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Dear Families and Friends, 

 

Year 1-6 Information Evenings and Parent and Teacher Meetings 
Thanks to all who were able to attend our Year 1-6 Information sessions on Monday 

evening and our optional Parent/Teacher Meetings on Tuesday and Wednesday 

afternoons. The information sessions provided an opportunity for us to share our 

expectations for the year. Our optional Parent/Teacher Meetings provided parents and 

guardians the opportunity to inform teacher/s of any important information about 

individual students. 

 

As always, should you have any issues or concerns regarding your child’s education, 

please don’t hesitate to make a mutually agreeable time to meet your classroom teacher. 

It is also important for teachers to receive any positive feedback – it helps create a wonderful sense of 

satisfaction in an increasingly difficult job and can better inform teachers of strategies and approaches to 

learning that are effective for your child. If communicating via email, please be mindful that teachers may 

take some time to respond. 

 

Prep parents will have an opportunity to meet their child’s teacher at the Prep BBQ on Tuesday 12th February.  

 

Thank you to the staff for making themselves available not only for the information sessions and parent 

meetings, but for offering to mind children in the library – as always, your support for each other and 

commitment to our students is much appreciated. 

 

Year 5 / 6 Camp 
Next week our Years 5 and 6 students will attend camp at Phillip Island. 

The camp provides our students with the opportunity to further their 

learning and social skills development in a non-school setting. We wish 

them all the best and trust that our Year 4 students will confidently lead 

our school in their absence. 

 

Sun Smart 
A reminder that St Justin’s Primary School is a Sun Smart School and as a result, all students are to wear 

their school hat that protects the face, neck and ears during breaks or lessons, throughout September to the 

end of April. Sun screen should also be applied at home before coming to school. 

 

  

mailto:principal@sjwheelershill.catholic.edu.au


St Justin’s Parish School, Wheelers Hill 
 

All Children Can Achieve Success 
 

Beginning of the School Year and Welcoming Mass 
Today we held our Opening of the School Year Mass, where we officially commissioned all our new Leaders 

and Staff for 2019.  

 

Congratulations to our school leaders for 2019. Whilst we acknowledge our official leaders for this year, we 

are reminded that we are all leaders, evidenced by our words and actions. 

 

2019 YEAR 6 LEADERS  
SCHOOL CAPTAINS:   Lauren Kelly, Nathan Vu  

SCHOOL VICE CAPTAINS:  Tilly Constantinou, Tony Tarallo   

SRC CHAIRPERSONS:  Emmerson Traplin, Tammy Truong  

PERFORMING ARTS LEADERS: Lauren Sklepic, Xenia Michael, Rhianna Costa, Zak Palamara  

SPORTS CAPTAINS:   Jasper Van Den Bosch, Sasha Gajdobranski, Mitchell Fredericks  

e-LEARNING LEADERS:  Alexsey Kinski, Brooke Wheeler, Zaki Girgis, Sebastian Cannata 

     Lukas Warkus, Teage Dakin  

LITURGY LEADERS:   Daniel Viavattene, Reuel Jayawardena, Maddy Walec,  

Julia Coppolino, Caitlin Mujie  

SOCIAL JUSTICE LEADERS: Christina Theoharis, Renee Strunz, Zani Jelonek 

     Eliza Capomolla, Alessia De Lorenzo, Sari Hele  

SUSTAINABILITY LEADERS: Mia Kasparidis, Angelo Colalilo, Jonathan Loupatatzis 

     Ashleigh Camileri, Sienna Barca, Leah Hanko-Richards  

WELLBEING LEADERS:  Jake Patrzalek, Genevieve Aston, Kiara Machar 

     Daniel Brodie, Matthew Gibcus  

HOUSE CAPTAINS:   RED (MANDERS):  Adrian Lomas, Jack Emerson, Dean Giaquinta 

BLUE (WHEELER):  Josh Ward, Lukas Sibenik, Cara Vaccarino 

GREEN (LUCAS):       Josh Leftley, Marcel Go 

GOLD (MACAULAY): Oliver Turner, Natasha Kosmarikas 

  

