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Dear Families and Friends, 
 

As we come to the end of an eventful term we take this opportunity to be grateful for everything we have 

learnt and achieved during this difficult time. Let us hope that we return to school at the commencement  

of term 4. We wish all our families a safe, restful and blessed holiday. 

 

Prayer For Hope: 

Heavenly father,  

I am your humble servant, 

I come before you today in need of hope. 

There are times when I feel helpless, 

There are times when I feel weak. 

I pray for hope. 

I need hope for a better future. 

I need hope for a better life. 

I need hope for love and kindness. 

Some say that the sky is at it's darkest just before the 

light. 

I pray that this is true, for all seems dark. 

I need your light, Lord, in every way. 

I pray to be filled with your light from head to toe.  

To bask in your glory. 

To know that all is right in the world, as you have planned, and as you want it to be. 

Help me to walk in your light, and live my life in faith and glory. 

In your name I pray,  

Amen. 

 

Thank you! 
I wish to extend a thank you to all members of our community for your perseverance and resilience 

throughout this challenging term.  

 

Thank you to our children, who, despite everything, have continued to push through, even on the hard days, 

and do what they could in the circumstances. One day you will realise what has happened here in these past 

few years and recall the tribulations and hopefully also the triumphs. Well done to you all! 

 

Thank you to our families for staying the course, trusting us that we could continue to provide a well-

rounded deep curriculum in spite of our locations. 
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Thank you to our staff, for your unwavering dedication to producing excellence in programming an 

engaging, broad curriculum which has attempted to meet the variety of various children’s needs, and for 

always keeping their wellbeing at the centre of all we do. 

 

Thank you and Farewell Sarah Crough 
This week we said thank you and best wishes to one of our Prep teachers, Mrs Sarah 

Crough. Sarah has taught in Prep LC this year and leaves us to have her third child. Sarah 

is always such a bright and happy person to have here at St Justin’s and I know she will be 

greatly missed by her students and parents, but we wish her every happiness as she takes 

this next step in her family journey.  

 

Next term we welcome Mrs Lisa Braybrook to Prep LC on Thursdays. Lisa returns to us from maternity 

leave to pick up this position. We are delighted to see her return to St Justin’s and wish her well as she 

settles back into teaching.  

 

Moving into Term 4 
Just a reminder to all families to please continue to monitor your email and the Skoolbag App over the 

holidays for updates about Term 4 and the news about the return to onsite learning. 
 

School devices over the holidays 
We are asking for your assistance in regards to the St. Justin's school devices over the 

holidays. As per the user agreement, we remind you all that devices are for school 

learning purposes only and are not for gaming over the holidays. They should be stored 

appropriately in a safe place, away from food & drinks. Unfortunately any damages to 

the device and/or accessories on the school holidays will need to be paid for by the 

family. We thank you for your support in keeping our devices ready for learning. 

 

Student work books and any completed worksheets will also need to be returned when onsite learning 

commences. Classroom teachers will use the work students have done in their books as part of their 

assessment so please also keep these in a safe place over the holiday period. 

 

School Fees 
School fees were due to be finalised at the end of Term 3, however we have now extended the payment date 

to finalise all 2021 school fees to Friday October 15 unless you have pre-arranged payment plans. 

Families who have a child in Years 3 or 4 have received a credit of $156.00 which was the Camp Fee 

charged for this year’s Year 3/4 Camp cancelled earlier this month due to the restrictions. 

As is our ongoing practice, should any family’s financial situation have changed, please contact Patrick 

Torpey or office staff on 9561 7644 or email principal@sjwheelershill.catholic.edu.au. 

 

Keeping Children 

Learning Over the 

Holidays 
As we will be 

continuing in some 

form of lockdown over 

the holidays, it might be good to keep your child’s mind active and continue to grow in their learning 

through keeping up their reading as much as you can. It really doesn’t matter what they read during 
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holidays, but keeping them in the habit of reading just a little bit each day can avoid the “holiday slump” 

which some children can experience after a break. It would be a really good opportunity to give our children 

a break from the screen over these next two weeks, so any books, magazines, newspapers, fliers you can 

access for reading would be fabulous. Re-reading books that children love is also a great way for children to 

develop a passion for reading. As we know, the second and third time we read a book, we have a much 

deeper understanding of what happened and the characters. Some simple tips for parents are below: 

 

Read with your child every day 

Regular reading routines are essential to developing effective reading habits. 

