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Dear Families and Friends, 

 

Year 5 / 6 Camp 

Our Year 5 and 6 students, along with 10 staff members arrived 

safely at Phillip Island on Wednesday to begin an exciting and jam 

packed adventure. From all reports, everyone is having a great time, 

making new friends and trying lots of different and exciting 

experiences. Stay tuned next week for photos and recounts of this 

amazing experience. 

 

A BIG thank you to all the staff who have given up their personal 

time to be a part of this experience. Camp is definitely a special time 

and treasured just as much by the staff, as it is by the students. A special thank you to Mrs Jessica Wickens for 

all the hard work and organisation that is required to take 115 people away from school.  

 

Prep Family BBQ 

On Tuesday night our Prep families gathered together to share a yummy BBQ dinner and have an opportunity 

to get to know one another. It was great to see so many families mingling and finding out about each other. It 

was lovely to see the start of many new friendships. It was also a perfect opportunity for our Prep teaching team 

to share important information with their parents. Thank you Miss Jones and Mrs Zabic, not only for all the 

useful information that our Prep parents require but also for a great start to the year. 

 

A get together like this just does not happen, it requires a small village to make things for our children happen. 

Thank you to the staff who stayed to play games with the Prep children and their siblings while mum and dad 

were at their information session. Mrs Herbison, Mrs Belinda Slonim, Miss Lisa Chiappalone and Mr Nick 

Mosele had a ball running these activities. Thank you to Mrs Milena Delillo and Mr Tony Diiorio for organising  

the food and to our Parish Education Board members, Calvin M, Robert S, David G, Rita G, Aili Y and Tony 

D, along with Father Andrew for preparing our yummy BBQ and with the clean-up. Thanks also needs to be 

extended to Mirna from Brumbly’s Bakery for her generosity in donating the bread and rolls towards this event. 

 

Are you eligible to receive a rebate for school excursions and camps? 
If you hold a Centrelink Health Care Card (HCC), Pensioner 

Concession Card (PCC) or a Veterans Affairs Gold card you are 

eligible to receive a rebate from the Victorian Government. The Camp 

Sports and Excursion Fund (CSEF) is a Victorian Government 

initiative which provides payments to schools for eligible students to 

attend camps, sports and excursions. The amount payable for primary 

students is $125, where this amount will be used to reduce their school 

fees. 
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To receive the payment, a parent or legal guardian of a student must on the first days of Terms 1 or 2 be an 

eligible beneficiary of the above stated support payments. If you are eligible, please collect an application form 

from the school office, complete and return as soon as possible. Payments will be made directly to schools from 

March 2019. Once received, these payments will be credited to school fees. 

Any parent who applied for and received the CSEF last year IS NOT REQUIRED to submit a new form for 

this year. 

 

 

Toilets 
There are many times that parents or grandparents may require to use the toilet while visiting our school. To 

ensure the safety of all of our community, we ask that visiting adults refrain from using the children’s toilets 

and please use the disabled toilet in the office area. This can then ensure the safety of everyone. 

 

 

Parking on School Grounds 
Thank you to all our parents and grandparents who use the provided street parking when dropping off and 

collecting their children before and after school. This practise definitely helps with ensuring the safety of our 

school community. The only cars entering the school grounds should be of staff and delivery people. All other 

cars are required to find parking outside the school grounds. 

 

 

School Gates 

We are currently in the process of organising automated gates that lock and unlock at certain times of the day. 

Currently we have gate monitors who lock the two side gates at 9.30am and unlock them at 3.15pm (3.00pm on 

Mondays). Our designated children are doing a great job with this role, but if they forget to unlock them of an 

afternoon, please let the office know so we can unlock them as soon as possible. We appreciate your support 

and understanding with this.  

 

 

St Justin’s Vision Statement ~ a reflection from the Parish Education Board (P.E.B.) 
At our first meeting for the year our Parish Education Board spent some time in reflection about our St Justin's 

vision statement as we commence our work in leadership. First and foremost we noted our Catholicity and that 

our faith stands at the centre of all we do.  As a team we reflected that our Vision Statement was not something 

that many of us had noticed or acknowledged. When the PEB was given the time and opportunity to reflect on 

the values it set out, many of the sentiments resonated with the members of the board. Despite the fact that the 

passage wasn't familiar to everyone, it was comforting to realise that our school community seemed guided by 

the principles set out in our Vision Statement even if it was subconsciously. 

 

One of the strong themes that emerged was that of “partnership” and the importance of us travelling this 

journey together for the optimum benefit for our children. We are role models for our children, whether they 

are our own or those within the community we serve and it is vital for us to remain aware of this. We reflected 

also on “success for all” and how this looks different for everyone but that we can achieve it together, 

contributing to our own as well as others’ success.  

