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Dear Families and Friends, 
 
Welcome to the 2020 school year. I hope that you were able to spend quality time with loved ones over the 
Christmas break. A special welcome to you all.   
 
As you can see from the ‘Dates Ahead’, First Term promises to be yet another busy term.  Please note these 
dates in your diaries so that you don’t miss out on anything that is happening at school. 
 
The children seem to have all settled in well, if their faces are anything to go by. They were pretty keen to 
catch up with old friends and make new ones as well. I think we are set for another wonderful year. A smooth 
start to a year doesn’t just happen – it’s the result of a great deal of preparation beforehand. Thanks to 
everyone involved. 
 
Welcome new and returning Staff Members 
As announced last year, this year we have a number of new staff joining our team at St Justin’s. 
 

This year it gives me great pleasure to welcome Mrs Jen McGrath who will join our junior team working with 
Mrs Wickens in Year 1WM on Thursdays. Mrs McGrath has taught at a variety of educational settings, 
including St Joseph’s, Malvern and Xavier College. Prior to becoming a teacher, Mrs McGrath was a 
director of an accounting firm and therefore has a real strength in Mathematics. She is very much looking 
forward to joining the St Justin’s community. 
 
We also welcome Mrs Rebecca Hyde who will join the senior team in Year 5 HH on Wednesdays working with 
Ms Harvey. Mrs Hyde is an accomplished primary school teacher with exceptional classroom management 
skills and a passion for assisting students of all abilities to achieve their full potential. She has had extensive 
teaching experience as well as various leadership roles including Junior School leader and Wellbeing leader. 
I’m sure Mrs Hyde will enjoy being part of the St Justin’s Community. 
 
We also welcome Ms Donna Coelho who will join the Administration Team, working with Mrs Anne-Maree 
Smith on Thursdays and Fridays. Ms Coelho is a highly competent and experienced receptionist and 
administrator with a proven record for successfully managing customer and administration functions. Ms 
Coelho comes to us from St Louis’s Aspendale where she worked as an administrator and was actively 
involved in the Parish Education Board and Parents and Friends Association. I know Ms Ceolho will be a 
wonderful asset to our school community. 
 
We also welcome back Mrs Mrs Rachel De La Haye who will join Miss Lisa Chiappalone in Year 4CD on 
Thursdays and Fridays. Mrs De La Haye is another exceptional teacher who brings with her many talents – 
we are certainly glad to have her back. 
 
I’m sure you’ll join me in welcoming our new staff members and make them feel at home. 
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2020 Testing Days 
There has been quite the buzz around the school to begin the new year and we have been lucky to be able to 
ease our way back into the year over our two testing days. It has been quite insightful spending time with your 
children, asking them questions in a 1-1 environment that allows us to focus on them in order to gain a 
picture of what the next steps in their learning journey will be.  
 

Our aim has been to gather the ‘whole picture’ of your child, rather than simply the academic version. 
We have had a focus on Maths that has narrowed down to the area of Place Value. We consider this to be a 
fundamental area, that lays the foundation for successful learning of Maths, such as addition, multiplication, 
telling the time just to name a few.  
 

Whilst the focus has been on Maths as an academic subject, we have also taken the time to ask students how 
they feel about Maths, what it is they like or don’t like about Maths and what they believe Maths to be all 
about. These questions have placed a strong focus and consideration to the wellbeing element of student 
learning. As we know this to be an important factor in the learning cycle, and the impact a student’s mindset 
can have in creating or inhibiting opportunities to learn.  
 

Moving forward, we will use this information to form goals that are personalised and based on your child’s 
next step. We will also be using the wellbeing component to work with students in the area of growth mindset. 
To allow students to see themselves as mathematicians and not as someone who ‘just isn’t any good at maths’.  
 

All in all, it has been a wonderful time to break the ice and settle back into school and set us up for a 
wonderful 2020. 
 

