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Dear Families and Friends, 
 

Third Sunday of Advent 

The rose candle will be lit this Sunday, (Gaudete Sunday,) when Father Andrew will also wear rose 

vestments at Mass. It symbolises a day of rejoicing because the faithful have arrived at the midpoint of 

Advent and anticipate Christmas. 
 

This Sunday’s Scripture reminds us that God has not held back one thing in His love for us. By becoming 

one with us in our flesh, God has done everything He can to assure us of His saving love. He has shown 

us how to live lives of sacrifice, justice and love to transform our world. 
 

In the Gospel, the disciples want to know what they can do to earn God's love. Through 

prayer, we know we can communicate our needs, confident that God has heard our 

words and so sent love itself in Jesus Christ. 

 

Thank you 
It’s hard to believe that another year is almost over and it certainly feels great to be part of St Justin’s 

community, made easier by a number of people. A huge thank you to Fr Andrew and all the staff at St 

Justin’s – they are committed professionals who aim to provide the very best in education. It is them who 

help our students grow, leading by example, pushing with encouragement or walking beside with support. 

I thank them for the care, guidance and support that they give to each and every student. I also thank the 

Fair on the Hill Committee, Parish Education Board, the Parents and Friends Committee, the Maintenance 

and Development Committee and the various sub committees for the amazing work they do in helping to 

support such a wonderful community. Your dedication, encouragement and hard work is appreciated by 

all. 

 

Thank you also to the families leaving our school, some after a very long and happy association with St 

Justin’s Primary School. We wish them well and thank them for their contributions. Remember, you are 

still a valued member of the St Justin’s Parish and the door is always open. 

 

Thanks everyone for your prayers and encouragement throughout the year. St Justin’s is certainly more 

than buildings, curriculum, meetings, fundraising and working bees. It is a community rich in 

love, support and a genuine concern for others.  

 

We wish you all a happy and holy Christmas and a safe summer holiday. 

 

End of Year break up 
School will conclude for 2019 on Tuesday December 17th at 1.00pm.  Please join us to 

celebrate another great year at our End of Year Mass at 9.15am. We wish you and your 

families a happy and safe Christmas and New Year.    

mailto:principal@sjwheelershill.catholic.edu.au
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Christmas Concert 
A huge thank you to Mrs Christy Ridderford our Performing Arts Teacher, Michael Palamara, Albert 

Axiaq, our school choir and all our students on a wonderful evening Wednesday night. We were blessed 

with good weather and it was a memorable evening for us all. 

 

Thanks also to our Arts Leaders who so confidently hosted our wonderful event, and to Tony D for the 

beautiful Christmas props – much appreciated. 
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Christmas Cheer 
Christmas has always been a time of sharing and our children certainly enter into the spirit. 

It’s not unusual for students at St Justin’s to hand out Christmas cards, not just to their 

friends, but to all class members. Often attached to the envelopes and/or cards, are 

candy canes, a simple but effective way of wishing friends a “Merry Christmas”. 

Unfortunately, many candy canes contain traces of food colouring and/or nuts that many 

of our children are highly allergic too. Whilst we don’t want to be considered the 

“Christmas Grouch”, in the safety of all students at our school, we ask you to consider 

an alternative “gift”. We will ask that Christmas canes be eaten at home. 

 

  



St Justin’s Parish School, Wheelers Hill 
 

All Children Can Achieve Success 
 

Early 2020 Dates 
Tuesday 28th January Staff commence school 

Wednesday 29th January St Justin’s Student Assessment Day 

Thursday 30th January St Justin’s Student Assessment Day 

Friday 31st January Students Return Prep-Year 6 

Saturday 1st February Bunnings BBQ 

Tuesday 4th February Prep Family BBQ 5.30-7.30pm 

Wednesday 5th February No Preps at school 

Friday 7th February  Beginning of the School Year Mass 9.15am 

Tuesday 11th February P & F Meeting 

Wednesday 12th February No Preps at school 

  Year 5/6 School Camp  

Thursday 13th February Year 5/6 School Camp 

Friday 14th February Year 5/6 School Camp 

Tuesday 18th February Cyber Safety Information Sessions - 2pm and 7pm 

Wednesday 19th February No Preps at school 

Wednesday 26th February Ash Wednesday 

 No Preps at school 

 