 

The St Justin’s Vision statement generated some wonderful discussion for the PEB and helped us to focus on 

our reason for being here and for what we want to achieve together. The school staff will spend time in reflection 

in the same way as they move into the fourth year of the Review Cycle and will undergo this process in great 

detail in October this year. 
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News from the Sustainability Team 

 

 
A huge thank you to the following families for giving up their time to take 
such good care of the chickens over the school holidays.  
 

 

Mirando, Rico, Coppolino, Taylor, Di Iorio, Nathan, Espiritu, Dresser,  
Fernandes, Hele and staff members 

 

 

Many of you were up at school on several occasions - we really appreciate this generosity. I was 
happy to report to the outgoing Sustainability Leader Mrs Butler that the chickens were well looked 
after and although they are missing her, they are thriving and adjusting to the changes. 
 

 

 

Sustainability Leaders 

I met with the 2019 Sustainability Leaders 
who are obviously very passionate in their 
new roles. They are looking forward to getting 
their hands dirty and spreading the message 
about how we can all contribute to a better 
world for all, starting with our school.  
St Justin’s Sustainability Leaders for 2019 
are: 

 Sienna Barca 
 Leah Hanko-Richards 
 Jonathon Loupatatzis 
 Ashleigh Camilleri 
 Angelo Colalillo 
 Mia Kapsaridis 

 

 

 

Marine Ambassadors 

The 2019 I Sea I Care Marine Ambassadors were 
elected last year and next month will be attending 
a very exciting venture to swim with dolphins and 
learn more about how to care for our marine life. 
The aim of the program is for these four students 
to share their experiences and newfound 
knowledge with all of the students in our school in 
the hope that we can all learn the messages 
about caring for our marine environment. 
Congratulations to the following: 

 Paige Liston 
 Emelia Prodan 
 Anthony Biondo 
 Zara Nigro 

 

Kitchen Garden Program 

This term the year 3s will participate in the Kitchen Garden program. Tuesdays are for 3SS and 
Thursdays for 3W. They will be hands on in growing plants that will be used in our cooking 
sessions. They will learn how to care for the garden and the chickens to deepen their understanding 
of, and respect for, sustainable living practices.  
 

 

Children are encouraged to bring a tea towel and apron and learn how to care for these items and 
have them ready for each session. Reusing an apron and tea towel from home is preferred over 
buying new ones. The aprons will only be used for the cooking sessions.  
 

 

Here are some smiling faces from this week’s sessions with Year 3SS. 
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Recycling Ideas for home: 
This week’s ideas for creative and recycled art and craft challenges to do at home are: 

Pencil organiser  
Reuse cardboard cylinders from cling 
wrap or paper towel to make a pencil 
organiser? 

Plastic Bottle Hanging Planters

 
Reuse old water bottles to create 
plant pots to hang around your 
garden. 

Foosball  
Reuse a shoe box or similar 
and make your own foosball 
game 

 

**If you make one of these please email me a photo with you and your creation to:

 
adeegan@sjwheelershill.catholic.edu.au 
 

From Mrs Deegan 

Sustainability Leader 
 

Icy Pole Fridays commencing this Friday in the Undercover Area. 

 

A variety of flavours will be for sale for $1 after school. 

 

I’d love to get some more helpers on board. It takes about 30 min to set up, sell and pack up. Please feel free 

to contact me for any Friday this term. 

 

Carole Bouwmeester 0407 228 661 

 

School Fees 

School Fee invoices/statements have been sent home today with all students except eldest in Years 5 and 6 who 

will receive their statement on Monday due to camp.  These statements include the fees for the 2019 year and 

will be re-issued again in Terms 2 and 3.  The expectation is that at least one payment is made each term during 

the first three terms of the year with the full amount being paid by the end of Term 3.  We are happy to accept 

payment by cash, cheque, credit card (we do not accept American Express) EFT to bank account (please ensure 

that your name is with the payment) and payment can also be made in full with one payment.  We can also offer 

a payment plan arranged over 10 months, please contact the office for this option.  If you would like to discuss 

any of these options or would like to propose an option that suits, please contact the office. 
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Volunteering at St Justin’s 
St Justin’s Primary School seeks to provide a safe, open and nurturing learning environment for all students. 

The school acknowledges the value that volunteers play in a variety of learning, school based and community 

activities and actively encourages their participation. 
 

