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Dear Families and Friends, 
 

Advent 
“Prepare the way of the Lord” is the main theme of Advent. This Sunday we will light the second candle to 

represent the hope of Christ coming to the world. Sunday’s gospel tells us to prepare for that coming; that 

remembering; that celebrating. It does so by speaking about John the Baptist preparing the people to 

welcome the coming of Jesus as He begins his public life, his mission. 
 

Since Advent is a season of Hope, then perhaps this would be a good time to ask God 

to put aside any obstacles in our lives that prevent us from fully welcoming Christ in 

each person.  
 

Prayer for lighting the Advent wreath in the second week: 

Lord of expectation and celebration, in our excitement of getting ready for 

Christmas; help us not to forget whose birthday we celebrate. Help us this 

Advent to wait with one another. Bless us with care and concern as we search 

for Jesus in each other. We know you love us. Help us share that love. AMEN. 
 

 

St Justin’s Christmas Concert 2019 
When:  WEDNESDAY 11th December 

Where:  Back oval (weather permitting) 

Time:  7:00pm 

What:  Each class has been working hard during Performing Arts 

classes to learn a Christmas song to perform at this concert.  
Other Performers: The School Choir, Albert’s Guitar Group, both Rock Bands 

 

On the night everyone is invited to bring an item to donate to the St Vinnies Christmas 

Appeal – a gift for a boy or girl – unwrapped please, non perishable food for hampers, or 

rolls of wrapping paper. Donations can be left in the baskets provided on the evening, or 

sent to the classrooms until Friday December 13. 
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2020 Prep Orientation 
Yesterdday we had our final Prep 2020 Orientation Day. The three hour session provided a wonderful 

opportunity for our “almost Preppies” to experience the kind, caring nature of Miss Genevieve Jones and 

Mrs Cleo Zabic, who will be our Prep teachers for 2020. A special thank you to many other members of 

staff who also helped out with the program – very much appreciated. I’m sure our 2020 Preps will hit the 

ground running. 

 

Another special thank you to our Year 5 students who helped create such a caring and supportive 

environment for our new families and students at St Justin’s. I’m sure our Year 5 students will be 

outstanding buddies next year.  
 

 
 

Plans for 2020 
As announced in previous newsletters, plans for 2020 are well and truly underway. Whilst for many of us 

our attention is on Christmas and the end of the school year, it’s amazing how much work has already 

gone into preparing for the 2020 school year. Most of our enrolments for 2020 are set, although we are 

still receiving one or two enquiries.  

 

At this stage we plan to have 14 classes. With a class average of 23 students, plus support staff, this 

structure allows for growth and student movement and provides opportunities for teachers to work in 

teams. Students and teachers will work closely, especially in levels, sharing spaces and strengths when 

appropriate. It is important to remember that all teachers have other administration duties alongside 

their classroom responsibilities, which will require them to be released on an ongoing basis. 

 

As indicated in previous newsletters, we have already given a great deal of thought to the placement of 

each child – a decision that is not taken lightly. We endeavour to provide each child with the opportunity 

to be part of a class that will allow him or her the best opportunity to learn. Consideration is given to 

each child’s social and emotional needs, ability, behaviour, etc. Individual needs and a whole school 

perspective must be considered. However, having said that, with our connecting classrooms accessed via 

sliding doors and moveable walls, our students are more able to engage and interact with students and 

teachers from other classes.  
 

We are a community of learners and we learn for, from and with each other. This includes us all and not 

just a selection. It is exposure to a variety of personalities and qualities that help us develop as a whole 

person. Life is sometimes not about being in the perfect situation, but making the most of the situation we 

are in. 