Set aside a time every day when you and your child can read together, and another time when you can 

discuss your favourite parts of the book. 

If you are reading with your child and they come to a word that they don’t know or aren’t sure of, remember 

the following simple rules: 

Wait: Give your child a chance to figure out the word on their own. Don’t be the instant word factory and 

supply the word – help your child to be a resourceful reader by allowing them time to gather more 

information and clues. 

Ask: Does that make sense? Does the picture give you a clue? Could you read on for more information? 

Asking these questions reminds your child of the different strategies they can use to figure out what the text 

is saying. 

Then: If the child is still stuck on that word, ask them to skip it and read on. You can always drop that word 

into the conversation as you turn the page. This supplies the unknown word and has the added advantage of 

not shaming the child for being wrong. 

One of the best gifts that you can give your child over the holidays is to spend time with them finding, 

sharing and exploring exciting books. 

Premier’s Reading Challenge 
Congratulations to the 49 students who completed the Premier's 

Reading Challenge. Well done St Justin's!! You finished a total of 

2672 books. A few weeks ago I made a prediction that students of St 

Justin's would only finish reading 2400 books. Boy was I wrong! On 

behalf of all the teachers in the school, we salute you, St Justin's, for 

your terrific efforts in not only boosting your reading skills, but also 

showing a passion and enjoyment for reading.  

Mrs Belinda Slonim (Literacy Leader) 

Certificates for those students who completed the challenge will be awarded next term. 

Here are the recent student completions: 

Jackson PJ 

Anahera 1L 

Caelan 1L 

Keith 2M 

Ritesh 2D 

Mackenzie 3SD 

Ava 3WM 

Trinity 4G 

 

 

 

Alistair 6DW 

Michael 6DW 

Elizabeth 6DW 

Londyn 5CI 

Ariana 5CI 

Alec H 5SS 

 

http://www.read4success.com.au/#!strategies-to-support-struggling-readers/cyz1
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AFL VICTORIA VIRTUAL FOOTY CLINIC 
On Wednesday afternoon our 3/4 students took part in a virtual footy clinic run by AFL Victoria. There were 

close to 200 students participating from both St Justin's and neighboring schools. It was an enjoyable 

experience for all involved and one that made for something a bit different during online learning. Well done 

to all of our participating students and thank you to AFL Victoria for the opportunity.  

 

Have a great break everyone and enjoy the grand final next weekend.  

Mr Johnson  

 

PARENT TEACHER 

INTERVIEWS /  

STUDENT LED 

CONFERENCES 
 

Parent/Teacher Interviews / Student Led Conferences will be held on Tuesday October 12 

between 3.45-5.30pm and Thursday October 14, 2021 between 2.00-800pm.  
 

Interviews are strictly 15 minutes and will be conducted online via the platform of Whereby.  Students are 

invited to share with you a little about their learning for the first 5 minutes, particularly about the Home 

Learning Program.  This will be guided by the class teacher and you will also be invited to join in.  The 

remaining 10 minutes of the interview will be for you to discuss your child’s progress with the teacher.  

Children may be asked to stay in the meeting or you may require time with the teacher alone.  
 

Go to www.schoolinterviews.com.au  

   Enter the code 5b9c2 

     Enter your details 

       Select your child’s teacher 

     Select your appointment  
 

When you click FINISH your selected bookings will be emailed to you immediately. If you not 

receive your email, please check your junk-mail, or enter the event code again and check your 

email address spelling. Update your details if email address is incorrect.  

DO NOT DELETE the email you receive. Keep it somewhere safe. You may need to refer back 

to it at a later date. 
 

REMEMBER TO ADD YOUR APPOINTMENTS TO YOUR CALENDAR - reminders will not be sent 

home. 

Bookings are open and must be finalised by Friday October 8 at 3.30pm. 

If you need to view, cancel, change or print your bookings: 

● Click on the link in the confirmation email you received after you made your bookings 

 

● OR return to www.schoolinterviews.com.au and enter the code and the email address you used when 

making your bookings. 

http://www.schoolinterviews.com.au/
http://www.schoolinterviews.com.au/
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Sustainability News 
 

Marine Ambassadors 
This week’s focus for the Marine Ambassadors Google Meet was on repairing 
items to prevent them ending up in landfill. Martine Postma initiated Repair Cafe 
and held the first one in Amsterdam in 2009.There are over 2000 repair cafes 
worldwide. The ultimate objective of these cafés is to promote a sustainable 
society. 
 