To ensure the safety and wellbeing and protection of all students, St Justin’s Parish Primary School, ensures 

that all of our policies and practices embed a child-safe culture that has zero tolerance for child abuse. Our 

recruitment, screening, induction, ongoing monitoring and assessment for volunteers align with our Child 

Safety Policy and our Child Safety Code of Conduct and adhere to the requirements of Clause 10 of Ministerial 

Order No. 870 (Volunteers).  
 

St Justin’s Primary School takes its commitment to maintaining a ‘child safe’ environment for all students and 

young people seriously and implores that all members of the school community, including volunteers, work with 

us to achieve this. 
 

A volunteer is defined as any unpaid individual who provides support in educational, sporting, extra curricula 

or school community activities to the school. Their assistance is provided under the direction and supervision 

of identified school representatives. 
 

Any parent who wishes to volunteer their services to the school must ensure they participate in the school’s 

volunteer screening and induction procedures. 
 

All volunteers must: 

 Provide evidence (driver’s license/Medicare card/passport) of personal identity 

 Provide a valid Working with Children Check (WWCC) 

 Respond to Volunteer Application questions 

 Complete two Referee Reports for Volunteers that affirm that volunteer’s suitability for working with 

children 

 Meet with the Principal and/or Deputy Principal as part of our regular interview process. A Record of 

Interview will be completed at this time. 
 

More information will be available in the coming weeks. 
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Reporting your Child’s Absence from School & Unexplained Absence 
Parents are legally responsible for the regular attendance of their child/ren and we require your full support to 

ensure we meet the required guidelines to ensure the safe arrival and attendance of all students enrolled in our 

school. 

 

It is a legal requirement for the school to contact parents when a child is absent and we have had no notification 

from you of their absence (unexplained absence).  

 

The following steps need to be followed if your child is absent from school: 

 Advise the school of your child’s absence prior to the beginning of the school day – 

the preferred method is via the Skoolbag App – please ensure you select eForm; or 

phone call to the school – messages can be left on the answering machine which will be cleared before 

school commences. 

 

If no notification is received from you, the school is legally required to make contact with you regarding your 

child’s non attendance and the following will occur, as close as possible to the times listed below: 

 An SMS notification will be sent to you by 9.45am on the day of the absence;  

 You are required to respond to a notification sent to you by 10.15am; 

 Parents who do not respond to the SMS notification will be contacted by phone by 10.30am to verify the 

absence so that the school can update the attendance register for compliance; 

 If you are not able to be contacted, your child’s emergency contact/s will be used. 

 

It is the legal responsibility of parents to advise ALL absences in a timely manner – sickness, holiday, 

appointment, etc., and it is our legal requirement to make every reasonable effort to contact a parent 

regarding an unexplained absence. 

 

If your child is going to be absent from school for an extended period of time due to holiday or illness, please 

put this in writing to the Principal. 

 

Students who are late to school (after 8.55am) must be signed in through the iPad at the school office by an 

adult. 

 

Smart Phone App 
Members of our school community are invited to download our Smart Phone App. The 

App contains many handy features and is being used as another form of 

communication between school and home – it is a portal for notifying absences, 

newsletters, notices and messages relevant to members of our school community. 
 

To download the app simply search for St Justin’s Catholic School, Wheelers Hills in 

the App store on your iPhone, Smartphone or iPad. 
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Dates Ahead 
Friday 15th February  Year 5/6 School Campers return 

Thursday 19th February P & F Meeting 7.30pm 

Wednesday 20th February No Preps at school  

Tuesday 26th February St Justin’s Fair on the Hill Meeting 7.30pm 

Wednesday 27th February No Preps at school 

    Year 3-5 Cyber Safety Information Night  

Thursday 28th February Hot Dog Lunches 

Tuesday 5th March  Shrove Tuesday 

Wednesday 6th March  No Preps at school 

    Ash Wednesday 

Thursday 7th March  St Justin’s Big Screen Movie Night 

Monday 11th March  Labour Day Holiday 

Tuesday 12th March  Staff Professional Learning Day/Student Free 

Wednesday 13th March Cross Country Years 3-5 

Friday 15th March  St Patrick’s Day Mass/School Leaders 

Saturday 16th March  First Eucharist Year 4 Commitment Mass 6pm 

    Working Bee 1.30-4.30pm 

Sunday  17th March  First Eucharist Year 4 Commitment Mass 10.30am 

    St Patrick’s Day 

Monday 18th March  St Justin’s School Photos 

Tuesday 19th March  Year 3 Reconciliation Family Workshop 7pm 

Wednesday 20th March St Justin’s School Open Day 

Thursday 21st March  Pizza Lunches 

Tuesday 26th March  Year 3 Reconciliation 7pm 

Wednesday 27th March Year 3 Reconciliation 7pm 

Tuesday 2nd April  St Justin’s Fair on the Hill Meeting 7pm 

Thursday 4th April  PPT Meeting 

Friday 5th April   End of Term 1 finish 1pm   

 