 

With many goals still to be achieved until the end of the school year, we will continue with our plans for 

2020.  
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In summary, staff for 2020 will be: 

 

Parish Priest:     Fr Andrew Madry 

Principal:     Mr Patrick Torpey 

Deputy Principal / Director of Learning: Mrs Annie Herbison 

Religious Education Leader:   Mrs Leanne Snell 

Administration:     Mrs Anne-Maree Smith, + two days to be appointed 

Classroom Teachers: 
Year Prep J           Miss Genevieve Jones 

Year Prep Z           Miss Cleo Zabic 

Year 1X              Mrs Belinda Xanthis   

Year 1W                Mrs Jessica Wickens (Mon, Tues, Wed, Fri) + Thursday TBC 

Year 2D              Miss Belinda Dalach  

Year 2M               Mr Nicholas Mosele 

Year 3W               Mrs Debbie Wood 

Year 3SS                 Mrs Leanne Snell (Mon, Tues, Fri), Mrs Maria Scandizzo (Wed, Thurs) 

Year 4L                 Mrs Samantha Lutgens 

Year 4CD            Miss Lisa Chiappalone (Mon, Tues,Wed) Mrs Rachel De La Haye (Thurs, Fri) 

Year 5H                Miss Jessica Harvey (four days)  + one day TBC 

Year 5SC             Mrs Belinda Slonim (Mon, Tues, Thurs, Fri) Mrs Shari Correlje (Wed) 

Year 6DB               Mrs Lucy D’Angelo ( Mon, Tues, Wed) Mrs Lisa Braybrook ( Thurs,Fri) 

Year 6FC             Mr Luke Farrelly (Mon, Tues, Wed, Fri), Mrs Shari Correlje (Thur) 

 

Specialist Teachers: 

 Performing Arts:     Mrs Christy Riddiford (Tuesday - Thursday) 

 Information Resource Centre:   Mrs Annette Melenhorst (Tuesday – Thursday) 

 Physical Education:    Mr Clinton Johnson (Wednesday – Friday)  

 Italian:      Mrs Silvana Cetrola: (Monday – Tuesday)  

 Learning Support Officers (LSOs): Mrs Trish Andrew, Mrs Carmel Sullivan, Miss Lisa Phillips,  

Mrs Mary Cedro, Mrs Milena De Lillo and Mrs Lisa Stewart 

 

Other positions of responsibility include: 

 Reading Recovery / Literacy Learning Intervention  – Mrs Louise Skues 

 Sustainability/Kitchen Garden  – Mrs Anne Deegan 

 Learning Diversity Leader  – Miss Anne Livera 

 Literacy Leader –  Mrs Belinda Slonim 

 Numeracy Leader – Mr Luke Farelly 

 Digital Technologies Leader – Mrs Jessica Wickens 

 Wellbeing Co-ordinators – Mrs Louise Skues, Miss Lisa Chiappalone 

 Mr Frank Davis - Maintenance / Gardener 
 

As you would have identified in the staff list, there are changes in staff for 2020 and whilst we are sad to 

see colleagues leave, we are excited by the change. Change may be a difficult thing for many of us to accept, 

but one thing we do know in life is that change is inevitable. 

 

We look forward to a great year and thank everyone for their many contributions this year. Please note 

that reports, portfolios and notification of class placements will be sent home before the end of the year.. 
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Christmas Cheer 
Christmas has always been a time of sharing and our children certainly enter into the spirit. 

It’s not unusual for students at St Justin’s to hand out Christmas cards, not just to their 

friends, but to all class members. Often attached to the envelopes and/or cards, are 

candy canes, a simple but effective way of wishing friends a “Merry Christmas”. 

Unfortunately, many candy canes contain traces of food colouring and/or nuts that many 

of our children are highly allergic too. Whilst we don’t want to be considered the 

“Christmas Grouch”, in the safety of all students at our school, we ask you to consider 

an alternative “gift”. We will ask that Christmas canes be eaten at home. 

 

SRC Lunch 
On Tuesday we had our SRC/Altar Server pizza lunch in our Performing Arts Centre.  I wish to thank all 

the students for all their hard work in giving ideas on how to improve our school. I also wish to thank the 

Altar Servers who support Father Andrew with Mass each week.   Thank you also to Mrs Milena De Lillo 

and Mrs Mary Cedro for all their assistance in making this happen for our students.    

 

Library Notice 
A reminder to all families that ALL library books are due back as they are now 

overdue. 

 

Thanks, The Library Team. 

