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Bulletin No 1        Friday 1st February 2019 

Dear Families and Friends, 
 

Welcome to the 2019 school year. I hope that you were able to spend quality time with loved ones over the 

Christmas break. A special welcome to our new families, including the   

 

As you can see from the ‘Dates Ahead’, First Term promises to be yet another busy term.  Please note these 

dates in your diaries so that you don’t miss out on anything that is happening at school. 

 

The children seem to have all settled in well, if their faces are anything to go by. They were pretty keen to 

catch up with old friends and make new ones as well. I think we are set for another wonderful year. A smooth 

start to a year doesn’t just happen – it’s the result of a great deal of preparation beforehand.  

 

A warm welcome to our new families at St Justin’s including the Aboujaber, Belfield, Broadley-Peraic , 

Cantsilieris, Damiano, Duran, Efeyan, Gunasekera, Halvatzis, Iatrou, Keele, Matheson, Micallef, Montana, 

Panna, Perera, Phillips, Saldaneri, Schliefert-Buttigieg, Stylianou, Tzamouranis, Zavlanos families in Year 

Prep and the Ess (Year 2), De Jesus (Year 4), Vougas (Year 4) Walsh (Year 4) and Palamara (Year 5). I’m 

sure your time here at St Justin’s will be filled with wonderful memories. 
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Welcome New Staff Member 
As announced last year, this year we have a number of new staff joining our team at St Justin’s. 
 

This year it gives me great pleasure to welcome Mrs Annie Herbison to our team as Deputy Principal. Mrs 

Herbison comes to us as a very experienced educator and leader in Catholic Education. As well as having 

been a classroom teacher, Mrs Herbison has also been a Deputy Principal at two schools, Religious 

Education Leader, Student Wellbeing, Student Services Leader and more recently, Principal at Holy Xavier 

Primary School in Vermont South. After a short break, Mrs Herbison has decided to return to leadership in 

Catholic Education and fortunately for us, applied for our position here. Mrs Herbison is highly regarded in 

Catholic Education and will bring with her a love of learning and community. 
 

This year we also warmly welcome Mrs Samantha Lutgens to our staff. Mrs Lutgens is a motivated and 

passionate teacher, who has come to St Justin’s from St Simon’s, Rowville. Mrs Lutgens has worked in a 

variety of educational settings, both as a teacher and a Learning Support Officer.  I’m sure she’ll be a 

wonderful asset. 
 

We also welcome Mrs Cleo Zabic (nee Limnios) to our team. Mrs Zabic comes to us from St Bernadette’s 

Primary School, North Sunshine where she has taught at both ends of the school.  Prior to completing her 

Masters in Teaching (Primary), Mrs Zabic completed a Bachelor of Journalism.  
 

Mr Mosele has recently graduated from Australian Catholic University with a Masters of Education, after 

completing a Bachelor of Sport Management. Whilst Mr Mosele has a love of sport and teaching, he also has 

a love of gardening and cooking and we are very pleased to welcome him as part of our team.  
 

We also welcome two new Learning Support Officers (LSOs) - Mrs Lisa Stewart and Mr Paul Anderson to our 

team. Mrs Stewart is an experienced LSO having worked the last seven years at St Leonards, Glen Waverley. 

Mrs Stewart is a passionate and enthusiastic educator who works tirelessly to bring out the best in every 

child. Mr Paul Anderson has recently made a career change (he was formally a crime reporter with the 

Herald Sun) and after recently completing his qualifications as a Learning Support Officer, decided to join us 

here at St Justin’s. Mr Anderson is currently writing his 6th book and also coaches a number of junior football 

sides. He is passionate about helping young people being the best that they can. I’m sure both Mrs Stewart 

and Mr Anderson will be great assets to our team. 
 