Mr. Farrelly 
Numeracy Leader 
 
Year 1-6 Information Sessions 
Over the next few weeks, classroom teachers will be conducting Information Sessions – session dates and times 
are listed below. These sessions will provide an opportunity for us to share our expectations for the year. The 
Information Sessions will be conducted at the following times in the allocated rooms. 

• Session One: Year Prep – Family BBQ / Information Session (Tuesday 4th February: 5:30 pm – 7:30 pm)  
o Year Prep J Classroom 

• Session Two: Year 5/6 – Camp Meeting / Information Session (Friday 7th February: 8:00am – 8:45 am) 
o Performing Arts Centre 

• Session Three: Year 1/2 – Information Session (Tuesday 11th February: 6:30pm – 7:15pm) 
o Year 1 in 1WM 
o Year 2 in 2M 

• Session Four: Year 3 and 4 – Information Session (Tuesday 11th February: 7:15pm – 8:00pm) 
o Year 3 in 3W 
o Year 4 in 4L 

 

If supervision of students is required, please let your classroom teacher know. We would love to have at least one 
representative from each family. 
 

In addition to these information sessions, parents will be provided with a Student Information Form which we invite all 
parents to complete for each child. This way, you can communicate any information that you think might be relevant to 
the teacher at this time of the year. As always, should you have any issues or concerns regarding your child’s 
education, please don’t hesitate to make a mutually agreeable time to meet your classroom teacher. It is also 
important for teachers to receive any positive feedback – it helps create a wonderful sense of satisfaction in an 
increasingly difficult job and can better inform teachers of strategies and approaches to learning that are 
effective for your child. If communicating via email, please be mindful that teachers may take some time to 
respond. 
 

Thank you for your support and cooperation 
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Major Works 
Over the holidays, work commenced on the redevelopment of the front play area. Last week, contractors 
commenced work on the top retaining wall, which will involve a new retaining wall, pathway and fence 
between the top step and the playground. The brick retaining wall between the steps and the shaded seating 
area will also be replaced with sandstone steps. Future works will include the redevelopment of the retaining 
wall between the two courts, replacement of some of the artificial turf that has become worn and slippery, new 
front electronic gates and a dedicated pathway from the front gate to the office. The project will be broken 
into stages, with the intention that most of the works will be completed by the end of Term 1. As a result, at 
this stage, most of the front playground will be out of bounds for most of Term 1 and weekend parking for 
Parish Masses may be restricted. Whilst we may be slightly inconvenienced, I’m sure the result will be well 
worth it. Most of the monies for the project has been made available via an interest free loan.  
 

 

Sun Smart 
A reminder that St Justin’s Primary School is a Sun Smart School and as a result, all students are to wear 
their school hat that protects the face, neck and ears during breaks or lessons, throughout September to the 
end of April. Sun screen should also be applied at home before coming to school. 
 
Over exposure to the sun presents a serious health risk. Students must, therefore, be educated regarding 
healthy UV exposure balance to help with Vitamin D and suitable sun protection, in order to be protected 
from overexposure to the sun whilst at school. 
 
Students and teachers are encouraged to protect themselves from the harmful effects of the sun through 
strategies which use a combination of sun protection measures whenever UV Index levels reach 3 and above. 
 
Sun protection should be used whenever UV levels are 3 or higher, especially between the 
months of mid-August to the end of April. During this time, parents should send appropriate 
sun screen to school and ensure that their child has a suitable hat. 
 
Please refer tour website for more information. 
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Morning Arrival 
Developing independence and responsibility in a child at a young age helps them develop lifelong problem 
solving strategies for the future. Being independent and responsible for their own things helps them approach 
challenging situations with greater confidence. Often as a parent, we want to do as much for our children,  
because it’s too hard for them, we don’t have enough time, we are afraid of what others might think or we are 
afraid that they might get hurt. However, doing too much for our children can deny them the opportunity to 
learn valuable problem solving skills and resilience for the future. 
 
Last year, we asked all students to carry their own bag to and from school each day. As the year progressed, 
students developed a great sense of responsibility, ownership and confidence in tackling challenging 
situations, not only in the classroom, but on the playground as well.  
 