 

Start of the 2020 School Year                                                                                           

Next year, after consultation with the Parish Edcuation Board and staff, we will trial a modified start to 

the school year. Teachers will officially commence on the same day - Tuesday 28th January, which will be 

followed by two Assessment Days. On these days, students will be required to “book in” for a half hour 

one-on-one assessment session with their teacher. The focus for this assessment session will be on 

Numeracy, especially Place Value. The data obtained from the assessment sessions will be extremely 

valuable in identifying where each student is at so that programs can be modified to meet each student’s 

needs. Make your booking at www.schoolinterviews.com.au, enter code g72vb.  Bookings open Monday 

December 16 at 3.30pm.  School will commence for all students on Friday 31st January. 

Term 4 Dates 
Monday December 16th  Year 6 Graduation Mass 6pm 

Tuesday December 17th  End of Year Mass 9.15am  

End of Term 1pm finish 

       

Altar Servers 
Saturday 14th  December - 6pm Alexandra G, Isaac B 

Sunday 15th  December - 8.30am Ryker H, Chloe D 

Sunday 15th  December - 10.30am  Lauren, Aydan E 

 
 

Christmas Social Justice Initiative  

Thank you St Justin's community for generously donating many gifts which have given lots of children joy 

this Christmas.  

 
 

http://www.schoolinterviews.com.au/
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Running Club 
Last Wednesday our Running Club finished the year off with a game of Bubble Soccer – a great morning was had 

by all.Thanks Mr Johnson and support staff for their dedication and commitment throughout the year. 
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Minor Works 

Over the holidays, we hope to complete some minor works around the school. Apart from a thorough 

clean from top to bottom,  we anticipate some works being done on the retaining walls on the front 

playground – at least we hope to get started.  

 

After School Activities 

Next year we have been approached by outside agencies to run two afterschool activities – Kelly Sports 

and Digimaker. Kelly Sports provides an opportunity for students to expolore a range of sports, including 

football (AFL), cricket, basketball, soccer, netball, hockey, t-ball and many more. Digimaker focusses on 

Computer Programming. Both activities would be held after school (probably on a Monday) and would 

require enrolled students to meet the coordinators in a designated area within the school grounds. More 

information to follow early next year. 
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 Change to Daily Routine 

Next year, after consultation with the Parish Edcuation Board and Staff, we have made a slight change to 

our Daily Routine at St Justin’s. 

Current Daily Routine 

8:55 pm Bell Gather in the Undercover Area 

8:57pm Bell Brief Assembly, make our way into class 

9:00 pm  Classes commence 

10:55pm Bell Eating Time 

11:05am Bell First Break 

11:43am Bell Assemble in the Undercover Area 

11:45am Bell Classes commence 

1:10pm Bell Eating Time 

1:20pm Bell Second Break 

1:57pm Bell Assemble in the Undercover Area 

2:00pm Bell Classes commence  

3:30pm` Bell  Dismissal  

3:15pm  Bell (Monday) 

 

2020 Daily Routine 

8:55 pm Bell Gather in the Undercover Area 

8:57pm Bell Brief Assembly, make our way into class 

9:00 pm  Classes commence 

10:55pm Bell Eating Time 

11:05am Bell First Break 

11:43am Bell Assemble in the Undercover Area 

11:45am Bell Classes commence 

1:40pm Bell Eating Time 

1:50pm Bell Second Break 

2:27pm Bell Assemble in the Undercover Area 

2:30pm Bell Classes commence 

3:25pm Bell Pack up 

3:30pm` Bell  Dismissal 

3:15pm  Bell (Monday) 

 

Currently we have 1 x 2hr session and 2 x 1½hr sessions. Our new daily routine, which many schools 

have already adopted, allows for 2 x 2 hour blocks per day and 1 x 1hr session (45 min on Monday). 