We wish all new staff members the very best. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Welcome to Mrs Herbison, Mrs Lutgens, Mrs Zabic, Mrs Stewart, Mr Mosele and Mr Anderson 
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Minor Works 
Over the holidays, a number of improvements were made to our school. Along with a thorough clean, some of our 

external school walls received a fresh coat of paint, two of the external walkways were replaced, a shade sail was 

added, erected outside the staffroom and a number of plants and mulch were added to the gardens. The Parish House 

was also given a makeover with a new decking added and improvements made to the surrounding gardens. A huge 

thank you to all involved, especially Mr Tony Diiorio, Mr Paul Kelly, Mr Khai Vu and Mr Angelo Gentile. Thank you 

also to Myrna, Bazel and the team for giving the school a thorough cleaning, Mrs Deegan and her team for looking 

after the chickens and garden beds, Mrs Wickens who spent many hours preparing our technological devices for the 

start of the school year and Mrs Smith who was at school on many occasions, collecting mail and preparing the paper 

work ready for the start of the school year. 

 

Whilst our school looks good, we all know that a beautifully presented house doesn’t make a home – it’s the feel that 

you get when you walk into a place. No individual can create that “buzz” – it’s a responsibility shared by all. 

Throughout the year, you will be asked to in some way to help create that “buzz”. I encourage you all to be involved, 

not only does it help create a beautiful community, but it’s great role modelling for our children. 
 

  
Before           and           after 
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Morning Arrival 
Developing independence and responsibility in a child at a young age helps them develop lifelong problem 

solving strategies for the future. Being independent and responsible for their own things helps them approach 

challenging situations with greater confidence. Often as a parent, we want to do as much for our children,  

because it’s too hard for them, we don’t have enough time, we are afraid of what others might think or we are 

afraid that they might get hurt. However, doing too much for our children can deny them the opportunity to 

learn valuable problem solving skills and resilience for the future. 

 

Last year, we asked all students to carry their own bag to and from school each day. As the year progressed, 

students developed a great sense of responsibility, ownership and confidence in tackling challenging 

situations, not only in the classroom, but on the playground as well. This term we will 

extend this to another level by trialling a different approach to the start of the school 

day. In the morning, on arrival, students will place their bag outside the classroom in 

a designated area (most classes already do this anyway). Students are then free to 

mingle with their friends or stay with their parents or grandparents. At 8:55am the 

bell will ring and students will assemble in the undercover area, as they do for the 

end of both breaks. After a brief greeting and any announcements are made, students 

will be taken to their classroom by their teacher where they will unpack their bag and 

prepare for the day ahead. We’ll see how it goes. 

 
Our school timetable is: 

 8.40am  Teacher on Duty 

   Students can arrive and leave bag in a designated area outside the classroom 

 8.55am  First bell  

   Students assemble in designated area (Undercover) 

Any announcements will be made 

   Students then taken to classroom by teacher 

 9.00am  Learning Session 1 begins 

 10.55am Eating time 

 11.05am Recess Break  

 11.45am Learning Session 2 begins 

 1.10pm   Eating time 

 1.20pm  Lunch Break 

 2.00pm  Learning Session 3 begins 

 3.30pm  End of the day (Tuesday to Friday – 3.15pm Monday) 

 

Drop off and pick up 
 

If you wish to drop your child off before 8:40 am, please use the Before School Care service provided by 

Camp Australia - we would hate for your child to arrive at school and no-one be here to care for them.  

 
 

After school, a teacher is on playground duty until 3:45 pm. After this time students who are yet to be picked 

up will be taken to the office.  We will attempt to ring their parents to make sure everything is ok. If, for any 

reason, you are running late, please phone the office and let us know.  
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Year 1-6 Information Evenings and Parent and Teacher Meetings (Optional) 
This week a letter went home containing information relevant to our Year 1 – 6 Information Evening and Parent 

/ Teacher Meetings. The Year 1 – 6 Information Evening will be conducted on Monday 4th February and all 

parents are invited to attend. The night will be an opportunity for us to share our expectations for the year. The 

Information Sessions will be conducted at the following times in the allocated rooms. 