 

Early 2020 Dates 
Tuesday 28th January Staff commence school 

Wednesday 29th January St Justin’s Student Assessment Day 

Thursday 30th January St Justin’s Student Assessment Day 

Friday 31st January Students Return Prep-Year 6 

Tuesday 4th February Prep Family BBQ 5.30-7.30pm 

Wednesday 5th February No Preps at school 

Friday 7th February  Beginning of the School Year Mass 9.15am 

Tuesday 11th February P & F Meeting 

Wednesday 12th February No Preps at school 

  Year 5/6 School Camp  

Thursday 13th February Year 5/6 School Camp 

Friday 14th February Year 5/6 School Camp 

Tuesday 18th February Cyber Safety Information Sessions - 2pm and 7pm 

Wednesday 19th February No Preps at school 

Wednesday 26th February Ash Wednesday 

 No Preps at school 

 

Tub Scrub 
Next Friday, 13th December, classroom teachers will be sending home student tubs from their desks with 

their work books and class items. We ask that each child spend a few minutes over the weekend 

thoroughly cleaning the tub in preparation for next year’s classes. This is one great opportunity to help 

teach our children responsibility and respect for others as we share the same equipment. We thank all 

parents for your support and participation in advance. 
 
Please return tubs to the class no later than MONDAY 16TH DECEMBER 
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Beast Bands                                                                                                                       
After Fair on the Hill, I decided that I wanted to keep selling my "Beast Bands". So after a couple of 

weeks planning, I have successfully set up my business on Etsy. I have also decided that I would like to 

donate $1 for every band that I sell, to a charity, for the next 12 months. I have had a lot of my friends at 

school still asking me if they could buy one, which they can now do through my Etsy shop so that I am not 

collecting money at school. I will offer kids at school free delivery, by delivering them using the class 

buckets,  
 

You can check out my shop here  

- https://www.etsy.com/au/shop/BeastBandsAU/ and my facebook page 

- www.facebook.com/beastbands.au "Beast Bands"- Bryton M 
 

 

Prep - 2 - Health and PE  Incursion 
Last Friday, all Prep, Year 1 & Year 2 students participated in a health and PE incursion. Coach 

Approach ran the expo and provided us with 5 athletes and 1 nutritionist to run each session. Each child 

participated in the following activities. 

 Healthy Eating 

 Teamwork activities  

 Soccer 

 Basketball 

 Taekwondo 

 Hip Hop/Breakdancing  

 

Everyone showed great enthusiasm throughout the day and the most pleasing thing was everyone had a 

go at everything even if it was something completely foreign to them.  

  

Well done to all participating students, you did a fantastic job! 

 

Mr Johnson 

 
State Athletic Championships 
We would like to wish the following students who will represent their respective clubs in the upcoming State 

Athletics Championships. 
 Jack E 

 Cailen P 

 Thomas D 

 Oli S  

 
We are sure you will give it your all and do yourselves proud. 
 
Good Luck!!! 
 

 
 

https://www.etsy.com/au/shop/BeastBandsAU?ref=ss_profile
http://www.facebook.com/beastbands.au
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Change to Daily Routine 

Next year, after consultation with the Parish Edcuation Board and Staff, we have made a slight change to 

our Daily Routine at St Justin’s. 

Current Daily Routine 

8:55 pm Bell Gather in the Undercover Area 

8:57pm Bell Brief Assembly, make our way into class 

9:00 pm  Classes commence 

10:55pm Bell Eating Time 

11:05am Bell First Break 

11:43am Bell Assemble in the Undercover Area 

11:45am Bell Classes commence 

1:10pm Bell Eating Time 

1:20pm Bell Second Break 

1:57pm Bell Assemble in the Undercover Area 

2:00pm Bell Classes commence  

3:30pm` Bell  Dismissal  

3:15pm  Bell (Monday) 

 

2020 Daily Routine 

8:55 pm Bell Gather in the Undercover Area 

8:57pm Bell Brief Assembly, make our way into class 

9:00 pm  Classes commence 

10:55pm Bell Eating Time 

11:05am Bell First Break 

11:43am Bell Assemble in the Undercover Area 

11:45am Bell Classes commence 

1:40pm Bell Eating Time 

1:50pm Bell Second Break 

2:27pm Bell Assemble in the Undercover Area 

2:30pm Bell Classes commence 

3:25pm Bell Pack up 

3:30pm` Bell  Dismissal 

3:15pm  Bell (Monday) 

 

Currently we have 1 x 2hr session and 2 x 1½hr sessions. Our new daily routine, which many schools 

have already adopted, allows for 2 x 2 hour blocks per day and 1 x 1hr session (45 min on Monday). 