This year again we ask students to take full responsibility for their own things 
however, rather than leaving their bag outside, we will ask the students to enter the 
classroom, greet their teacher and unpack their bag ready for the commencement of 
the school day. They are then free to make their way outside to play with their friends 
or stay with parents or grandparents. Parents are welcome to accompany their child 
into the classroom, ensuring that they encourage their child to “do things 
themselves”. Please note that this may not be the best time for an in-depth 
conversation with your child’s teacher. When the bell rings at 8:55 am, students, teachers and parents (if they 
wish), are invited to gather in the undercover area. After a brief greeting and any announcements are made, 
students will then be taken back to their classroom by their teacher. 
 
Our school timetable is: 

• 8.40am  Teacher on Duty 
• 8:45 am Classroom doors will be opened and students are asked to greet their teacher and unpack their 

bags, get ready for the day and then make their way outside to join their friends. 
• 8.55am  BELL Gather in the undercover area 
• 8.57am  BELL Brief assembly, make our way into class 
• 9.00am  Classes commence 
• 10.55am  Bell Eating time 
• 11.05am  Bell Recess Break 
• 11.43am  Bell Assemble in the undercover area  
• 11.45am  Bell Classes commence 
• 1.40pm   Bell Eating time 
• 1.50pm  Bell Second Break 
• 2.27pm  Bell Assemble in the undercover area 
• 2.30pm  Bell Classes commence 
• 3:25pm  Bell Pack up 
• 3:30pm  Bell Dismissal 
MONDAY 
• 3.15pm  Bell Dismissal 

 

Drop off and pick up 
If you wish to drop your child off before 8:40 am, please use the Before School Care service provided by 
Camp Australia - we would hate for your child to arrive at school and no-one be here to care for them.  
 
After school, a teacher is on playground duty until 3:45 pm. After this time students who are yet to be picked 
up will be taken to the office.  We will attempt to ring their parents to make sure everything is ok. If, for any 
reason, you are running late, please phone the office and let us know.  
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Staff for 2020 
Fr Andrew Madry    Parish Priest                                                            
Mr Patrick Torpey    Principal                                                                           
Mrs Annie Herbison  Deputy Principal                                                   
Miss Genevieve Jones  Year Prep J    
Mrs Cleo Zabic  Year Prep Z            
Mrs Belinda Xanthis  Year 1 X 
Mrs Jessica Wickens  Year 1 WM (Mon - Wed, Fri), Digital Technology Leader (Thurs) 
Mrs Jen McGrath  Year 1 WM (Thurs) 
Miss Belinda Dalach  Year 2 D                 
Mr Nicholas Mosele  Year 2 M   
Mrs Deb Wood  Year 3 W                
Mrs Leanne Snell  Year 3 SS (Mon, Tues, Fri), Religious Education Leader (Thurs) 
Mrs Maria Scandizzo   Year 3 SS (Wed - Thur) 
Mrs Samantha Lutgens Year 4 L                 
Miss Lisa Chiappalone  Year 4 CH (Mon - Wed), Student Wellbeing (Thurs) 
Mrs Rachel De La Haye Year 4 CH (Thurs - Fri) 
Miss Jessica Harvey  Year 5 HH (Mon, Tue, Thurs, Fri) 
Mrs Rebecca Hyde  Year 5  HH (Wed)       
Mrs Belinda Slonim  Year 5 SC (Mon - Tues, Thurs - Fri), Literacy Leader (Wed) 
Mrs Shari Correlje       Year 5 SC (Wed) 
Mr Luke Farrelly  Year 6 FC (Mon - Wed, Fri), Numeracy Leader (Thurs) 
Mrs Shari Correlje   Year 6 FC (Thur) 
Mrs Lucy D’Angelo  Tear 6 DB (Mon - Wed) 
Mrs Lisa Braybrook  Year 6 DB (Thur – Fri 
Mrs Anne-Maree Smith        Administration (Mon - Fri)  
Ms Donna Coelho                   Administration (Thurs - Fri) 
Miss Anne Livera                 Learning Diversity Leader (Tues, Thurs, Fri) 
Mrs Louise Skues                 Reading Recovery / Literacy Learning Intervention (LLI),  