 Session One: Year 1/2 (6.30-7.10pm) 
o Year 1 in 2SD 
o Year 2 in 2M 

 Session Two: Year 3/4 (7.15-7.55pm) 
o Year 3 in 3SS 
o Year 4 in 4O 

 Session Three: Year 5/6 (8.00-8.40pm) 
o Year 5 in 5WC 
o Year 6 in 6FC 

 

Staff not presenting have kindly offered to supervise students in the library. We would love to have at least one 

representative from each family. 
 

On Tuesday 5th February and Wednesday 6th February our Year 1 - 6 classroom teachers will be conducting optional 

Parent-Teacher Meetings in their classrooms from 3.40-5.30pm. These short 10 minute meetings have been provided to 

parents and guardians, should you need the opportunity to inform your child’s teacher/s of any important information 

about your child. If your child has a pressing issue (eg. medical, academic, social...) that you feel the teacher will benefit 

from knowing at this early stage of the year, we invite you to make an appointment using the method provided earlier this 

week – www.schoolinterviews.com.au – Code tfpsb. 

Please be mindful that your child’s 2018 class teacher/s has already debriefed the 2019 teacher/s about many of the needs 

of your child already. 
 
Prep parents will have an opportunity to meet their child’s teacher at the Prep BBQ on Tuesday 12th February.  
 
We are looking forward to meeting all our parents and learning about your children so their year at St Justin’s is not 

only a memorable one, but also enjoyable and successful. As always, should you have any issues or concerns 

regarding your child’s education, please don’t hesitate to make a mutually agreeable time to meet your 

classroom teacher. It is also important for teachers to receive any positive feedback – it helps create a 

wonderful sense of satisfaction in an increasingly difficult job and can better inform teachers of strategies and 

approaches to learning that are effective for your child. If communicating via email, please be mindful that 

teachers may take some time to respond. 

 
Thank you for your support and cooperation 
 

 

Sun Smart 
A reminder that St Justin’s Primary School is a Sun Smart School and as a result, all students are to wear 

their school hat that protects the face, neck and ears during breaks or lessons, throughout September to the 

end of April. Sun screen should also be applied at home before coming to school. 

 

 
 

http://www.schoolinterviews.com.au/
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Staff for 2019 
 

Parish Priest:     Fr Andrew Madry 

Principal:     Mr Patrick Torpey 

Deputy Principal / Director of Learning: Mrs Annie Herbison 

Religious Education Leader:   Miss Donna Kirk 

Learning Diversity Leader / Wellbeing: Miss Anne Livera 

Administration:     Mrs Anne-Maree Smith, Mrs Chris Ellem and Mrs Milena De Lillo 

Classroom Teachers: 

 Prep J: Miss Genevieve Jones 

 Prep Z: Mrs Cleo Zabic 

 Year 1D: Ms Belinda Dalach 

 Year 1IW: Mrs Interligi (Mon – Wed), Mrs Laura Wegmann (Thurs – Fri) 

 Year 2M: Mr Nicholas Mosele 

 Year 2SD: Mrs Belinda Slonim ( Mon. Tues, Fri), Mrs Lucy D’Angelo (Wed, Thurs) 

 Year 3W: Mrs Deb Wood 

 Year 3SS: Mrs Leanne Snell (Mon, Tues, Thurs Fri), Mrs Maria Scandizzo (Wed)  

 Year 4O: Miss Belinda Orrico 

 Year 4KC : Miss Donna Kirk ( Mon, Tues, Wed, Fri), Miss Lisa Chiappalone (Thurs) 

 Year 5H : Miss Jessica Harvey 

 Year 5WC: Mrs Jessica Wickens (Mon, Tues, Wed, Fri), Mrs Sarah Crough (Thurs) 

 Year 6L: Mrs Samantha Lutgens 

 Year 6FC: Mr Luke Farrelly (Mon, Tues, Fri), Mrs Shari Correlje (Wed, Thurs) 

 

Specialist Teachers: 

 Performing Arts:    Mrs Christy Riddiford (Monday – Wednesday) 

 Information Resource Centre:  Mrs Annette Melenhorst (Tuesday – Thursday) 

 Physical Education:   Mr Clinton Johnson (Wednesday – Friday)  