Having the 2 x 2hr sessions per day will allow greater flexibility as to when subjects can be held, 

especially Literacy, Numeracy and Specialist classes. At the moment, we only have one 2 hour block per 

day, meaning that often senior students are required to have their specialist classes first thing in the 

morning, so that the junior classes can participate in their two hour literacy block. Our new daily routine 

will give greater flexibility to all classes throughout the school, therefore allowing more students to 

access the optimal learning times of the day. 

 

As the two 2 hour blocks delays the eating times, students may require a “ healthy snack” break between 

their main breaks. It may also be necessary to have two medium sized “meals” per day, rather than a 

“snack” during the first eating break and something more substantial during the second eating time.  
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Start of the 2020 School Year                                                                                           

Next year, after consultation with the Parish Edcuation Board and staff, we will trial a modified start to 

the school year. Teachers will officially commence on the same day - Tuesday 28th January, which will be 

followed by two Testing Days. On these days, students will be required to “book in” for a half hour one-

on-one assessment session with their teacher. The focus for this assessment session will be on Numeracy, 

especially Place Value. The data obtained from the assessment sessions will be extremely valuable in 

identifying where each student is at so that programs can be modified to meet each student’s needs. The 

School Interview online booking system will be used for families to make an appropriate time for their 

child / children. More details to follow.  School will commence for all students on Friday 31st January. 

Term 4 Dates 
Sunday  December 8th   2nd Sunday of Advent 

Wednesday December 11th  St Justin’s Christmas Concert 

Monday December 16th  Year 6 Graduation Mass 6pm 

Tuesday December 17th  End of Year Mass 9.15am  

End of Term 1pm finish 

       

Altar Servers 
Saturday 7th December - 6pm   Isabelle & Aiden D, Preston S 

Sunday 8th  December - 8.30am Mitchell B, Elizabeth S 

Sunday 8th  December - 10.30am  Gavin R, Caitlin M 

 

 

 

 

CALL FOR BOOKS 
Donate your pre-loved books 

 
Preparations are underway for 2020 St Justin’s Fair on the Hill.  

 

We are planning to hold a Book Stall and kindly ask that you support our 

school by donating your pre-loved books, magazines, CD’s and DVD’s.  

 

Donations can be placed in the designated bins which are located at the 

front office and the church foyer.  

 

Donations for all ages are welcome, 

even for adults!  

 

Thanking you in advance for your 

support. 

 

  



St Justin’s Parish School, Wheelers Hill 
 

All Children Can Achieve Success 
 

News from the Sustainability Team 

Kitchen/Garden Program 
In the garden it is time to wind down the garden beds, prepare to add compost and sow some seeds for new 

produce next year. The Preps used trowels and spades to dig out old plants and harvest some of the 

remaining produce such as kale, mint and broccolini. They used their gloves to turn the soil over and smooth 

it out after emptying the garden bed. Next week we will add compost to the garden beds and give it a good 

watering. We have left some plants such as sunflowers which are already growing well. We look forward 

to seeing their lovely yellow faces in the New Year.  
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This week we made biscuit Christmas houses held together with icing and decorated with smarties. They 

look like mini gingerbread houses. We also made Santa skewers with banana and strawberry.  

    
 

     
 

   
 

Using twigs from the garden we created Christmas ornaments by winding wool around a triangle shape of 

twigs. 
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SCHOOL FEES 2020 
St Justin’s Primary School, as a Catholic school, receives funding from both the Commonwealth and State 

Governments.  However this funding does not cover the total expenses of the school.  Catholic schools are 

required to cover the shortfall between total expenses and income received through various fees and 

charges. 

