
St Justin’s Parish School, Wheelers Hill 
 

All Children Can Achieve Success 
 

   NEWSLETTER 
        St Justin’s Parish School 

Principal: Mr Patrick Torpey                       Email: principal@sjwheelershill.catholic.edu.au 
        

Bulletin No 38                             Friday November 30th 2018  
              
Dear Families and Friends, 

 

Advent 
This Sunday we celebrate the first Sunday of Advent. For many, Advent 

is a time of waiting for Christmas. But if Advent is a time of pointless 

waiting for Christmas then we’ve somehow missed the message. 

Rather than just waiting, Advent is about reminding ourselves that we 

have a job to do: working together to help create God’s kingdom here 

on earth.  What does this mean for each of us?  

 

This week all classes participated in the blessing of the Advent 

Wreaths. Father Andrew spoke to the students about the importance of 

Advent and used holy water to bless the Wreaths. 

 

  

Breaking News 

 

A sausage sizzle 

will now be 

available on 

Thursday night 

during our 

community 

carols. 

mailto:principal@sjwheelershill.catholic.edu.au
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AGM –Celebration of Community 
Thank you to everyone who was able to attend our AGM and Celebration of Community on Tuesday night. 

It was wonderful opportunity to reflect on the year and to acknowledge the amazing work done by so many 

throughout the year. 

 

Fr Andrew reminded us that this is our community and that we are all welcome to be part of that 

community. Eugene, Chair of the Parish Education Board, thanked all Board members for their 

contributions and acknowledged outgoing members including Paul W, Effie L, Khai V and Mrs Ferguson 

for their contributions. Robert S, Chair of the Parents and Friends Association, provided a brief overview 

of the social and fundraising events conducted throughout the year and acknowledged many of the 161 

volunteers who supported school events this year. 

 

At this stage, it looks like most official positions have been filled for next year with many social and 

fundraising events having been added to the calendar, including some new ones – keep an eye out for the  

St Justin’s calendar. Whilst we had some great support this year, with almost 250 families in our school, 

we should be able to receive many more volunteers – we look forward to your continued support. 

 

Thanks again everyone for your support – your work goes a long way to support us all, most importantly, 

our children. We hope to see you at the Christmas Carols.                   

 

 

 
 

 

         

Congratulations 
Congratulations to Mrs Sarah Crough and her husband Joe who are 

expecting their second child in June. We wish them all the very best.  
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Advent Liturgy 
This Sunday we start Advent. Every classroom has had 

a liturgy leader come into their room this week during 

prayer and had a liturgy about Advent. This week we 

light the first candle, Hope. We should all try and be 

kind to others because it’s the right thing to do. We 

should all try and be respectful until Christmas and 

donate to those in need, who won’t have any gifts for 

Christmas. It would be greatly appreciated if you would 

donate gifts to those in need. Everyone got a sheet with 

a child to buy for, so it would be a great time to donate 

to them. By Rhianna 5KB 

 

 

We also had Father Andrew visit the school on Thursday to bless our classroom Advent wreaths with Holy 

Water.  A big thank you to Father Andrew for marking this special occasion. 
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Eucharistic Adoration  

In Year 5KB we went to the church to participate in Eucharistic Adoration. 

Adoration is when you go to church for prayer. Today we did it for the first 

time. It is much quicker than a normal mass. We had to kneel for most of the 

time while we Father said some blessings eg. “Heart of Jesus have mercy on 

us.” Our response was, “Have mercy on us.” When Father was saying these 

blessings, he kneeled facing the altar at the bottom of the stairs. Then Father 

held up the monstrance and did the sign of the cross with it across the 

church. When Father held the monstrance, he didn’t hold it with his hands 

but held it with his garment. We sang a song and then we finished up asking 

questions with Father.    

By Oliver  

 

Eucharistic Adoration 

Today Grade 5KB participated in Eucharistic Adoration. In adoration, it is a 

time to talk to Jesus when it is quiet. This was the first time any person from 

5KB ever participated in Adoration.  The priest in Adoration says blessings, 

e.g God bless your spirit and the people respond. During this session there 

would be a song that you would sing. We were kneeling down the whole time. 

During Adoration, the priest holds up the monstrance with the sound of bells 

ringing.  He blesses everyone in the church with the monstrance.  Today after 

Eucharistic Adoration, we asked Father Andrew questions about it all.  

By Josh. 

 

Altar Servers 
Saturday 1st December – 6.00pm Marcus B, Noah B  

Sunday 2nd December - 8.30am   Nathan V, Mitchell B   

Sunday 2nd December - 10.30am Gavin R, Caitlin M 

 

Guitar News 

We wish to congratulate the following students for passing their  

Reading Books and Excellent Progress. 

Grace B, Joshua Z, Thomas G, Luca S, Michael K, Mitchell B, Luca O, Marcus Y, Willow M, 

Angelo C, Marco C, Tony T, Adam D, Dante I and Lia V. Reading notation is a very important 

part of learning music as it is a universal language that is transferred to most instruments. 

