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Dear Families and Friends, 
 
Advent 
This Sunday we celebrate the first Sunday of Advent. For many, Advent is a time of waiting for Christmas. 
But if Advent is a time of pointless waiting for Christmas then we’ve somehow missed the message. 
Rather than just waiting, Advent is about reminding ourselves that we have a job to do: working together 
to help create God’s kingdom here on earth.  What does this mean for each of us?  
 
Yesterday Father Andrew blessed our class Advent Wreaths, which will be used on a daily basis for our 
class prayers – thanks Fr Andrew. 
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AGM –Celebration of Community 
Thank you to everyone who was able to attend our AGM and Celebration of Community on Tuesday 
night. It was a wonderful opportunity to reflect on the year and to acknowledge the amazing work done by 
so many throughout the year. 
 
The meeting was a strong reminder for us all that this is our community and that we are all welcome to 
be part of that community. Rita, Chair of the Parish Education Board, thanked all Board members for 
their contributions and provided us with an insight into some of the PEB’s work throughout the year. 
Outgoing members were thanked including Calvin and Robert, and new members welcomed, including 
Sharon and Chris. Robert, Chair of the Parents and Friends Association, provided a comprehensive 
overview of the social and fundraising events conducted throughout the year and acknowledged many of 
the 165 volunteers who supported school events this year. Paul K, thanked everyone for their support for 
this year’s Fair on the Hill and encouraged everyone to get behind the committee for the 2020 Fair on the 
Hill, which will be held on the 7th November, 2020. A meeting will be held next Tuesday 3rd December at 
7:00pm in the Downunder Room in the Parish House – everyone welcome. 
 
At this stage, it looks like most official positions have been filled for next year with many social and 
fundraising events having been added to the calendar – keep an eye out for the  St Justin’s Calendar. 
Whilst we had some great support this year, with almost 240 families in our school, we should be able to 
receive many more volunteers – we look forward to your continued support. 
 
Thanks again everyone for your support – your work goes a long way to support us all, most importantly, 
our children. We hope to see you at the Christmas Carols. 
 

   
 

  
 

St Justin’s Fair on the Hill Meeting 
Tuesday 3rd December at 7:00pm in the Downunder Room, Parish House.  

All existing and new committee members welcome. 
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Plans for 2020 
Plans for 2020 are well and truly underway, many of which have been presented and discussed at our 
Parish Education Board. In 2020, we again anticipate 14 classes: 

• Year Prep x 2 – located in Rooms 5 and 6 
• Year 1 x 2 – located in Rooms 1 and 2 
• Year 2 x 2 – located in Rooms 3 and 4  
• Year 3 x 2 – located in Rooms 9 and 10  
• Year 4 x 2 – located in Rooms 22 and 23  
• Year 5 x 2 – located in Rooms 16 and 17  
• Year 6 x 2 – located in Rooms 20 and 19  

 
This structure allows for growth and student movement and provides opportunities for teachers to work 
in teams. Students and teachers will work closely, sharing spaces and strengths when appropriate. It is 
important to remember that all teachers have other administration duties alongside their classroom 
responsibilities, which may require them to be released on an ongoing basis. 
 
A great deal of thought and planning also goes into the placement of each teacher. Often a classroom 
teacher can be considered “The Prep Teacher” or “The Year 5/6 Teacher”. However, this is not the case. 
Staff at St Justin’s have the training, and more importantly the passion, to teach students at a variety of 
levels. Next year, as with all years, there will be movement within the school and we hope to make 
announcements soon. In planning, it’s wonderful to hear staff talk about all students and not just those in 
their class or their year level. 
 
A great deal of thought is also given to the placement of each child – a decision that is not taken lightly. 
We endeavour to provide each child with the opportunity to be part of a class that will allow him or her 
the best opportunity to learn. Consideration is given to each child’s social and emotional needs, ability, 
behaviour, friendship groups, etc.  Individual needs and a whole school perspective must be considered. 
However, having said that, with our connecting classrooms accessed via doors or sliding doors, our 
students are more able to engage and interact with students and teachers from other classes. 
 
We are a community of learners and we learn for, from and with each other. This includes us all and not 
just a selection. It is exposure to a variety of personalities and qualities that help us develop as a whole 
person. In some schools, students are asked to nominate 5 or so ‘friends’ that they would like to be with 
in the following year. However, some schools have found that this has created a great deal of anxiety for 
students and it can send the wrong message that “I can only learn if I am with my friends”. 
 
