. 

 

If you are interested in being a parent helper, please email Annie Herbison at 

aherbison@sjwheelershill.catholic.edu.au at your earliest convenience and indicate which briefing session 

you will be able to attend. 

 

Emotions are a funny thing - some 

of us are really good at 

acknowledging and explaining how 

we are feeling, others are really 

great at keeping these feelings in 

check and being able to act in ways 

that are appropriate for the 

situations we are faced with. 

Sometimes though, feelings can 

sneak up and catch you unaware 

and off guard - we have big 

reactions that aren’t always fitting 

or suitable for the situations we are 

in.  

This is a space our kids find 

themselves in often - they are in the 

process of learning to identify all 

the emotions we can feel, what 

triggers these emotions in them and 

how they react when these feelings 

appear.  This is a huge learning 

experience, one that we continue 

into our adult lives, and it’s 

important for us to remember that 

children need our help, guidance 

and expertise in this area to help 

them navigate the tidal wave of 

emotions they will encounter.  

 

The skills used to identify and manage our emotions are collectively known as Emotional Intelligence - it 

takes time and practise to recognise and manage these skills. Helping our children develop their emotional 

intelligence involves: 

mailto:aherbison@sjwheelershill.catholic.edu.au
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 Developing their emotional awareness - being able to notice and identify the emotions they 

are feeling. Naming the emotion is sometimes enough to help children (and adults) feel more 

in charge of their emotions. 

 Understanding and accepting emotions - knowing why we feel the way we do. Modelling 

the language we use as we work to accept and understand our own emotions is a fabulous 

way to model how they can in turn develop this skill. For example, “I feel left out and a little 

unsure when my friends are playing a game on the playground and they didn’t ask me to join 

in,” Identifying the feelings and why they are present is a great starting point for a deeper 

conversation around the issues our children are facing. 

 Accepting our emotions means noticing, identifying and understanding these emotions 

without blaming others or judging ourselves for how we are feeling. This is such an important 

part of  building emotional intelligence - we want our children to feel safe and secure in their 

environment so they will share their feelings with us and know that how they are feeling is 

OK, there is no shame in not 

feeling great. 

 

As we move towards the end of a very busy 

Term 1, it is to be expected that children 

might display some big emotions that they 

are struggling to manage - returning to 

school after the upheaval of 2020 has been 

a difficult adjustment for all and our 

children (and parents and teachers) are 

tired. 

 

Below is a link to some wonderful 

activities that you might do at home with 

your child to encourage them to identify 

their feelings and focus on those things that make them feel good - so when they are having those ‘big feels’ 

days, they have some strategies in place to help them regulate those emotions. 

 

Paint a little positivity 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1GJvho-J6TDwRg9DC6aHu6X4bUT0j4fcF/view?usp=sharing
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Sustainability Leaders 
The Sustainability Leaders - Kaitlyn, Sabina, Drishti, Michael and 
Carl met at lunchtime today to discuss how our school and 
community might acknowledge Earth Hour 2021. Next Saturday 27 
March we are encouraged to switch off for an hour to contribute to 
saving energy for a better, healthier planet. Our Sustainability 
Leaders will address the school community next Thursday at 
Assembly to share how we as a school and how we at home can 
participate in this initiative.  
 
Today, our school Open Day, the Sustainability Leaders, with a 
couple of helpers, prepared some delicious chocolate cake and 
zucchini slice for our visitors to the school. They did a great job and willingly obliged to sample the slices 
before presenting to others!! 
 

Kitchen Garden 
The year 4s are halfway through their kitchen garden experience. Our focus this term has been to make 
food, prepare produce and craft to ‘sell’ at market to our year 4 parents. We will be inviting our year 4 
parents/carers to come to school on the last Tuesday of term at 3:00pm to showcase our market and ‘buy’ 
our produce with a gold coin donation. An invitation will follow soon. 
 

Yr 4 Stewardship Program 
This program has been running on Thursdays all term with a great group of students ready to answer the 
call of stewardship to care for our school environment and consider improvements for the benefit of all.  
 

Chickens 
Finally, the news you have all been waiting for - our chickens have arrived!!! We are very excited to 
have these new additions to our school, and look forward to learning from them, with them and about them.  
We have already named one of the chickens ‘Hester’ after the people who provided us with them, John and 
Joan Hester from KooWeeRup, friends of year 5 teacher Mrs Slonim. We will no doubt be having many 
discussions with many ideas on names for the rest - stay tuned. 
 

 
 
 



St Justin’s Parish School, Wheelers Hill 
 

All Children Can Achieve Success 
 

 
Wildlife Warriors 
Mr Johnson and the year 5 students found a distressed and injured pigeon on the back oval during their PE 
lesson on Thursday. With care and compassion two of the students carefully carried the bird from the oval 
and placed it in a box. Together the girls searched for what to do in such a situation. We contacted Wildlife 
Victoria and managed to find a local volunteer who deals with injured wildlife. Ms Interligi dropped off the 
bird after school. It is nice to know we have such caring and interested people in our community who work 
together to care for our wildlife. Good job everyone involved. 

 

Skoolbag - Smart Phone App 
Members of our school community are invited to download our Smart Phone 

App.  The App is used for communication between school and home – it is a 

portal for notifying absences, newsletters, notices and messages relevant to 

members of our school community.  
 