 

Albert Axiaq 

Guitar Teacher 

  

 

Term 4 Dates 
Friday 30th November 

Tuesday 4th December 

Thursday 6th December 

Monday 10th December 

Monday 17th December 

Tuesday 18th December 

  

Year 4O Assembly @ 9am 

Prep Transition: 9am -12.15pm 

St Justin’s Community Christmas Carols 

Year 6 Assembly @ 2pm 

Year 6 Graduation Mass 

Term 4 concludes @ 1pm 
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 Plans for 2019 
Plans for 2019 are well and truly underway, many of which have been presented and discussed at our 

Parish Education Board. In 2019, we again anticipate 14 classes: 

 Year Prep x 2 – located in Rooms 5 and 6 

 Year 1 x 2 – located in Rooms 1 and 2 

 Year 2 x 2 – located in Rooms 3 and 4  

 Year 3 x 2 – located in Rooms 9 and 10  

 Year 4 x 2 – located in Rooms 22 and 23  

 Year 5 x 2 – located in Rooms 16 and 17  

 Year 6 x 2 – located in Rooms 20 and 19  

 

This structure allows for growth and student movement and provides opportunities for teachers to work in 

teams. Students and teachers will work closely, sharing spaces and strengths when appropriate. It is 

important to remember that all teachers have other administration duties alongside their classroom 

responsibilities, which may require them to be released on an ongoing basis. 

 

A great deal of thought and planning also goes into the placement of each teacher. Often a classroom teacher 

can be considered “The Prep Teacher” or “The Year 5/6 Teacher”. However, this is not the case. Staff at St 

Justin’s have the training, and more importantly the passion, to teach students at a variety of levels. Next 

year, as with all years, there will be movement within the school and we hope to make announcements soon. 

In planning, it’s wonderful to hear staff talk about all students and not just those in their class or their year 

level. 
 

A great deal of thought is also given to the placement of each child – a decision that is not taken lightly. We 

endeavour to provide each child with the opportunity to be part of a class that will allow him or her the 

best opportunity to learn. Consideration is given to each child’s social and emotional needs, ability, 

behaviour, friendship groups, etc.  Individual needs and a whole school perspective must be considered. 

However, having said that, with our connecting classrooms accessed via doors or sliding doors, our 

students are more able to engage and interact with students and teachers from other classes. 

 

We are a community of learners and we learn for, from and with each other. This includes us all and not 

just a selection. It is exposure to a variety of personalities and qualities that help us develop as a whole 

person. In some schools, students are asked to nominate 5 or so ‘friends’ that they would like to be with in 

the following year. However, some schools have found that this has created a great deal of anxiety for 

students and it can send the wrong message that “I can only learn if I am with my friends”. 
 

Likewise, some schools have asked parents to make any formal requests in writing. Again, this has created 

a great deal of anxiety with parents, some who feel the need to write something, simply because there has 

been an invitation. We believe that with our ongoing communication and open door policy, staff are in a 

position to make an informed decision. Life is sometimes, not about being in the perfect situation, but 

making the most of the situation we are in. 
 

With many goals still to be achieved until the end of the school year, we will continue with our plans for 

2019. 

 

St Justin’s Community Carols 
Thursday 6th December 2019 
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Staff Changes 
Congratulations to Mrs Georgia Dimopoulos who has accepted a job at Caulfield Grammar School, 

Wheelers Hill Campus. Mrs Dimopoulos first commenced working at St Justin’s in 2009 and has worked 

with a variety of year levels as an LSO and has also had short stints in the office. We thank Mrs 

Dimopoulos for her many contributions and wish her all the very best for the future. 

 

Congratulations also to Ms Jacqui Meadows who has accepted a position in a kindergarten closer to her 

home in Richmond. Ms Meadows has been with us for 6 years, working as a Learning Support Officer 

across most year levels. Again, we thank Ms Meadows for her commitment, dedication and support and 

wish her all the best in her future endeavours. 

 

Whilst it’s always sad to say goodbye to colleagues and friends, it does create an opportunity to welcome 

new people into our community and Fr Andrew, Mrs Ferguson and I have already commenced the process 

of finding suitable replacements, with some appointments already made. We will be welcoming back Mrs 

Shari Correlje who is very excited to be  

 

Next year we warmly welcome Mrs Samantha Lutgens to our staff. Mrs Lutgens is a motivated and 

passionate teacher, who is currently working at St Simon’s, Rowville. Mrs Lutgens has worked in a variety 

of educational settings, both as a teacher and a Learning Support Officer, and is very much looking 

forward to joining our team here at St Justin’s - I’m sure she’ll be a wonderful asset. 

 

We also welcome Miss Cleo Limnios to our team. Miss Limnios comes to us from St Bernadette’s Primary 

School, North Sunshine where she has taught at both ends of the school, currently teaching Year Prep. 

Prior to completing her Masters in Teaching (Primary), Miss Limnios completed a Bachelor of Journalism. 