Visitors bring their broken items from home. Together with the specialists they start 
making their repairs in the Repair Café. It’s an ongoing learning process. If you 
have nothing to repair, you can enjoy a cup of tea or coffee. Or you can lend a 

hand with someone else’s repair job. You can also get inspired at the reading table – by leafing through books 
on repairs and DIY. 
 
Have you repaired anything at your home to avoid it going to landfill? - we would love to hear from you and 
feature you in our school newsletter. Email any photos to adeegan@sjwheelershill.catholic.edu.au  

 
Sustainability Leaders 
With more than 80 virtual events and experiences, the Victoria Nature Festival returns for its second year full 
of creative ways to connect with and act for nature from home. The Victoria Nature Festival has something 
for people of all ages, abilities, and interests.   
https://www.together.vic.gov.au/victoria-nature-festival 
 

Michael K: From the 11th to the 26th of September, there will be a nature festival. If you do 

choose to participate there will be live streams and videos about nature and wildlife. You can do 

all of this while being in the comfort of your home. 
 

Eastern Barred Bandicoot In a remarkable first for Australian wildlife, 
an animal species classified as extinct in the wild has been saved from 
a complete wipeout.  The Eastern Barred Bandicoot in Victoria has been 
the focus of a 30-year-long rescue program after its population shrank to 
just 150 animals in the wild in 1989, near the Victorian town of Hamilton. 
The once-common species had been driven to the brink of extinction by 
habitat destruction and by predators such as foxes and cats - neither 
native to Australia. This is a wonderful example of when communities 
work together, great work can be achieved, even reversing damage 
caused by human behaviour. Watch video from BTN for more 

information: https://video.link/w/ytx9c 
 

International Day for the Preservation of the Ozone Layer. 
Thursday 16th September is international day for the preservation of the ozone layer. The ozone layer, a 
fragile shield of gas, protects the Earth from the harmful portion of the rays of the sun, thus helping 
preserve life on the planet. 

The Hole - A film on the Montreal Protocol, narrated by Sir David Attenborough 

https://www.together.vic.gov.au/victoria-nature-festival
https://video.link/w/ytx9c
https://video.link/w/L8x9c
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Museums Victoria 
There are many interactive online events and activities that you can enjoy from home these Spring school 
holidays presented by Museums Victoria. Check our their website: 

School holidays 

 

Garden 
We have been busy planting all sorts of 
vegetables for summer harvest including 
broccoli, spinach, silverbeet, beetroot, carrot, 
tomato, corn, radish, celery, lettuce and 
capsicum. Some temporary fencing has been 
erected to deter the chickens, however they 
are crafty little critters so more secure fencing 
is imminent! There is much weeding of old 

garden beds happening as well as mulching, composting and watering. We are really hoping to be able to 
share this harvest with students on site next term. Being out in the garden is a great distraction, a great form 
of exercise and a wonderful way to unwind out in nature.  
 

Stewards of our School (SOOS) 
Our year 4 stewards planted spud towers many weeks ago using chicken wire and 
garden stakes to make the cylindrical frames. Potatoes were planted, adding straw 
and soil, with lots of water. As the foliage comes through more soil and straw is 
added to top up the tower. We have seen much growth and are looking forward to 
seeing what is beneath it all!! 
 
The stewards have also been wondering and preparing to interview members of the 
Monash Council responsible for caring for the area adjacent to our school called 
Whalley Drive Reserve. We are hoping to hold this interview early next term to find 
out what work has been happening to conserve the area, and why the recent 
discovery of ‘scat’ has got them so excited!! 

 
Kitchen Garden 

This week the year 2 students have become familiar with flowers that are edible. 
The recipe this week involved making biscuits decorated with edible flowers. 
Some flowers which can be eaten include: 
1. Lavender leaves and flowers 
2. Marigold petals 
3. Nasturtium leaves and flowers 
4. Fuchsia flowers 

5. Sunflower seeds and petals 

https://museumsvictoria.com.au/whats-on/school-holidays/
https://www.gardening4kids.com.au/products-page/select-organic-nasturtium-jewel-mix/
https://www.gardening4kids.com.au/products-page/select-organic-sunflower-sunflora/
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6. Cornflower petals 
7. Rose petals 
8. Fruit blossom from apricot, pear and apple trees 
9. Vegetable flowers from pumpkin, zucchini and pea plants. 
10. Flowers from vegetables that have gone to seed such as rocket and broccoli 
 

This week’s recipe is very simple using only two ingredients: yoghurt and flour. The recipe for Greek 
yoghurt bread rolls is provided below.   
Dominique, Lux, Tyson and Andrew F have already made them and shared these photos on Seesaw.  
 