Book Club News 
Issue 1 of Scholastic Book Club has now been sent home.  All purchases earn 20% 

back in Scholastic rewards for our school.  Orders must be in by today, Friday 

15th February.  The preferred payment method is via LOOP (Linked Online Ordering 

& Payment System) which means there is no need to return anything back to the 

school.  If you are paying by cheque, please make sure your child’s name and class 

are clearly marked on the order form and return to the office via your child’s class 

bucket.  CASH PAYMENTS WILL NOT BE ACCEPTED.   

 

 

Thursday 7th March –  

more details to follow 
 

 

  



St Justin’s Parish School, Wheelers Hill 
 

All Children Can Achieve Success 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

UNIFORM SHOP – IMPORTANT 

WINTER SCHOOL JUMPER 
The school jumper is an optional item.  If you would like a wool jumper in time for this 

winter you will need to submit an order with payment online at 

https://sjwheelershill.cdfpay.org.au by Wednesday February 20.  This will be the ONLY 

order placed for 2019.  Stock is anticipated to be available towards the end of April in 

time for the changeover to winter uniform. 

 

If you need help with your sizing, please come and see us in the shop this coming 

Thursday morning between 8.45-9.15am. 

Order your uniform items: 
ONLINE 

https://sjwheelershill.cdfpay.org.au  
Register – it’s easy and it’s the best way to purchase uniform items. 

Your orders will be sent home through the classroom bucket system on the following 
Thursday 

OR 
Purchase directly from the Uniform Shop 

OPEN EACH THURSDAY 
8.45am to 9.15am 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

https://sjwheelershill.cdfpay.org.au/
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Google working as a team 
Grade 4 students assisted the Grade 2 students to login to Google for the first time, using an individual 

username and password. Together they created a Google Doc that stated things about the self. 
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Dear Parents and Friends of St. Justin’s,  
 

Welcome back to the 2019 school year. A special warm welcome to our new Prep families. 
 

The P&F plays an integral link in building a strong sense of school community spirit, it’s not too late to get 

involved, plus our children love to see parents getting involved! We support St. Justin’s vision “..to create a 

place of openness, respect and action; striving for individual potential. We believe in success for all, through 

faith, learning and partnership…” 
 

Assistant Treasurer Role - Vacant 

At our Annual General Meeting last year we had a great turn out and as a result of the support and 

commitment by many, we were able to fill our Executive Committee positions. We do have one position open - 

the role of Assistant Treasurer. If you are interested in this role email the P&F at pnfstjustins@gmail.com 

with your name, contact email and mobile phone details, and child/children’s class and a member of the team 

will be in contact. 
 

Our First Meeting – Everyone is Welcome 

Our first meeting will be held on Tuesday 19th February at 7.30pm in the Staffroom and will run for 

approximately one hour. Our vision is to have many people do a few things, rather than a few people do many 

things. We’d love to see you there. 
 

Class Representatives 

We are looking for volunteers to act as Class Representatives (preferable 2 from each class). The Class 

Representatives will liaise with the class teachers and help communicate information to the class parents. If 

you are interested in this role please email the P&F at pnfstjustins@gmail.com with your name, contact email 

and mobile phone details, and child/children’s class and a member of the team will be in contact. 
 

Icy Pole Fridays are back! 

Commencing this Friday 8th February in the undercover area. A variety of flavours will be for sale $1 after 

school. We’d love to get some more helpers on board to help with set up, selling and pack up. If you are 

interested in helping out contact Carole Bouwmeester 0407 228 661. 
 

St Justin’s Big Screen Movie Night Thursday 7th March 

Up and coming event will include a “Big Screen” movie night - more details will be released about this 

soon!! 
 

Have you got an idea or a suggestion to run an event? Or would you like to be involved in one of our many 

events but are unsure of what’s involved? An open invitation stands for all parents and friends of St Justin’s 

to come along to one of our monthly meetings to learn more, or feel free to provide your feedback, comments 

and suggestions at pnfstjustins@gmail.com 

 

2019 promises to bring about more positive change for the P&F, which will be an exciting time and 

opportunity for St Justin’s. We encourage you all to be involved and participate in your own capacity 

throughout the year. It’s never too late to get involved! 

mailto:pnfstjustins@gmail.com
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