 Italian:     Mrs Silvana Cetrola (Monday – Tuesday)  

 Learning Diversity Leader  Miss Anne Livera (Mon, Tues, Thurs, Fri) 

 Learning Support Officers (LSOs):Mrs Trish Andrew, Mrs Carmel Sullivan, Mrs Lisa Stewart, Mr Paul 

Anderson, Miss Lisa Phillips, Mrs Mary Cedro and Mrs Milena De Lillo 

Other positions of responsibility include: 

 Reading Recovery – Mrs Majella Shiel 

 Sustainability – Mrs Anne Deegan 

 Literacy Leaders –  Mrs Majella Shiel, Mrs Belinda Slonim 

 Numeracy Leader – Miss Lisa Chiappalone 

 Digital Technologies Leader – Mrs Jessica Wickens 

 Junior Level Leader – Miss Genevieve Jones  

 Middle Level Leader – Mrs Leanne Snell 

 Senior Level Leader – Mrs Jessica Wickens 

 Literacy Learning Intervention (LLI) – Mrs Majella Shiel, Mrs Louise Skues 

 Literacy Support – Mrs Louise Skues 
 

Please also note that staff have other responsibilities outside of their classroom roles and as result, will be 

required to be released from class. These roles are extremely important in ensuring that our school is kept up 

to date with the latest developments. 
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Dates Ahead 
Monday 4th February  Year 1-6 Information Evening 

Tuesday 5th February  Parent & Teacher Meetings 3.40pm-5.30pm 

               PEB Meeting 7.30pm 

Wednesday 6th February No Preps at school 

    Parent & Teacher Meetings 3.40pm-5.30pm   

Thursday 7th February PPT Meeting 

Friday 8th February  Beginning of the School Year Mass 9.15am 

Tuesday 12th February Prep Family BBQ 5.30pm-7.30pm 

Wednesday 13th February No Preps at school 

    Year 5/6 School Camp 

Thursday 14th February Year 5/6 School Camp 

Friday 15th February  Year 5/6 School Campers return 

Thursday 19th February P & F Meeting 7.30pm 

Wednesday 20th February No Preps at school  

Tuesday 26th February St Justin’s Fair on the Hill Meeting 7.30pm 

Wednesday 27th February No Preps at school 

Wednesday 27th February Year 3-5 Cyber Safety Information Night  

Tuesday 5th March  Shrove Tuesday 

Wednesday 6th March  No Preps at school 

    Ash Wednesday 

Thursday 7th March  St Justin’ Big Screen Movie Night 

Monday 11th March  Labour Day Holiday 

Tuesday 12th March  Staff Professional Learning Day/Student Free 

Wednesday 13th March Cross Country Years 3-5 

Friday 15th March  St Patrick’s Day Mass/School Leaders 

Saturday 16th March  First Eucharist Year 4 Commitment Mass 6pm 

    Working Bee 1.30-4.30pm 

Sunday  17th March  First Eucharist Year 4 Commitment Mass 10.30am 

    St Patrick’s Day 

Monday 18th March  St Justin’s School Photos 

Tuesday 19th March  Year 3 Reconciliation Family Workshop 7pm 

Wednesday 20th March St Justin’s School Open Day 

Tuesday 26th March  Year 3 Reconciliation 7pm 

Wednesday 27th March Year 3 Reconciliation 7pm 

Tuesday 2nd April  St Justin’s Fair on the Hill Meeting 7pm 

Thursday 4th April  PPT Meeting 

Friday 5th April   End of Term 1 finish 1pm   

 

    
Thursday 7th March - more details to follow       Friday 8th Feb - Beginning of the School Year Mass 9.15am 
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Beginning of the School Year and Welcoming Mass 
On Friday 8th February, we will hold our Beginning of the School Year Mass commencing at 9:15 am. At this 

Mass, we will welcome new families and commission staff and our school leaders. Everyone welcome. 
 

Smart Phone App 
Members of our school community are invited to download our Smart Phone 

App. The App contains many handy features and is being used as another form 

of communication between school and home – it is a portal for notifying 

absences, newsletters, notices and messages relevant to members of our school 

community.  
 