      

              
 

Andrew F 

https://www.gardening4kids.com.au/products-page/select-organic-pumpkin-waltham-butternut/
https://www.gardening4kids.com.au/products-page/select-organic-zucchini-black/
https://www.gardening4kids.com.au/products-page/select-organic-pea-massey-gem/
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Last week in the garden we focused on plant propagation, learning how to take a 
herb cutting and prepare it to be planted to make a new plant. Students were shown 
how to make a newspaper pot which can be planted straight into the garden once it 
has taken root.  
 
At 2:00 on Thursday students were invited to a google meet for a live session on 
propagating. We have some very clever and capable students who were able to 
explain the meaning of propagation, and describe the process from seed to plant.  In 
the live session we demonstrated how to make a newspaper pot and use this to 
house the newly propagated cuttings from lavender and rosemary.  
 

 
This week we discussed the conditions seeds need to allow them to germinate 
in colder temperatures. By reusing plastic berry punnets we are avoiding 
single use plastic, and creating a mini greenhouse perfect to help the seeds 
before warmer weather arrives. Using egg cartons to house the soil is also a 
sustainable practice. 
Next term the year one students will have their kitchen garden experience for 
the first five weeks, with Preps in the second half of the term. 

Recipes: 

Edible Flower Cookies 

Ingredients: 
Dough 
 ½ cup (100 grams) granulated sugar 
 2 tablespoons orange zest 
 1 tablespoon lime zest 
 1 cup (227 grams) unsalted butter softened at room temperature 
 1 tablespoon pure vanilla extract 
 2.5 cups ( 314 grams) all purpose flour 

 ⅛ tsp fine sea salt 
 1 tablespoon fresh mint leaves *optional* finely minced 

Flower Topping 

 Fresh Pansy Blossoms of desired color or other edible flower of choice 
 Mint Leaves 
 granulated sugar for sprinkling 

Egg Wash 

 1 large egg white lightly beaten 

 

Method: 
1. Preheat oven to 160 C and line two large rimmed baking trays with parchment paper or silicone 

baking mats. 
2. In a medium bowl stir together the sugar, orange zest and lime zest to make a citrus sugar mixture 

using a fork or small whisk and let sit for a couple of minutes. 
3. Transfer the citrus sugar to a bowl. 
4. Add the softened unsalted butter and vanilla, then beat together on medium for 3-5 minutes until 

light and fluffy. 
5. Add the flour mixture to the creamed butter and mix again on medium low until a cookie dough 

consistency is formed. 
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6. Dough should be moist but firm. (if you feel it is dry add a tablespoon of milk-dough should NOT be 
sticky) 

7. Remove the dough from the bowl and divide into two halves. Shape each half into a disc and wrap 
in plastic wrap. 

8. Place the dough in the fridge to chill for 30 minutes. 
9. Place one half on a gently floured surface and roll out to 5mm thickness. 
10. Use a cookie cutter to cut out as many cookies as you like. 
11. Transfer cookies to prepared baking trays, spacing 3cm apart. 
12. Using a pastry brush, gently coat a thin layer of beaten egg white onto the centre of each cookie. 

Then, gently press a flower blossom slightly onto the surface. The back of the blossom may need to 
sink into the dough for petals to lay flat. Sprinkle lightly with sugar. 

13. Place the entire tray into the fridge for 10-15 minutes to make sure cookie dough is cold before 
baking. 

14. Place trays on the centre  rack of the oven. Bake for 15 minutes or until edges start to slightly 
golden in colour. Bake time may differ between ovens, so keep an eye on the first batch. 

15. Place cookie sheet on a wire rack and let cool for 5 minutes. Then, using a spatula, transfer cookies 
off the pan and directly onto the wire rack to cool completely. 

16. Repeat with remaining half of dough. 

 

 

 

Greek yoghurt bread rolls 

Makes 6 

Ingredients: 

 1 cup (240 ML) plain, thick greek yogurt  
 1 cup (125 g) self raising flour  
Optional top ingredients 

 1 (1 ) egg , beaten (optional) 
 sesame seeds or other toppings (optional) 

 

Method: 

1. Preheat oven to 200°C. Line baking sheet pan with baking paper and lightly oil or coat with cooking 
spray.  

2. If there’s liquid on top of the yogurt, drain it before you measure it out. Combine yogurt and flour 
until all the flour is mixed into the yogurt and dough forms a ball. 