2019 SRC and eLearning Monitors 
Year 3W: SRC - Jessica Vaughan, Nicholas Gulbenkian 

  eLearning Monitors - Connor Mujie, Daniel Lomas 

 

Year 3SS: SRC - Lexi Nigro, Sienna Mascetta 

  eLearning - Cian Mujie, Alissa Mascetta 

 

Year 4O: SRC - Gisele D'Ottavio, Carl Di Ciero 

  eLearning - Orlando Perez, Alistair Edward 

 

Year 4KC: SRC - Grace Russo, Ella Jones 

  eLearning - Anton Fortino, Tobi Van den Bosch 

 

Year 5H: SRC - Madeleine Kyriacou, Oliver Shalders 

eLearning - Steven Lianos, Aliyah Iazzolino 

 

Year 5WC: SRC – Chloe Goncalves, Aydan Edward 

  eLearning – Madeleine Mitchell, Noah Bernardo 
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 Drop off and pick up 

In the morning, there is a teacher on yard duty at 8:40am. On arrival, students are asked to place their bag 

outside the classroom in the designated area (most classes already do this anyway). Students are then free to 

mingle with their friends or stay with their parents or grandparents. The 15 minutes before school provides a 

wonderful opportunity for students to get active and socially connect with others.  

 

At 8:55am the bell will ring and students will assemble in the undercover area, as they do for the end of both 

breaks. After a brief greeting and any announcements are made, students will be taken to their classroom by 

their teacher where they will unpack their bag and prepare for the day ahead.  

 

On Fridays, students (and parents/carers) are welcome to go straight into their classroom and unpack their 

bags. When the first bell rings, they will make their way to the classroom floor/ desk (not outside), where they 

will say their morning prayer, the teacher will take the roll and they will make their way to assembly. On 

Friday, assemblies are usually held in the PAC and everyone is welcome. 

 

If you wish to drop your child off before 8:40 am, please use the Before School Care service provided by 

Camp Australia - we would hate for your child to arrive at school and no-one be here to care for them. Whilst 

there is usually someone here around 8:00am, it’s important to remember that staff are busy preparing for the 

day ahead or involved in meetings.  
 

After school, a teacher is on playground duty until 3:45 pm. After this time students who are yet to be picked 

up will be taken to the office.  We will attempt to ring their parents to make sure everything is ok. If, for any 

reason, you are running late, just give the office a ring and let us know.  

 

Please note that students should not be dropped off or picked up in the staff carpark. In the morning and at 

the end of the day, the car park becomes a busy place with people walking in all directions. 
 

After observing the 3:30 pm traffic in Grantchester Road, a few important reminders: 

 Please observe the 2 minute parking bay. If waiting in this 

bay, drivers cannot leave their car. 

 If waiting for a parking space, please never call your child 

to the middle of the road. It would be far safer to drive 

around the block and wait for a parking space rather than 

wait in the middle of the road. 

 Please minimise the space between cars – often we could 

park more cars if we parked a little closer to each other. 

 Never park in the driveways or on the nature strips of our 

neighbours – this can restrict the view of pedestrians and 

other road users. It’s also very disrespectful.  

 Stay calm and be patient – there are often many parks 

available after 5 minutes – a short wait in comparison to 

the waiting room at Monash Hospital. 
 

 

Whilst these reminders are important to the safety of all concerned, they are the law. I ask that you all 

follow the rules and remain patient – everyone’s safety is important. After three years, I’ve never seen 

anyone get frustrated by someone doing the right thing. 
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Literacy News  
Speaking and listening mediates learning across all curriculum areas. Students use speaking and listening to 

solve problems, speculate, share ideas, make decisions and reflect on what is important. Help your child 

remember the things they enjoyed last year and find things that will excite them about this year. Some will be 

looking forward to being a ‘big kid’ (whatever their year). For others it will be the chance to make new 

friends, or to start a new program, or to learn a new skill. 