To download the app simply search for St Justins Catholic School, Wheelers 

Hills in the App store on your iPhone, Smartphone or iPad. 

School Calendar 
Our school calendar was sent home to every family at the end of last year. Thanks to Anne Angel 

for the layout of this years’ calendar. The calendar is a beautiful reminder, not only of the key 

dates, but of our wonderful community.  
 

Please sign in 
Please note that all visitors, contractors, visiting teachers and parent helpers to our school are required to sign 

in via the school office and wear an assigned lanyard. The lanyard means that we can identify at a glance any 

non-teaching staff on our school grounds and have an idea of their purpose. The database created via the iPad 

at the front office means that in case of an emergency, we can quickly access the data and inform necessary 

emergency services who is on site. If you are a regular helper at our school (which I know many of you are), 

please speak to one of the administration team who can set up a “Quick Pin” to make the signing in and out 

process speedier for yourself. 
 

Please note that all visitors, parent helpers and contractors must have a current Working with Children Check. 

Parent Helpers and Contractors are also required to sign a Child Safety Code of Conduct. 

 

Please note that students arriving late and/or leaving early, are also to be signed in / out via the iPad. 

 

Thank you for your cooperation. 
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News from Classroom Cuisine 
Classroom Cuisine will provide lunches again this year on Mondays, Wednesdays, Thursdays and Fridays. 

Please note they do not operate on a Tuesday. Orders can be placed from Monday February 4.  The address 

to order lunches online is www.classroomcuisine.com.au and if you require a menu, this can be collected from 

the school office. 

 

 

CAMP SPORTS AND EXCURSIONS FUND 
This is a Victorian Government initiative which provides payments to schools for eligible students to attend 

camps, sports and excursions.  The amount payable for eligible primary students is $125 and for those students 

this amount will be used to reduce their school fees. 
 

To be eligible to receive the payment a parent or legal guardian of a student must on the first days of Terms 1 

or 2 be an eligible beneficiary, that is hold a Centrelink Health Care Card (HCC), Pensioner Concession Card 

(PCC) or a Veterans Affairs Gold Card, or be a temporary foster parent and submit an application to the school. 
 

Please collect an application form from the school office, complete and return as soon as possible.  Payments 

will be made directly to schools from March 2019.  Once received, these payments will be credited to school 

fees. 
 

Any parent who applied for, and received, the CSEF last year IS NOT REQUIRED to submit a new form 

this year.  

  

Music Academy lessons will commence the week beginning Monday 4th February 2019. 
There are still a few places left so anyone interested in joining in Keyboards, Drums or Singing 
enrolment forms are available from the school office or via email: mpalamara@hotmail.com 
 

 

U  N  I  F  O  R  M    S  H  O  P 
 

ONLINE 
https://sjwheelershill.cdfpay.org.au  

Register – it’s easy and it’s the best way to purchase a uniform 
 

 
 

OPEN THURSDAYS 
8.45am to 9.15am 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

http://www.classroomcuisine.com.au/
mailto:mpalamara@hotmail.com
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To help families prepare for the new school year, bookings for Outside School Hours Care are now 
open for 2019. 

So we can care for all students at St Justin’s, we do recommend families register an account with us 
and always book in advance.  

Why register? To attend our care, parents/guardians must register their child with us by completing 
an online enrolment form via our parent portal. It’s very important that parents/guardians fill out all 
compulsory enrolment documentation for their child and notify us of any medical conditions, 
illnesses and other, to ensure the health and safety of all children in our care. 

Families can register for free at https://pp.campaustralia.com.au/account/register-contacts 

If you have any questions regarding this email or would like us to send you an article for your next 
newsletter about the above, please contact your Key Account Manager Meg Hardy on 0439224097. 

Kind regards, 

Camp Australia 
 

 
 

https://www.campaustralia.com.au/Handler/Link?id=270401A2D7E6F1E98D24357AB8E8809F&h=71896&tid=5be6bf4a-fafe-4c7c-8807-4a449b927b25