Having recently purchased a house over this side of town, Miss Limnios is very much looking forward to 

joining our community at St Justin’s.  

 

Congratulations also to Mr Nicholas Mosele who will join our team next year. Mr Mosele has recently 

graduated from Australian Catholic University with a Masters of Education, after completing a Bachelor 

of Sport Management. Whilst Mr Mosele has a love of sport and teaching, he also has a love of gardening 

and cooking and is very much looking forward to joining us at St Justin’s’. 

 

Whilst we have made some appointments, we have still not finalised the staffing list for 2019 but hope to do 

so in the near future.  

 

 

St Justin’s Community Carols 
Thursday 6th December 2019: 6:00pm – 7:30 pm 

At the front of the school. 

Bring your own chair, rug, and picnic and make yourself 

comfortable. 

Sausage sizzle available. 
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Write on 
Year 2SD, we have been writing a story about a Sky Ladder. We used key vocabulary and a sizzling start to 

write descriptively. Our “newish” whiteboard tables mean that we can write directly onto out tables – 

thanks P&F for supplying the funds to purchase our tables. 

 

  
 

 

 

Baby Bird 
Recently, our friend Bella, the bird, had a baby chick at St. 

Justin’s in the garden near the Prep area. Bella would sit on her 

baby chick every five minutes to keep it warm. She looks after 

the baby chick by staying near her baby all the time and making 

noises to keep others away. The little chick is a bit cheeky 

because it wonders off and the mother has to chase her.  We 

think we are going to call the baby chick Cheeky Chops.  

We hope they can be a part of St. Justin’s community and come 

and visit us again next year. 

 

 

 

St Justin’s Netball Club 
Netball registrations for 2019 are being taken for players turning 8 years and over in 2019 

(14 week season commences Saturday 9th February 2019 all games played at Jells Park 

Glen Waverley). 

Please contact myself via email or look at our website on this date to register. 

  

Margaret Barnes 

President- St Justin’s Netball Club 

www.netballclubsjustins.com 

 

St Justin’s Community Carols 
Thursday 6th December 2019 

http://www.netballclubsjustins.com/
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Social Justice Initiative For Christmas 
 

Dear Families, 

 

As Christmas is fast approaching, the Social Justice Leaders would like to do something for 

those families less fortunate in our community. Christmas time can be a very difficult time 

for many families and we would like to assist in some way. 

 

St. Anthony’s Parish school in Noble Park runs an after school Tutoring Program for those 

children who need substantial assistance with their learning. The parents of these students 

cannot afford to pay for private tutoring. The Social Justice Leaders would like to assist 

these families by giving the students some gifts for Christmas. Each class will be given a 

specific student to buy for and we will then make up a Christmas sack. The gift needs to be 

wrapped in Christmas paper and have a label attached indicating the age and gender of the 

student. This gift is then returned to their classroom teacher by Thursday 6th December. 

 

We are hoping to receive many gifts from each class to fill a Christmas sack and then have 

more presents left over which we will give to our local St. Vincent de Society for other 

struggling families in our community. 

 

The community of St. Justin's is always very generous in relation to our Social Justice 

initiatives and we are hoping you will support us by bringing in a gift. 

 

Thanks for your generosity,       

 

Lia V, Julian G, Ethan C, Ava B, Maja J, Alanah B and Emily B,  

The Social Justice Leaders. 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 



St Justin’s Parish School, Wheelers Hill 
 

All Children Can Achieve Success 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Hot Dog Day 
A big thank you to Daniela L who co-ordinated our final hot dog day on Tuesday the 27th of November.  We 

wish to thank Daniela for all her assistance this year. We also wish to thank her helpers on the day. They 

were Sharon C and Colleen W. Without parent support, days such as these cannot happen for our students. 

 

State Election BBQ 
We would like to thank Tony D, Colleen W, Denise V, Patrick T, Nancy M, Christina F, and Sharon C for 

all their efforts in running the BBQ on Saturday November 24th for the State Election. 

 
 

Bakers Delight Tarts 
Orders were given out to students through the bucket this week. There are 2 delicious tart flavours that you 

can order, Fruit Mince and Lemon. The price is $10 for a pack of 6 and $2 from every packet will be 

donated back to the school. Orders close at 4pm on Tuesday December 4th. Delivery will be Wednesday 

December 12th. Orders can be sent to the office via the classroom bucket or can be ordered on line at 

https://sjwheelershill.cdfpay.org.au   
 

Suncorp Net Set Go program 
Suncorp Net Set Go is a Netball Australia Program for 5-10 year olds. The program has several different 

components to it and includes NET & SET skills and activities and GO skills and Game Play. 

 

The program details are as follows: 

 

Day & Time:  Tuesday 4pm to 5pm, Tuesday 5pm to 6pm, Friday 4pm to 5pm 

Venue:  Waverley Netball Centre, corner Waverley & Jells Roads, Wheelers Hill. 
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