Student Wellbeing Leader (Thurs) 
Mrs Anne Deegan                Sustainability / Kitchen Garden / Art Show Coordinator (Tues, Thurs) 
Mrs Christy Riddiford          Performing Arts (Tues - Thurs), Choir and Drumming Beats 
Mrs Annette Melenhorst       Information Resource Centre (Tues - Thurs) 
Mr Clinton Johnson             Physical Education (Wed - Fri) 
Mrs Silvana Cetrola             LOTE - Italian (Mon - Tues) 
Mrs Trisha Andrew                Learning Support Officer (Tues-Thurs) 
Mrs Carmel Sullivan            Learning Support Officer (Mon, Thurs, Fri) 
Mrs Milena De Lillo             Learning Support Officer (Mon - Thurs) 
Miss Lisa Phillips                 Learning Support Officer (Mon - Fri) 
Mrs Mary Cedro                  Learning Support Officer (Mon-Thurs) 
Mrs Lisa Stewart             Learning Support Officer (Mon - Wed, Fri) 
Mr Frank Davis                   Mainteance / Gardener 
Mrs Maria Sabatino             School Support 
Mrs Gina Cristiano  School Support 
Mr Michael Palamara / Mr Albert Axiaq     School Support - Music 
 
 
Please also note that staff have other responsibilities outside of their classroom 
roles and as a result, will be required to be released from class on occasions. 
These roles are extremely important in ensuring that our school is kept up to 
date with the latest developments. 
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Dates Ahead 
Friday 31st January  P – 6 Students return 
Saturday 1st February  Bunnings BBQ 
Tuesday 4th February  Prep Family BBQ (5.30 – 7.30pm) 
Wednesday 5th February No Preps at school 
Thursday 6th February PPT Meeting  
Friday 7th February  Beginning School Mass (9.15am) 
    Year 5/6 Camp / Information Session (8:00am) 
Monday 10th February P-6 Parent Helper Literacy Course (9am – 2.15pm) 
Tuesday 11th February P & F Meeting (7.30pm) 
    Parent Information Evening: Year 1/2 (6:30pm) Year 3/4 7:15pm) 
Wednesday 12th February No preps at school 
    Year 5/6 School Camp 
Thursday 13th February Year 5/6 School Camp 
Friday 14th February  Year 5/6 Campers return 
Tuesday 18th February Cyber Safety (2pm) 
    Cyber Safety (7pm)  
Wednesday 19th February No preps at school 
Thursday 20th February Year 3 Reconciliation (Parent/Child Workshop 7.00pm) 
Tuesday 25th February Fair on the Hill Meeting: 7:00pm 
Wednesday 26th February No preps at school 
    Ash Wednesday 
Monday 2nd March  Year 5 Taster Day Nazareth College 
Tuesday 3rd March  PEB Meeting (7.30pm) 
Wednesday 4th March  No preps at school  
Monday 9th March  Labour Day Holiday 
Tuesday 10th March  P & F Meeting 7.30pm 
Wednesday 11th March Parent Teacher Interviews 
Saturday 14th March  Working Bee (1.30pm) 
Tuesday 17th March  St Patrick’s Day 
Wednesday 18th March Year 3W Reconciliation (7.00pm)  
    School Photos 
Thursday 19th March  St Justin’s Open Day 
    Year 3SS Reconciliation (7.00pm) 
Tuesday 24th March  Casual Clothes Day & Egg Donation 
    Fair on the Hill Meeting – 7:00pm 
Tuesday 26th March  Wrapping Day & Hot Cross Bun Day 
    Big Screen Movie Night 
Wednesday 27th March Easter Raffle 

School finishes at 1pm  
End of Term 1 
 

St Justin’s Swimming Program 
The St Justin’s Swimming Program will commence in Week 2 of Term 2 (20th 
April – 1st May). More information will be made available towards the end of 
this term.  