 

WEBSITE:  Learning Potential is a free resource with tips and ideas on how parents and guardian can 

support and nurture their child's learning.  https://www.learningpotential.gov.au/ 

 

PARENT HELPERS 

  

St. Justin’s Families are warmly invited  
to the 

Parent Helper’s Session 
on 

Thursday February 14th at 9:00am 
in the  

Italian Room 
  

A letter of invitation has been sent home this week with your child. 
If you have already participated in this session,  

you are most welcome to attend to refresh your skills. 
If you are unable to attend but would like to be a parent helper,  

please email or see Mrs Belinda Slonim. 

 

Prep Family BBQ 
Next Tuesday we will conduct our Welcome Prep BBQ for all Prep 

families. All family members are invited. 

 

On arrival, all family members will receive a name tag and then 

gather outside the Wheeler Wing. Dinner, prepared by the Parish 

Education Board, will be served between 5:30 pm – 6:30 pm. At 

6:30 pm, parents will make their way into the Prep rooms for an 

information session with the classroom teachers whilst other 

family members will be entertained by a variety of activities 

conducted by other staff members. I’m sure it will be a great way to get to know each other a little better.  
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Volunteering at St Justin’s 
St Justin’s Primary School seeks to provide a safe, open and nurturing learning environment for all students. 

The school acknowledges the value that volunteers play in a variety of learning, school based and community 

activities and actively encourages their participation. 
 

To ensure the safety and wellbeing and protection of all students, St Justin’s Parish Primary School, ensures 

that all of our policies and practices embed a child-safe culture that has zero tolerance for child abuse. Our 

recruitment, screening, induction, ongoing monitoring and assessment for volunteers align with our Child 

Safety Policy and our Child Safety Code of Conduct and adhere to the requirements of Clause 10 of Ministerial 

Order No. 870 (Volunteers).  
 

St Justin’s Primary School takes its commitment to maintaining a ‘child safe’ environment for all students and 

young people seriously and implores that all members of the school community, including volunteers, work with 

us to achieve this. 
 

A volunteer is defined as any unpaid individual who provides support in educational, sporting, extra curricula 

or school community activities to the school. Their assistance is provided under the direction and supervision 

of identified school representatives. 
 

Any parent who wishes to volunteer their services to the school must ensure they participate in the school’s 

volunteer screening and induction procedures. 
 

All volunteers must: 

 Provide evidence (driver’s license/Medicare card/passport) of personal identity 

 Provide a valid Working with Children Check (WWCC) 

 Respond to Volunteer Application questions 

 Complete two Referee Reports for Volunteers that affirm that volunteer’s suitability for working with 

children 

 Meet with the Principal and/or Deputy Principal as part of our regular interview process. A Record of 

Interview will be completed at this time. 
 

More information will be available in the coming weeks. 
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Reporting your Child’s Absence from School & Unexplained Absence 
Parents are legally responsible for the regular attendance of their child/ren and we require your full support to 

ensure we meet the required guidelines to ensure the safe arrival and attendance of all students enrolled in our 

school. 

 

It is a legal requirement for the school to contact parents when a child is absent and we have had no notification 

from you of their absence (unexplained absence).  

 

The following steps need to be followed if your child is absent from school: 

 Advise the school of your child’s absence prior to the beginning of the school day – 

the preferred method is via the Skoolbag App – please ensure you select eForm; or 

phone call to the school – messages can be left on the answering machine which will be cleared before 

school commences. 

 

If no notification is received from you, the school is legally required to make contact with you regarding your 

child’s non attendance and the following will occur, as close as possible to the times listed below: 

 An SMS notification will be sent to you by 9.45am on the day of the absence;  

 You are required to respond to a notification sent to you by 10.15am; 

 Parents who do not respond to the SMS notification will be contacted by phone by 10.30am to verify the 

absence so that the school can update the attendance register for compliance; 

 If you are not able to be contacted, your child’s emergency contact/s will be used. 