Likewise, some schools have asked parents to make any formal requests in writing. Again, this has 
created a great deal of anxiety with parents, some who feel the need to write something, simply because 
there has been an invitation. We believe that with our ongoing communication and open door policy, staff 
are in a position to make an informed decision. Life is sometimes, not about being in the perfect situation, 
but making the most of the situation we are in. 
 
With many goals still to be achieved until the end of the school year, we will continue with our plans for 
2020. 

St Justin’s Christmas Concert 2019 

WEDNESDAY 11th December on the back oval (weather permitting) 

commencing at 7:00pm. Everyone welcome. 
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Change to Daily Routine 
Next year, after consultation with the Parish Edcuation Board and Staff, we have made a slight change to 
our Daily Routine at St Justin’s. 

Current Daily Routine 
8:55 pm Bell Gather in the Undercover Area 
8:57pm Bell Brief Assembly, make our way into class 
9:00 pm  Classes commence 
10:55pm Bell Eating Time 
11:05am Bell First Break 
11:43am Bell Assemble in the Undercover Area 
11:45am Bell Classes commence 
1:10pm Bell Eating Time 
1:20pm Bell Second Break 
1:57pm Bell Assemble in the Undercover Area 
2:00pm Bell Classes commence  
3:30pm` Bell  Dismissal  
3:15pm  Bell (Monday) 
 
2020 Daily Routine 
8:55 pm Bell Gather in the Undercover Area 
8:57pm Bell Brief Assembly, make our way into class 
9:00 pm  Classes commence 
10:55pm Bell Eating Time 
11:05am Bell First Break 
11:43am Bell Assemble in the Undercover Area 
11:45am Bell Classes commence 
1:40pm Bell Eating Time 
1:50pm Bell Second Break 
2:27pm Bell Assemble in the Undercover Area 
2:30pm Bell Classes commence 
3:25pm Bell Pack up 
3:30pm` Bell  Dismissal 
3:15pm  Bell (Monday) 
 

Currently we have 1 x 2hr session and 2 x 1½hr sessions. Our new daily routine, which many schools 
have already adopted, allows for 2 x 2 hour blocks per day and 1 x 1hr session (45 min on Monday). 
Having the 2 x 2hr sessions per day will allow greater flexibility as to when subjects can be held, 
especially Literacy, Numeracy and Specialist classes. At the moment, we only have one 2 hour block per 
day, meaning that often senior students are required to have their specialist classes first thing in the 
morning, so that the junior classes can participate in their two hour literacy block. Our new daily routine 
will give greater flexibility to all classes throughout the school, therefore allowing more students to 
access the optimal learning times of the day. 
 
As the two 2 hour blocks delays the eating times, students may require a “ healthy snack” break between 
their main breaks. It may also be necessary to have two medium sized “meals” per day, rather than a 
“snack” during the first eating break and something more substantial during the second eating time.  
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Start of the 2020 School Year 
Next year, after consultation with the Parish Edcuation Board and staff, we will trial a modified start to 
the school year. Teachers will officially commence on the same day - Tuesday 28th January, which will be 
followed by two Testing Days. On these days, students will be required to “book in” for a half hour one-
on-one assessment session with their teacher. The focus for this assessment session will be on Numeracy, 
especially Place Value. The data obtained from the assessment sessions will be extremely valuable in 
identifying where each student is at so that programs can be modified to meet each student’s needs. The 
School Interview online booking system will be used for families to make an appropriate time for their 
child / children. More details to follow.  School will commence for all students on Friday 31st January. 

Term 4 Dates 
Sunday  December 1st   1st Sunday of Advent 
Wednesday December 4th   Subway Lunch 
Thursday December 5th  PPT Meeting 
Sunday  December 8th   2nd Sunday of Advent 
Wednesday December 11th  St Justin’s Christmas Concert 
Monday December 16th  Year 6 Graduation Mass 6pm 
Tuesday December 17th  End of Term 1pm finish 
     End of Year Mass 9.15am  
 
Altar Servers 
Saturday 30th November - 6pm  Jaden L 
Sunday 1st December - 8.30am Daniel B, Nathan V 
Sunday 1st December - 10.30am  Arianne E, Alistair E 
 
Altar Sever Thankyou 
Father Andrew would like to express his thanks to all the students who have volunteered this year to 
assist with Altar Serving. We will be holding a Altar Server lunch for all the students on Tuesday 
December 3rd. Notices have already been sent home. A letter will be going out at the start of next year to 
ask for volunteers for 2020. Once again thank you to all the families for your support. 
 