 

School and capital fees together with Commonwealth and State Government grants pay the operational 

costs of the school.  These include such things as salaries, building, ground and equipment maintenance, 

insurances, capital expenditure, computer equipment, power and water rates, heating/cooling, phone and 

administration costs, loans etc. 

 

Levies pay for student educational costs such as stationery needs, curriculum/resource materials, 

photocopying, library books, excursions and incursions, sacramental programs etc. 

 

The School fees are reviewed annually and after careful consideration and consultation with the School 

Accountant, the Parish Edcuation Board has set the fees for St Justin’s as listed below. A statement will be 

issued at the commencement of next year. Families have a variety of options in how they can pay their fews.  

 

Should you have any concerns regarding your fees, please don’t hesitate to speak to the Principal. Those 

with a Health Care Card should also speak to the Principal as discounts may apply. 

 

FAMILY FEE – per family 

 Tuition Fee – family with one child      $1824 

 Tuition Fee – family with two or more children    $2418 

 Building Fee         $225 

 Maintenance Fee (refundable by attending 2 working bees during year) $100 

 

STUDENT LEVY – per student 

 Curriculum Levy (includes stationery)     $275 

 

 Excursion Levy – Prep to Year 5      $70 

 Excursion Levy – Year 6       $100 

 

 Technology eLearning Levy – Prep to Year 2    $54 

 Technology eLearning Levy - Year 3      $78 

 Technology eLearning Levy (incl. Chromebook) – Years 4, 5 & 6  $234  

 

 Sport Levy – Year 5        $50 

 Sport Levy – Year 6        $50 

 

 Swimming Levy – Prep to Year 4      $127 

 

 Year 6 Camp         $300 

 Year 5 Camp         $280 

 Years 3 & 4 Camp        $155 

 

 

 

Fee Statements will be sent out to each family in February 2020 
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Christmas Ideas for Reading and Writing                                                                              

With the Christmas holidays fast approaching here are some ideas to involve the whole family in reading 

and writing.  

 Email friends or family members.  

 Write messages together on your social networking sites to communicate with family and friends.  

 Read a book series together.  

 Read together the instructions for a new household item to find out how it works.  

 Record family events or travel experiences in a journal or on an online blog.  

 Write plays and perform them for family and friends.  

 Write a film script together and make the film.  

 Read, select and collect news articles, and create an album about, for example, a 

sporting team, favourite animal, or leisure activity.  

 Solve crosswords, word puzzles, brain-teasers, and quizzes. 

 Browse libraries and bookshops together. Search for cheap books in charity 

stores and at garage sales.  

 Prepare for an outing together, including reading public transport timetables, 

maps, and information brochures. 

 

Congratulations 
Congratulations to Mr and Mrs Xanthis who were married last Saturday November 30th. We wish you lots 

of love and happiness for the future. 
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Have you got an idea or a suggestion to run an event? Or would you like to be involved in one of our 

many events but are unsure of what’s involved? An open invitation stands for all parents and friends of St 

Justin’s to come along to one of our monthly meetings to learn more, or feel free to provide your 

feedback, comments and suggestions at pnf@sjwheelershill.catholic.edu.au 

We encourage you all to be involved and participate in your own capacity throughout the year. It’s never 

too late to get involved! 

 

 

 

Icy Pole Fridays  

Zooper Doopers will be sold after school in the undercover area for $1 

each. There will also be a small supply of chips available for 50 cents 

a bag. We’d love to get some more helpers on board to help with set 

up, selling and pack up. If you are interested in helping or would like 

to learn more contact Carole Bouwmeester 0407 228 661.  

 

 

 
 
Subway Way Lunch Day Wednesday 4th December 
Thank you to Anna R and her team of helpers for co-ordinating a 

wonderful Subway lunch for the students on Wednesday. Your 

help is much appreciated. 

 

 

 

Bakers Delight Christmas Tarts and Christmas Cake 

Notice and order forms were sent home with children this week. 

Orders can be placed through your child’s classroom bucket with 

correct money in the envelopes provided. It is an opportunity to 

develop a working relationship with our local community 

Wheelers Hill Bakers Delight.  

 

All orders must be received by Tuesday December 10, 3.30pm. 

No late orders will be accepted. 
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