Having the 2 x 2hr sessions per day will allow greater flexibility as to when subjects can be held, 

especially Literacy, Numeracy and Specialist classes. At the moment, we only have one 2 hour block per 

day, meaning that often senior students are required to have their specialist classes first thing in the 

morning, so that the junior classes can participate in their two hour literacy block. Our new daily routine 

will give greater flexibility to all classes throughout the school, therefore allowing more students to 

access the optimal learning times of the day. 

 

As the two 2 hour blocks delays the eating times, students may require a “ healthy snack” break between 

their main breaks. It may also be necessary to have two medium sized “meals” per day, rather than a 

“snack” during the first eating break and something more substantial during the second eating time.  
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CALL FOR BOOKS 
Donate your pre-loved books 

 

Preparations are underway for 2020 St Justin’s Fair on the Hill.  

 

We are planning to hold a Book Stall and kindly 

ask that you support our school by donating your 

pre-loved books, magazines, CD’s and DVD’s.  

 

Donations can be placed in the designated bins 

which are located at the front office and the 

church foyer.  Donations for all ages are 

welcome, even for adults!  

 

Thanking you in advance for your support. 

 

 
 Tub Scrub 
Today, classroom teachers have sent home student tubs from their desks with their work books and class 

items. We ask that each child spend a few minutes over the weekend thoroughly cleaning the tub in 

preparation for next year’s classes. This is one great opportunity to help teach our children responsibility 

and respect for others as we share the same equipment. We thank all parents for your support and 

participation in advance. 
Please return tubs to the class no later than MONDAY 16TH DECEMBER 
 

   
 

 

Beast Bands                                                                                                                       
After Fair on the Hill, I decided that I wanted to keep selling my "Beast Bands". So after a couple of 

weeks planning, I have successfully set up my business on Etsy. I have also decided that I would like to 

donate $1 for every band that I sell, to a charity, for the next 12 months. I have had a lot of my friends at 

school still asking me if they could buy one, which they can now do through my Etsy shop so that I am not 

collecting money at school. I will offer kids at school free delivery, by delivering them using the class 

buckets,  
 

You can check out my shop here  

- https://www.etsy.com/au/shop/BeastBandsAU/ and my facebook page 

- www.facebook.com/beastbands.au "Beast Bands"- Bryton M 
 

   
 

  
  

https://www.etsy.com/au/shop/BeastBandsAU?ref=ss_profile
http://www.facebook.com/beastbands.au
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SCHOOL FEES 2020 
St Justin’s Primary School, as a Catholic school, receives funding from both the Commonwealth and State 

Governments.  However this funding does not cover the total expenses of the school.  Catholic schools are 

required to cover the shortfall between total expenses and income received through various fees and 

charges. 
 

School and capital fees together with Commonwealth and State Government grants pay the operational 

costs of the school.  These include such things as salaries, building, ground and equipment maintenance, 

insurances, capital expenditure, computer equipment, power and water rates, heating/cooling, phone and 

administration costs, loans etc. 
 

Levies pay for student educational costs such as stationery needs, curriculum/resource materials, 

photocopying, library books, excursions and incursions, sacramental programs etc. 
 

The School fees are reviewed annually and after careful consideration and consultation with the School 

Accountant, the Parish Edcuation Board has set the fees for St Justin’s as listed below. A statement will be 

issued at the commencement of next year. Families have a variety of options in how they can pay their fews.  
 

Should you have any concerns regarding your fees, please don’t hesitate to speak to the Principal. Those 

with a Health Care Card should also speak to the Principal as discounts may apply. 
 