 

It is the legal responsibility of parents to advise ALL absences in a timely manner – sickness, holiday, 

appointment, etc., and it is our legal requirement to make every reasonable effort to contact a parent 

regarding an unexplained absence. 

 

If your child is going to be absent from school for an extended period of time due to holiday or illness, please 

put this in writing to the Principal. 

 

Students who are late to school (after 8.55am) must be signed in through the iPad at the school office by an 

adult. 

 

Smart Phone App 
Members of our school community are invited to download our Smart Phone App. The 

App contains many handy features and is being used as another form of 

communication between school and home – it is a portal for notifying absences, 

newsletters, notices and messages relevant to members of our school community. 
 

To download the app simply search for St Justins Catholic School, Wheelers Hills in 

the App store on your iPhone, Smartphone or iPad. 
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Dates Ahead 
Friday 8th February  Beginning of the School Year Mass 9.15am 

Tuesday 12th February Prep Family BBQ 5.30pm-7.30pm 

Wednesday 13th February No Preps at school 

    Year 5/6 School Camp 

Thursday 14th February Year 5/6 School Camp 

Friday 15th February  Year 5/6 School Campers return 

Thursday 19th February P & F Meeting 7.30pm 

Wednesday 20th February No Preps at school  

Tuesday 26th February St Justin’s Fair on the Hill Meeting 7.30pm 

Wednesday 27th February No Preps at school 

Wednesday 27th February Year 3-5 Cyber Safety Information Night  

Tuesday 5th March  Shrove Tuesday 

Wednesday 6th March  No Preps at school 

    Ash Wednesday 

Thursday 7th March  St Justin’s Big Screen Movie Night 

Monday 11th March  Labour Day Holiday 

Tuesday 12th March  Staff Professional Learning Day/Student Free 

Wednesday 13th March Cross Country Years 3-5 

Friday 15th March  St Patrick’s Day Mass/School Leaders 

Saturday 16th March  First Eucharist Year 4 Commitment Mass 6pm 

    Working Bee 1.30-4.30pm 

Sunday  17th March  First Eucharist Year 4 Commitment Mass 10.30am 

    St Patrick’s Day 

Monday 18th March  St Justin’s School Photos 

Tuesday 19th March  Year 3 Reconciliation Family Workshop 7pm 

Wednesday 20th March St Justin’s School Open Day 

Tuesday 26th March  Year 3 Reconciliation 7pm 

Wednesday 27th March Year 3 Reconciliation 7pm 

Tuesday 2nd April  St Justin’s Fair on the Hill Meeting 7pm 

Thursday 4th April  PPT Meeting 

Friday 5th April   End of Term 1 finish 1pm   

 

Book Club News 
Issue 1 of Scholastic Book Club has now been sent home.  All purchases earn 20% 

back in Scholastic rewards for our school.  Orders must be in by Friday 

15th February.  The preferred payment method is via LOOP (Linked Online Ordering 

& Payment System) which means there is no need to return anything back to the 

school.  If you are paying by cheque, please make sure your child’s name and class 

are clearly marked on the order form and return to the office via your child’s class 

bucket.  CASH PAYMENTS WILL NOT BE ACCEPTED.   

 

 

Thursday 7th March –  

more details to follow 
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News from Classroom Cuisine – School Online Lunch Orders 
Classroom Cuisine will provide lunches again this year on Mondays, Wednesdays, Thursdays and Fridays. 

Please note they do not operate on a Tuesday. The address to order lunches online is 

www.classroomcuisine.com.au and if you require a menu, this can be collected from the school office. 

 

 

CAMP SPORTS AND EXCURSIONS FUND 
This is a Victorian Government initiative which provides payments to schools for eligible students to attend 

camps, sports and excursions.  The amount payable for eligible primary students is $125 and for those students 

this amount will be used to reduce their school fees. 
 