3. Lightly flour a cutting board. Knead the dough for about 30 seconds. Cut the dough into 6 equal 
parts. If dough is sticky, lightly flour your hands. Don’t add too much flour or the dough will become 
tough. 

4. Roll each dough piece into a ball. Place rolls on prepared baking sheet far enough apart to give 
room for them to rise. Allow to rest and rise (will rise just a little) for about 15 minutes. 

5. Optional - Brush egg over the rolls. If adding seeds, sprinkle seeds or seasonings on top of rolls. 
6. Bake for 25-30 minutes. Rotate sheet pan halfway through cooking.  
7. After 25-30 minutes and they are lightly browned, increase oven heat to 210°C and bake for 

additional 4-5 minutes or until the rolls are golden. 
8. Serve warm or at room temperature. 
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What a term it’s been! The students have worked so incredibly hard and deserve a BIG break from the 

screen and from thoughts about school. While these holidays are going to look different again we have 

everything crossed that our children will be able to see their friends in some capacity and have the 

opportunity to get outside and enjoy some *fingers crossed* lovely weather! Below are two wonderful 

matrices of fun, screen-free activities kids can do as well as some great websites that offer viewings of 

animals, exhibits and lots of other fun things! 

We hope you have a safe and happy holiday break and we really look forward to seeing everyone in person  

again VERY SOON! 
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Australian Reptile Park - live streams of different animals each day. 

Zoos Victoria - Animals at Home 

Phillip Island Penguins 

Melbourne Museum at Home - everything from mindfulness to dinosaurs! 

Art Play at Home - some amazing and creative ideas to try out at home! 

Squishy Taylor and the City-Wide Ghost Plague — The Inhabitors - launches 30th  

September. See website for further details 

Mamma Knows East - can also be found on Facebook - has amazing tips for great parks in the east. 

 

 

 

https://www.reptilepark.com.au/educationhub/
https://www.zoo.org.au/animals-at-home/
https://www.penguins.org.au/virtual/live-penguin-tv/
https://museumsvictoria.com.au/melbournemuseum/at-home/play/
https://www.melbourne.vic.gov.au/arts-and-culture/artplay/whats-on/artplay-at-home/Pages/free-activities.aspx
https://www.inhabitors.com/squishy-taylor/introduction
https://www.mammaknowseast.com.au/?fbclid=IwAR22S5H-EIiD7JYiVsWKFQ-RXAxGg8oqhMEFIefIB8sAk7uuXuzuHCb2i2U
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Please note that whilst every attempt is made to ensure that dates are accurately listed, things may need to 

change from time to time. Please check this section on a regular basis. Thank you for your understanding. 
 

TERM THREE 

Friday September 17th  End of Term 3 
 

TERM FOUR 

Monday 4th October  Term Four Commences 

Tuesday 12th October Parent / Teacher / Student Interviews, 3.45-5pm 

Thursday 14th October Parent / Teacher / Student Interviews, 2-8.00pm 

Thursday 21st October 2022 Prep Parent Information Evening 7.30pm-9.30pm 

Saturday 30th October Working Bee 

Monday 1st November All Saints Day / School Closure – Report Writing day  

Tuesday 2nd November All Souls Day / Melbourne Cup Public Holiday 

Thursday 11th November 2022 Prep Transition 9.15am-10.15am 

Thursday 18th November 2022 Prep Transition 9.15am-10.15am 

Thursday 25th November 2022 Prep Transition 9.15am-10.15am 

Thursday 25th November 2022 Prep Parent Information Evening –  

  ‘Thrive Not Just Survive’ 7.30pm-9.00pm 

Thursday 9th December 2022 Prep Orientation 9.00am-12.00pm 

Wednesday 15th December Final school day for students, 1pm finish 

Friday 17th December Final school day for staff 

 

 

 

 

ATTENTION: Parents/Carers of students at risk of ALLERGIES & ASTHMA 

 
 We know it can be quite hectic at the commencement of the school year and 

we are asking all parents/carers of students of children returning to St. 

Justin’s next year, that we will be sending an Operoo notice to all families of 

students at risk of allergies, and asthma to have you make an appointment 

with your Child’s medical practitioner to complete the relevant forms for your 

child’s medical condition in Term 4 this year.   

 

We thank you for your attention to this notice and you will receive the forms 

via Operoo in the first week of Term 4. 
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