St Justin’s Christmas Concert 2019 

When:  WEDNESDAY 11th December 

Where: Back oval (weather permitting) 

Time:  7:00pm 

What:  Each class will be taught a Christmas song during Term 4 Performing Arts classes to 

perform at this concert. It is a compulsory school event. 
Other Performers: The School Choir, Albert’s Guitar Group, Both Rock Bands 
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Staff Changes 
It is with mixed emotion that I announce that a number of staff will be leaving St Justins at the end of the 
year: 
 
Mrs Chris Ellem who currently works one day per week in the office, is retiring after 23 years of service 
at St Justin’s. Mrs Ellem has been involved with the school since it’s beginning, first as a parent with all 
her children attending St Justin’s, then as a volunteer before working in the Library and Office. We thank 
Mrs Ellem for her many contributions and wish her all the best with her new journey in life.  
 
Miss Donna Kirk, our Religious Education Leader and currently teaching Year 4, has accepted a 
teaching / leadership postion at St Macartan’s, Mornington. Miss Kirk has been a member of our 
community for 11 years, holding a variety of leadership roles and teaching a variety of classes, mainly in 
the senior school. Miss Kirk has been a wonderful asset to our community and will be greatly missed. We 
wish her all the best. 
 
Mrs Majella Shiel, who has also held a variety of leadership and teaching positions, has accepted a 
position at St Clare’s Primary School, Officer. Mrs Shiel has been a member of the St Justin’s community 
for 10 years and likewise, has also made many valuable contribuions to the life of St Justin’s. Whilst she 
will be greatly missed, it’s nice to know that St Clare’s will benefit from her wisdom, passion and 
dedication. 
 
Next year, Mrs Helen Interligi will take leave from her three day a week position. We will miss her 
enthusiasm, passion and energy. We wish her all the best. 
 
At the end of this year, Miss Rebecca McDonough and Mr Ponciano Aguilar will also finish up. Rebecca 
has been with us for 8 years, (this year working 8 hours over 2 days), offering her support in classrooms, 
the office and kitchen garden. Ponciano has been with us for 4 years (this year working on Thursdays) 
and has been a wonderful asset in the Library and our Visual Arts program. We wish both Rebecca and 
Ponciano all the vesy best. 
 
We also say farewell to Mr Paul Anderson. Mr Anderson came to us at the beginning of the year, 
launching into a career as a Learning Support Officer, after many years as a journalist with the Herald 
Sun. Mr Anderson has brought with him a love of writing, drawing and sport, and will be greatly missed. 
We wish him all the best for his new position at Halibury College, working with senior students, and 
thank him for his many contributions. 
 
Next year we will welcome back Mrs Rachel De La Haye. Mrs De La Haye has a wealth of experience, 
having taught in many year levels and holding positions of leadership. I know she’s very excited to be 
back, even if it is only for a few days per week. 
 
We are still in the process of finalising staffing for 2020. Some staff won’t necessarily be replaced, and 
some other positions have been covered by existing staff. We hope to publish a list in the near future. 
 

St Justin’s Christmas Concert 2019 

WEDNESDAY 11th December on the back oval (weather permitting) 

commencing at 7:00pm. Everyone welcome. 
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News from the Sustainability Team 

Kitchen/Garden Program 
What gorgeous weather we had for the garden this week. To celebrate, the students made posies 
from some of the herbs growing in the garden. They learnt to identify parsley, mint, lavender, 
chives and rosemary. They also learnt how to harvest these herbs without damaging the whole 
plant. We also checked in on the Prep Mystery Garden and have noticed some things growing! It 
was  decided the garden needs more water as the soil was quite dry.  
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In the kitchen it’s beginning to look a lot like Christmas!! For the final 3 weeks our cooking will 
focus on Christmas goodies. Today, Christmas trees were created from chocolate slab cake and 
decorated with icing, smarties, silver baubles and licorice or musk sticks. Whilst a smaller version 
of the tree was eaten at morning break, the larger one was sent home to share with the family. 
We even made enough for our year 6 buddies to share! 
  
We really appreciate the help from parents, especially with the younger students - it can be frantic 
but fantastic in the kitchen! 
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We Won!! 