FAMILY FEE – per family 

 Tuition Fee – family with one child      $1824 

 Tuition Fee – family with two or more children    $2418 

 Building Fee         $225 

 Maintenance Fee (refundable by attending 2 working bees during year) $100 
 

STUDENT LEVY – per student 

 Curriculum Levy (includes stationery)     $275 
 

 Excursion Levy – Prep to Year 5      $70 

 Excursion Levy – Year 6       $100 
 

 Technology eLearning Levy – Prep to Year 2    $54 

 Technology eLearning Levy - Year 3      $78 

 Technology eLearning Levy (incl. Chromebook) – Years 4, 5 & 6  $234  
 

 Sport Levy – Year 5        $50 

 Sport Levy – Year 6        $50 
 

 Swimming Levy – Prep to Year 4      $127 
 

 Year 6 Camp         $300 

 Year 5 Camp         $280 

 Years 3 & 4 Camp        $155 
 

Fee Statements will be sent out to each family in February 2020 

 

Outstanding School Fees 
As the school’s financial year draws to a close, all fees owing need to be paid by Monday  December 

16th.  If you are having difficulties in paying any outstanding fees, please speak with either myself or 

Fr Andrew next week regarding alternative arrangements. 
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Plastic Bottle Lid Art  
Well done to the Year 3 and 4 students who collected plastic lids 

to make our new Religious artwork.  It is just one small way that 

we can reduce landfill and help the environment.  The piece 

looks beautiful and will be displayed outside in the school 

grounds.  Thank you to Tony Di Iorio for your assistance. 

 

 

 

 
Market Day 
Last Friday our Senior level students conducted a market which focused on eco-friendly products. This 

was the culmination of their Inquiry Learning for this term which focussed on Business Development and 

Fair Trade. Students had to devise a Business Plan and used Critical and Creative Thinking to gather 

data from younger students about the types of products they would be interested in which provided 

evidence for their product choice. They also focussed on using ethical materials to create their products, 

giving consideration to the impact on others and the environment, responding to the call as Catholics that 

we have to take care of our home and support the common good. 
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 News from the Sustainability Team 

Kitchen/Garden Program 

Our final week in the kitchen garden for the Preps. Christmas is still our theme and this week we made 

some healthy pretzel reindeer along with a sweet santa sleigh. The reindeer were made with a rice cake 

face, pretzel antlers, carrot and raspberry noses and sultana eyes all put together with cream cheese.  

 

 

 
The santa sleighs were assembled with candy canes, tim tams, chocolate Santas, starburst lollies 
and licorice squares. The ‘glue’ for these was melted chocolate. 
Needless to say the students enjoyed both making and eating their creations. 
In the garden we took advantage of a milder climate by digging the compost into the soil in 
preparation for planting. We sowed some radish and rocket seeds into little pots and when they 
start to bud we will plant them in the garden. The Preps proved to be great diggers enjoying 
getting their hands right in the garden and doing the hard and dirty work.  
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Marine Ambassadors 

Today the Marine Ambassadors - Paige, Anthony, Zara, Emilia and Alex presented their learnings from 
their excursions to their year 5 peers. They reported on the following activities that they participated in  this 
year: 

 Swimming with seals and dolphins in Sorrento 
 Visiting Ricketts Point investigating the rockpools, and identifying dolphin fins 
 Kananook Creek Reserve in Frankston observing the water catchment areas 
 Jack’s Beach in Crib Point learning about our coastal environment 

 

Each activity was very hands-on and had a similar message about pollution and the effect rubbish has on 
all of the water environments. Please remember these holidays if you are by the water, to pick up any 
rubbish you see and leave an area tidy and clean. Our marine animals depend on us to protect their 
environment for future use. 
 

The 2020 Marine Ambassadors will be announced 
shortly. Being a Marine Ambassador is a sought after 
role at St Justin’s. It is a role with great responsibility 
to spread the message about caring for our marine 
environment. In fact, we all have a responsibility to be 
ambassadors for our environment and do all we can 
to keep our waterways clean and rubbish free. We 
can all make a difference.  

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

Wrapper Free Lunch 
The year 6 Sustainability Leaders drew 

the final raffle for wrapper free lunches 

where one student from each class 

received a new lunchbox. We are very 

grateful to the family of Elouise 

Woltanski in year 5 for generously 

donating the lunchboxes each year. 