To download the app simply search for St Justins Catholic School, Wheelers 

Hills in the App store on your iPhone, Smartphone or iPad. 

 

St Justin’s Fair on the Hill  

Saturday 6th November, 2021 
 

We are excited to announce that the St Justin's 'Fair on the Hill' is back for 2021! 

 

While it may look a little different to previous years, there will still be plenty of fun activities 

and entertainment for the whole family. Live performances, rides, stalls, food and more are 

planned at this stage, with more details to follow as we engage further with the school 

community. 

 

Please get in touch if you would like to be involved on the committee or volunteer on the 

day, all are welcome! 

And we know it has been a difficult year for businesses, so we are keen to support 

our wonderful sponsors (current or new) throughout the year and on the day. 

 

Here's looking forward to bringing families and the community together for what will be a 

great day, save the date! 

 

 

 

School Photos 
Thursday 25th March 2021 - Full summer uniform 
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Volunteering at St Justin’s 
St Justin’s Primary School seeks to provide a safe, open and nurturing learning environment for all students. 

The school acknowledges the value that volunteers play in a variety of learning, school based and community 

activities and actively encourages their participation. 
 

To ensure the safety and wellbeing and protection of all students, St Justin’s 

Parish Primary School, ensures that all of our policies and practices embed a 

child-safe culture that has zero tolerance for child abuse. Our recruitment, 

screening, induction, ongoing monitoring and assessment for volunteers align 

with our Child Safety Policy and our Child Safety Code of Conduct and adhere 

to the requirements of Clause 10 of Ministerial Order No. 870 (Volunteers).  
 

St Justin’s Primary School takes its commitment to maintaining a ‘child safe’ environment for all students and 

young people seriously and implores that all members of the school community, including volunteers, work 

with us to achieve this. 
 

A volunteer is defined as any unpaid individual who provides support in educational, sporting, extra curricula 

or school community activities to the school. Their assistance is provided under the direction and supervision 

of identified school representatives. 
 

Any parent who wishes to volunteer their services to the school must ensure they participate in the school’s 

volunteer screening and induction procedures. 
 

All volunteers must: 

 Provide evidence (driver’s license/Medicare card/passport) of personal identity 

 Provide a valid Working with Children Check (WWCC) 

 Respond to Volunteer Application questions 

 Complete two Referee Reports for Volunteers that affirm that volunteer’s suitability for working with 

children 

 Meet with the Principal and/or Deputy Principal as part of our regular interview process. A Record 

of Interview will be completed at this time. 
 

If you require an interview, please ring the office on 9561 7644 to make an appointment. 
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Dates Ahead 
 

Sunday 21st March Harmony Day 

Monday 22nd March Harmony Day Activities 

Wednesday 24th March P & F Bakers Delight 6pk Fundraiser orders due 

Thursday 25th March School Photos 

 Feast of the Annunciation 

Friday 26th March Interschool Summer Sport 

 P & F Mini Hot Cross Bun Lunch orders due 

Sunday 28th March Palm Sunday 

 Holy Week 

Monday 29th March P & F Bakers Delight 6pk Fundraiser orders sent home 

Tuesday 30th March P & F Easter Raffle Tickets Due 

 Fair on the Hill: 7:30pm (Staffroom) 

 Parents and Friends Meeting: 7:30pm (PAC) 

Wednesday 31st March P & F Mini Hot Cross Bun Lunch 

 P & F Raffle Wrapping Day 

Thursday 1st April P & F Easter Egg Raffle drawn 

 End of Term 1:00pm finish 

 

TERM TWO 

 

Monday 19th April Term Two Commences 

 Swimming P – 4 

Tuesday 20th April Swimming P – 4 

Wednesday 21st April Swimming P – 4 

Thursday 22nd April Swimming P – 4 

Friday 23rd April Swimming P – 4 

Sunday 25th April ANZAC Day 

Monday 26th April Swimming P – 4 

Tuesday 27th April Swimming P – 4 

 Fair On the Hill Meeting (7:30pm Staffroom) 

Wednesday 28th April Swimming P – 4 

Thursday 29th April Swimming P – 4 

 Year 5 Eucharist Workshop (7pm) 

Friday 30th April Swimming P – 4 

 Year 5/6 Winter Sports 
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THANK YOU!! 

 

 
 

 

OPEN DAY 

Big thanks to Peter Romano for organising all the amazing helpers for St Justin’s Open Day on Thursday. 

 

Bianca, Annick, Alice, Naf, Rita, Georgia, Briony, Mirna, Amiria and Nelly - thank you for creating that 

welcoming atmosphere for all those prospective families.  Always good when we can live up to the 

expectations that those families have of our amazing school. 

 

WORKING BEE 

Big thanks also to Tony Di Iorio for another successful working bee.  All those families who came along to 

work in the lovely Melbourne weather can be very proud of their work and the results were greatly appreciated.  

An impressive group that were still smiling and chatting away, even when soaked to the skin and being asked 

to shovel another pile of mulch!! 
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CASUAL CLOTHES EGG DONATION DAY/EASTER RAFFLE 

 

 
We have a great amount of donations from Tuesdays Easter Raffle casual dress day.  All are now serving their 

14 days in quarantine prior to the grand event.  Make sure you get your raffle tickets in so you don’t miss out! 

 

 

UPCOMING ORDERS DUE 
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Waverley Raiders Registration Link 

https://www.playhq.com/basketball-victoria/register/100650
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