 
Beginning of the School Year and Welcoming Mass 
On Friday 7th February, we will hold our Beginning of the School Year Mass commencing at 9:15 am. At this 
Mass, we will welcome new families and commission staff and our school leaders. Everyone welcome. 
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Novel Coronavirus 

The safety and care of your children is paramount to me and our school community.  
 
Advice from the Australian and Victorian governments regarding the novel coronavirus includes the 
following:  

• All children who have travelled to Hubei Province of China, are advised to stay at home and avoid 
public settings, including attendance at schools and early learning centres, until 14 days after last 
being in Hubei province, China. This applies to any and all students even if they do not show any 
symptoms of the virus. 

• Children who are well and have travelled to other provinces in China, or any other areas where there 
have been reported cases, are NOT recommended to be excluded from schools unless the following 
applies: 

o The person is a confirmed case of novel coronavirus 
o The person is a close contact with a confirmed case of novel coronavirus in the past 14 days 

 
If you think your child is showing any relevant symptoms of the novel corona virus, please call the 
Department of Health and Human Services (DHHS) to discuss further actions on 1300 651 160. 
 
This advice is also being provided to teachers and other school staff to ensure we mitigate any risks 
associated with the spread of the virus. 
 
You can also access further information and updates from the following websites: 
• For Victorian updates to the current incident, go to: https://www.dhhs.vic.gov.au/novelcoronavirus 
• For national updates: https://www.health.gov.au/news/latest-information-about-novel-coronavirus 
• For international updates: https://www.who.int/westernpacific/emergencies/novel-coronavirus 
• WHO resources  https://www.who.int/health-topics/coronavirus 
 
In circumstances like these, there can understandably be a lot of concern and uncertainty about the safety of 
your child. Please know that I am available to discuss your concerns with you, and will provide any revised 
advice to you as soon as it becomes available. 
 
Today we also spoke to the students about the importance of maintaining good hygienic practices –posters 
have been displayed throughout the school and all students have access to soap dispensers and hand driers / 
paper towel for drying hands. Please speak to your child about the importance of maintaining these practices. 
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Position Vacant - Are you able to cover our precious library books? 
We’re looking for someone who is available to cover our hardcover and softcover books. We’re happy to 
provide lots of tips and clues to help and of course will provide all the necessary tools! We are very flexible 
with when and where the books can be done. 
 
If you’re interested, please come and see us on Tuesday, Wednesday or Thursday in the library.   
Thanks, Annette Melenhorst 

 
Smart Phone App 
Members of our school community are invited to download our Smart Phone 
App. The App contains many handy features and is being used as another form 
of communication between school and home – it is a portal for notifying 
absences, newsletters, notices and messages relevant to members of our school 
community.  
 

To download the app simply search for St Justins Catholic School, Wheelers 
Hills in the App store on your iPhone, Smartphone or iPad. 

Volunteering at St Justin’s 
If you wish to volunteer your services at St Justin’s (we would love to have 
you), please complete the forms which are available on our website, under 
the Child Safety tab.  
 
For your interview, please ring the school office to make a time. 
Thank you for your support. 
 

     Please sign in 

Please note that all visitors, contractors, visiting teachers and parent helpers to our 
school are required to sign in via the school office and wear an assigned lanyard, no 
matter how long the visit. This is a practice we are mandated as a school to enforce 
under the Child Safe Standards, Ministerial Order 870. 
 
The lanyard means that we can identify at a glance any non-teaching staff on our school 

grounds and have an idea of their purpose. The data base created via the iPad at the front office means that in 
case of an emergency, we can quickly access the data and inform necessary emergency services of who is on 
site. If you are a regular helper at our school (which I know many of you are), please speak to one of the 
administration team who can set up a “Quick Pin” to make the signing in and out process speedier for yourself. 
 
Please note that students arriving late and/or leaving early, are also required to be signed in /out by an adult 
via the iPad. Thank you for your cooperation. 
 