Thank you to each student who continues 

to show concern for our environment by 

reducing waste in the form of lunch 

wrap. It really helps if each person does 

their part where they can. Remember to 

turn off any electrical appliances when 

not in use, pick up your rubbish, and 

consider alternatives to food wrap.  
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The P&F and its many sub-committees have maintained a steady constant stream of fundraising and community 
building events. More importantly the P&F has played an integral link in the life of St Justin’s, building a strong sense of 
school and community spirit, something that we should all be proud of. 
In 2019 we were fortunate to have 165 generous, active and hardworking parents and friends at St Justin’s who 
donated time, money and energy towards our school and parish community. The P&F was filled with extremely active, 
enthusiastic members who worked tirelessly throughout the year to put on quality events and fundraisers. We truly 
thank each and every one of you for your enthusiasm, patience, support and dedication to the school, parish and the 
P&F. 
 

Did you know that during 2019…. 

 The Woolworths Earn & Learn program, the St Justin’s community collected a whopping 40,080 stickers 

 Over 100 people attended the inaugural St Justin’s BIG Screen Family Movie Night 

 The uniform shop stocked our complete range of uniform requirements, modernised its operations with the 
introduction of CDFPay, an online shopping experience and transitioned to Academy Uniforms 

 The P&F hosted our St Justin’s Open Day and 2020 Welcome to Prep Parents events 

 91 parents and 30 children attended a working bee 

 The Easter Egg Raffle and Wrapping Day was held to create hampers 

 400 hot cross buns were eaten on our mini hot cross buns day 

 105 6 pack Hot Cross Buns were ordered as part of our Bakers Delight fundraiser 

 Mother’s and Father’s Day stalls, inaugural Mother’s Day Ladies Night Out and Dad’s Night Out were held 

 Musical Trivia Night 178 people attended, 4 tables were from grade 5 and 4 tables were from grade 6 

 Kiosk Fridays term 1, sold 1204 Zooper Doopers, terms 1 – 4 sold 1400 packets of chips, terms 2 and 3 sold 
1000 Chupa Chups 

 Pizza days 1600 slices of Margherita and Hawaiian pizza were ordered 

 Hot Dog Days 1040 hot dogs and hot dog buns were eaten 

 Sausage Sizzle Days (March, June, September), Federal Election (May), Bunnings BBQ (June) and Twilight 
Sports Carnival (November) = 3500 sausages where turned, equivalent to 250kg 

 St Justin’s P&F Class Reps informed parents of upcoming events, organised parent evenings out, organised 
birthday gifts, baby gifts, wedding gifts and Christmas gifts for teachers, coordinated stall volunteers for the 
Fair on the Hill 

 Congratulations to all 21 participants who completed the Level 2 First Aid course at St. Justin’s 

 Entertainment Book 2019 – 2020 offering hundreds of “up to 50% off and 2-for-1 offers” from the finest 
restaurants, cafes, attractions, activities, retailers and hotel accommodation 

 St Justin’s Community Colour Fun Run 

 Visual Art Show where the P&F assisted with serving and greeting visitors at our outdoor kitchen, over +100 
visitors attended the Sunday Art Gallery opening 

 Bakers delight  fruit mince and lemon Christmas tarts and Christmas Cake 

 Inaugural Subway lunch, was an opportunity to develop a new working relationship with our local community 
Subway Brandon Park  
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On behalf of the P&F, students and staff I would like to thank our families that are leaving us this year who have 
volunteered so generously during your time with us. I know your time is precious and valuable, and your willingness to 
contribute some of that time to our school and parish community shows your commitment and dedication to your child 
and all the students at our school. The contributions you have made over the years have really made a difference in 
our students’ experiences here at St Justin’s. I wish you and your family all the very best as your child continues with 
their educational journey. 

2020 promises to bring about more positive change for the P&F, which will be an exciting time and opportunity for St 
Justin’s. We encourage you all to be involved and participate in your own capacity throughout the year. It’s never too 
late to get involved! 

On behalf of the P&F Committee we wish all our families at St Justin’s the very warmest of wishes for Christmas and 
the New Year. 

Yours sincerely, 

 

Robert Sklepic 

P&F Committee Chair 
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