Stephanie Alexander Kitchen Garden Foundation 
Cooking Word Competition 

We entered a competition  for a chance to win this fantastic kitchen utensil pack, valued at more 
than $220, for our school. To enter we needed to choose our favourite cooking word. The most 
obscure, funny or interesting cooking word, as determined by the Foundation team, will 
win!  And St Justin’s won!!! 

This was our entry: 

ZEST 

A lively energetic word describing the outer layer of citrus fruit  
-also describes the spirit of the children as they partake in kitchen garden activities  (25 

words) 

The prize pack includes: 

• 1 Scanpan 20 cm cook's knife with 3-step sharpener. RRP: $89.95. 
• 2 Microplane Artisan fine graters. RRP: $37.95 ($75.90 total). 
• 2 Maxwell and Williams maxi jumbo peelers. RRP: $9.95 ($19.90 total). 
• 2 Maxwell and Williams maxi tongs. RRP: $9.95 ($19.90 total). 
• 2 Maxwell and Williams maxi wok turners. RRP: $7.95 ($15.90 total). 

 

 

St Justin’s Fair on the Hill Meeting 
Tuesday 3rd December at 7:00pm in the Downunder Room, Parish House.  

All existing and new committee members welcome. 
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Marine Ambassadors - Excursion to Jack’s Beach, Crib Point 

On Tuesday the Marine Ambassadors visited Jack’s Beach at Crib Point to explore a coastal 

environment. Paige, Zara and Alex learnt about how waste gets into the water systems when 

people are careless. This has a devastating impact on the marine environment and the quality 

of water. We learnt about the many different types of frogs that inhabit the waterways 

and their unique croaks - an app titled Frog Census helps to identify the  frog according to 

the sound it makes. 

       
 

One of the Mornington Peninsula’s Park Rangers informed us about the types of creatures 

that live at Jack’s Beach Reserve - including snakes, bats, possums, owls. He showed us how 

traps are made to capture these creatures so that the Rangers can check up on their 

welfare. 
 
Finally Lionel, an indigenous community member, taught us about Aboriginal artefacts such 

as spears, boomerangs, didgeridoos (not their actual name). He taught us about Aboriginal 

culture and how important it is to respect the Earth. He taught us about bush tucker which 

can be found amongst the trees, plants and bushes. 
 
At Jack’s Beach in Crib Point we did an activity to  find out the  connection between water 
and waste,  what we found out it is really sad - al l different types of waste that we either 
didn’t bother to pick up or we don’t care to put in  the bin when we’ve used it end up in 
the water. In the activity we did we used blue food  dye to symbolise the  waste in a 
certain area, and showed how lots of waste (whether  it is animal poop or toxic 
chemicals!) ends up in the ocean or a bay when it r ains! When we had each had a turn 
spraying the prototype and checked the bucket under neath it turned out that heaps and 
heaps of waste turns up in the ocean!                                 Paige L  
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Mind and Body Incursion 
On Thursday November 28th, the Prep students attended the 'Mind and Body' incursion facilitated by 
Supreme Incursions.  They practiced different yoga poses, learnt more about belly breathing and then 
participated in a mindfulness meditation activity.  The Preps thoroughly enjoyed this incursion and have 
become experts in these mindfulness activities! 
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Have you got an idea or a suggestion to run an event? Or would you like to be involved in one of our 
many events but are unsure of what’s involved? An open invitation stands for all parents and friends of St 
Justin’s to come along to one of our monthly meetings to learn more, or feel free to provide your 
feedback, comments and suggestions at pnf@sjwheelershill.catholic.edu.au 

We encourage you all to be involved and participate in your own capacity throughout the year. It’s never 
too late to get involved! 
 
Icy Pole Fridays  

Zooper Doopers will be sold after school in the undercover area for $1 
each. There will also be a small supply of chips available for 50 cents 
a bag. We’d love to get some more helpers on board to help with set 
up, selling and pack up. If you are interested in helping or would like 
to learn more contact Carole Bouwmeester 0407 228 661.  
 
 

Sausage Sizzle Day- Thank you 
A huge thank you to the following people who assisted with our sausage sizzle yesterday. We wish to 
thank Tony D, Colleen W, Cynthia F, Laura D, Rita G, Mark P and Sharon C. We appreciate all your 
help. 

 
 
 
Subway Way Lunch Day Wednesday 4th December 
 

 

Bakers Delight Christmas Tarts and Christmas Cake - 
More details will be released soon! 
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