No Smoking 
Please note that as from 13th April 2015, smoking has been banned within four metres of an 
entrance to all primary and secondary schools in Victoria, and within the school grounds. We 
ask that all our parents abide these laws. 
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Sustainability News 

A huge thankyou to the following families who helped to care for our chickens and water our vege garden 
over the holidays. Many of the following families came up to the school more than once to ensure our 
chickens were well cared for over our hot summer. 

the Nathan family 
the Tantuccio family 
the Keele family 
the Buttigieg family 
the Di Iorio family 
the Scandizzo family 
the Zavlanos family 
the Rico family 
the Splatt family 
the Fernandes family 
the Walsh family 

We all benefit from the generosity of these people and judging by the faces of the students, they enjoyed it 
too! 

 

    
 

    

We will be reaching out to families to volunteer to come up to school on the weekends to care for the 
chickens, collect any eggs, allow them time to roam and even water the vege garden.  

If you are interested please email Anne Deegan adeegan@sjwheelershill.catholic.edu.au with suitable 
weekends that you are available. Thanking you in advance. 
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News from Classroom Cuisine 
Classroom Cuisine will provide lunches again this year on Mondays, Wednesdays, Thursdays and Fridays. 
Please note they do not operate on a Tuesday. Orders can be placed from Monday February 3rd.  The address 
to order lunches online is www.classroomcuisine.com.au and if you require a menu, this can be collected from 
the school office. 
 

CAMP SPORTS AND EXCURSIONS FUND 
This is a Victorian Government initiative which provides payments to schools for eligible students to attend 
camps, sports and excursions.  The amount payable for eligible primary students is $125 and for those students 
this amount will be used to reduce their school fees. 
 

To be eligible to receive the payment a parent or legal guardian of a student must on the first days of Terms 1 
or 2 be an eligible beneficiary, that is hold a Centrelink Health Care Card (HCC), Pensioner Concession Card 
(PCC) or a Veterans Affairs Gold Card, or be a temporary foster parent and submit an application to the school. 
 

Please collect an application form from the school office, complete and return as soon as possible.  Payments 
will be made directly to schools from March 2020.  Once received, these payments will be credited to school 
fees. 
 

Any parent who applied for, and received, the CSEF last year IS NOT REQUIRED to submit a new form 
this year.  
  
Music Academy 
Music Academy lessons will commence the week beginning Monday 3rd February 2020. 
There are still a few places left so anyone interested in joining in Keyboards, Drums or Singing enrolment 
forms are available from the school office or via email: mpalamara@hotmail.com 
 

 
Come along and try out our Kelly Sports program starting Feb 10th at St Justin’s School.  
Sports will include Basketball, Cricket and Soccer (2 weeks of each sport) 
Meeting Point – At the Kelly Sports sign near the Kitchen Garden at 3:15pm (straight after 
school – Kelly Sport Staff will meet the students there and allow some time for a snack). 
6 week program (1st week is free) total cost $66 ($13.20 a session), commencing at 3:25pm 
and concluding at 4:25pm. Students will be supervised by qualified Kelly Sports staff from 
3:15pm – 4:25pm. 
For more information contact Angela on 0418 585 227 or visit and sign up at 
www.kellysports.com.au and select St Justins Primary School. 
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To help families prepare for the new school year, bookings for Outside School Hours Care are now 
open for 2020. 

So we can care for all students at St Justin’s, we do recommend families register an account with us 
and always book in advance.  

Why register? To attend our care, parents/guardians must register their child with us by completing 
an online enrolment form via our parent portal. It’s very important that parents/guardians fill out all 
compulsory enrolment documentation for their child and notify us of any medical conditions, 
illnesses and other, to ensure the health and safety of all children in our care. 

Families can register for free at https://pp.campaustralia.com.au/account/register-contacts 

If you have any questions regarding this email or would like us to send you an article for your next 
newsletter about the above, please contact your Key Account Manager Meg Hardy on 0439224097. 

Kind regards, 

Camp Australia 
 

 
 