To be eligible to receive the payment a parent or legal guardian of a student must on the first days of Terms 1 

or 2 be an eligible beneficiary, that is hold a Centrelink Health Care Card (HCC), Pensioner Concession Card 

(PCC) or a Veterans Affairs Gold Card, or be a temporary foster parent and submit an application to the school. 
 

Please collect an application form from the school office, complete and return as soon as possible.  Payments 

will be made directly to schools from March 2019.  Once received, these payments will be credited to school 

fees. 
 

Any parent who applied for, and received, the CSEF last year IS NOT REQUIRED to submit a new form 

this year.  

  

 

UNIFORM SHOP – IMPORTANT 

WINTER SCHOOL JUMPER 
The school jumper is an optional item.  If you would like a wool jumper in time 

for this winter you will need to submit an order with payment online at 

https://sjwheelershill.cdfpay.org.au by Wednesday February 20.  This will be the 

ONLY order placed for 2019.  Stock is anticipated to be available towards the 

end of April in time for the changeover to winter uniform. 

 

If you need help with your sizing, please come and see us in the shop this 

coming Thursday morning between 8.45-9.15am. 

 

Order your uniform items: 

ONLINE 
https://sjwheelershill.cdfpay.org.au  

Register – it’s easy and it’s the best way to purchase uniform items. 
Your orders will be sent home through the classroom bucket system on the following 

Thursday 
 

OR 
Purchase directly from the Uniform Shop 

 

OPEN EACH THURSDAY 
8.45am to 9.15am 
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Dear Parents and Friends of St. Justin’s,  
 

Welcome back to the 2019 school year. A special warm welcome to our new Prep families. 
 

The P&F plays an integral link in building a strong sense of school community spirit, it’s not too late to get 

involved, plus our children love to see parents getting involved! We support St. Justin’s vision “..to create a 

place of openness, respect and action; striving for individual potential. We believe in success for all, through 

faith, learning and partnership…” 
 

Assistant Treasurer Role - Vacant 

At our Annual General Meeting last year we had a great turn out and as a result of the support and 

commitment by many, we were able to fill our Executive Committee positions. We do have one position open - 

the role of Assistant Treasurer. If you are interested in this role email the P&F at pnfstjustins@gmail.com 

with your name, contact email and mobile phone details, and child/children’s class and a member of the team 

will be in contact. 
 

Our First Meeting – Everyone is Welcome 

Our first meeting will be held on Tuesday 19th February at 7.30pm in the Staffroom and will run for 

approximately one hour. Our vision is to have many people do a few things, rather than a few people do many 

things. We’d love to see you there. 
 

Class Representatives 

We are looking for volunteers to act as Class Representatives (preferable 2 from each class). The Class 

Representatives will liaise with the class teachers and help communicate information to the class parents. If 

you are interested in this role please email the P&F at pnfstjustins@gmail.com with your name, contact email 

and mobile phone details, and child/children’s class and a member of the team will be in contact. 
 

Icy Pole Fridays are back! 

Commencing this Friday 8th February in the undercover area. A variety of flavours will be for sale $1 after 

school. We’d love to get some more helpers on board to help with set up, selling and pack up. If you are 

interested in helping out contact Carole Bouwmeester 0407 228 661. 
 

St Justin’s Big Screen Movie Night Thursday 7th March 

Up and coming event will include a “Big Screen” movie night - more details will be released about this 

soon!! 
 

Have you got an idea or a suggestion to run an event? Or would you like to be involved in one of our many 

events but are unsure of what’s involved? An open invitation stands for all parents and friends of St Justin’s 

to come along to one of our monthly meetings to learn more, or feel free to provide your feedback, comments 

and suggestions at pnfstjustins@gmail.com 

 

2019 promises to bring about more positive change for the P&F, which will be an exciting time and 

opportunity for St Justin’s. We encourage you all to be involved and participate in your own capacity 

throughout the year. It’s never too late to get involved! 
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